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Genocidal kleptocrat dies 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
he old adage which says that one should not speak ill of the dead has 
been followed to a fault by much of the international community follow- 
ing the Jan 26 death of Suharto, Indonesia's dictator of 32 years. 

US ambassador Cameron Hume interrupted his fawning of Suharto to admit 
“there may be some controversy over his legacy.” Australian Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd referred to him as an “influential leader,” before conceding that “many have 
disagreed with his approach.” It's like saying in 1953 that Stalin would be remem- 
bered for the development of the Soviet economy despite certain “excesses.” 

For those who have a shred of concern for human rights or the simplest 
notions of justice, there is no “mixed legacy’ or “controversy” surrounding 
Suharto. He was a murderous, thieving thug. 

Suharto’s rise to power in Indonesia came at the cost of an estimated one 
million killed in “anti-Communist” purges. On Dec 7, 1975 Indonesia invaded 
East Timor, slaughtering 60 000 Timorese in the first few months. It is estimat- 
ed that as many as 200 000 Timorese—one-third of the population—were mur- 
dered or died over the next quarter century as a result of the Indonesian 
occupation. Some 100 000 were similarly killed in West Papua and tens of 
thousands more in Aceh. 4 

Suharto’s disdain for human. rights was matched only by his corruption. In 
2004, Transparency International ranked Suharto as the most corrupt head of 
state in history, estimating that he stole some $15-$35 billion during his reign. 

Through it all, Canada’s position was abysmal. Canada abstained from UN 
General Assembly resolutions calling on Indonesia to respect international law 
and withdraw from East Timor from 1975 to 1979, before switching to the highly 
principled stand of voting against the “Question of East Timor’ from 1980 to 
1982. Canada supported the occupation with aid, trade and military equipment, 
stopping only when international condemnation was too great for even Canadi- 
an hypocrisy to ignore. In 1996, then-Prime Minister Chrétien led a delegation to 
Indonesia to sign $3 billion in trade deals, before playing host to Suharto at the 
1997 APEC meeting in Vancouver, where the civil liberties of Canadians were 
deemed less important than shielding Suharto from any form of protest. 

It is only regrettable that Suharto died without being brought to justice for 
his many crimes, laying comfortably in bed rather than in the jail cell he so 
rightly deserved. v 
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SANDOR 1S LOONEY FOR NOT SEEING 
HOW SERIOUS COPYRIGHT ISSUE IS 


| will admit, as Steven Sandor claims 
("The looneys take the fight to Face- 
book,” Jan 10 - Jan 16, 2008) that there 
are certainly some looneys on the Fair 
Copyright for Canada discussion group. 
It's actually surprising to me that with 
37 000 people there is any reasonable 
discussion at all. 

But | cant help thinking that Mr San- 


dor hasn't looked into the issue. If he 
had, | imagine he would be in there 
making unreasonable statements of 
his own. 

| feel that this is one of the two most 
important discussions of our lifetime. If 
you have not read Free Culture by 
Lawrence Lessig (available free online 
at free-culture.cc/freeculture. pdf), 
please take a look. You can’t possibly 
understand how crucial this issue is 
until you start digging, thinking and 
learning. I'm seriously begging you to 
take a deeper look. 
LORNE KELLY 


A MODEST (NUCLEAR) PROPOSAL 


Regarding the recent Vuepoint by Scott 
Harris (“The taxing issue of carbon,” Jan 
10 - Jan 16, 2008), Canada could make 
major reductions in its carbon emissions 
via a simple compromise: Alberta con- 
structs nuclear power plants to power 
the tar sands operations and Ontario 
and Québec with their geological advan- 
tage, create nuclear waste storage facil- 
ities deep underground in the relatively 
stable Canadian Shield and accept 
Alberta's waste (at fee). An added 
advantage is this would diversify Alber- 
ta’s energy economy. This would allow 
the conversation to progress to the gen- 
uinely difficult questions, such as what 
do do with the tailings from the tar 
sands operations. 

RYAN BUDNEY 
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A PERSONAL VIOXX EXPERIENCE 


| just want to thank Connie Howard for 
her recent column (“When the treatment 
is worse than the disease,” Jan 24 - Jan 
30, 2008). My mom died from taking 
Vioxx for two years. She was fine and 
then just one day had a massive heart 
attack while driving my mentally il! 
brother to the store. He watched her die 
and has never been the same. He lives 
with me and my family and pretty much 
never gets out of bed. My four-year-old 
son also saw her in the middle of the 
highway being worked on by EMIs— 
that’s a sight he will never forget, and 
he still asks me why that happened to 
mom-mom ... Thanks Merck. | hope your 
wallets are nice and fat on all of our 
expenses. : 

| am so happy to finally see articles 
like this. All | hear is about how Merck 
won this big victory, etc etc etc ... it Is 
so sad and unjust. 
MARIA KIRK 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 1L7), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 


can ‘History Month part education, part celebration 


- “African History Month saan, 
ind across the city and across the 
ci 1 "folk are gearing up for 
education and celebration. But not 
cn is celebrating, with some 
ng over the name and others 
whether the month still 


es, 
take up the other 


uu ate well,” says Winston 
ne, an engineer and commu- 
nity. activist with the National Black 
Sree Canada (NBCC), a major 
force behind the annual events in 
Edmonton. “We just need a little 
space for ourselves so we have time 
to talk with ourselves, see ourselves 
and do for ourselves. We're behind in 
self-representation.” 

African History Month, also called 
African Heritage Month and Black His- 
tory Month, began in the US in 1926 
through the efforts of Carter G Wood- 
son, author of The Miseducation of the 
Negro, who established Negro History 
Week. Originally an American-only 
observance, the concept has spread 
across North America, but, according 
to Hawthorne, it hasn’t been easy. 

“It's reaching the consciousness of 
people more than it has in the past, 
but the progress has been slow,” he 
says. “We would hope to have seen 
more collaboration and activism for 
the entire year coming out of it. Sev- 
eral years ago the only organization 
would have been [NBCC]. Now there 
are several, and individuals.” 

This year in Edmonton, highlights of 
African History Month include two art 
exhibitions, the Afro-Quiz (a Jeopardy- 
like contest for children and youth on 
global African cultures, history, science 
and more), a fashion showcase, a trib- 
ute to Marvin Gaye, Taste of Africa and 
the Caribbean, two film festivals, ban- 
quets, awards and a Jubilee gospel 
concert featuring multiple Grammy- 
award winner Yolanda Adams. 


AN ONGOING CONTROVERSY exists 


among people of African descent that 
finds few parallels among other peo- 
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ples. Whereas East Asians rarely call 
themselves “yellow” and people from 
Europe tend to cite their individual 
national heritage (Irish, Italian, Polish) 
rather than the self-description 
“White,” many New World Africans 
continue to reject the term “African” 
in favour of the word “Black.” 

Hawthorne, whose Jamaican roots 
wind their way through England, 
employs both terms and routinely 
wears beautiful shirts from West Africa 
as visible embrace of the Motherland. 
He laments the rejection of Africa he’s 
witnessed among New Worlders. 

“The Caribbean [African], much like 
the North American African, does not 
know the ground he stands on,” he 


says, “because his education comes 
from the mainstream. Along with that 
education comes the perception of 
Africa that is still negative. Among a 
lot of Black people, we want to be seen 
as a winner, and the winner appears to 
be someone else, sadly. Which is why 
we need African History Month.” 

Hawthorne underplays the “anti- 
winner” story of Africa that is the rule 
in the “his-tory” of the West. From 
movies to schoolbooks, from newspa- 
pers to documentaries, Africa” used 
to mean grass skirts, “ooga-booga” 
and cannibals. Now the stereotypes 
are more likely those of endless wars, 
bloated bellies, misogyny and filth. 

No less than French President Nico- 
las Sarkozy declared that Africans 
have no history while—wait for it—he 
was at the University of Dakar in Sene- 
gal addressing Senegalese. Yet across 
the border in Mali was fabled Timbuk- 
tu, an ancient university city, home to 


thousands of manuscripts which even 
now are being translated for their trea- 
tises on medicine, astronomy, mathe- 
matics, literature and history. 

Sarkozy was close to Nigeria, home 
to the Yoruba religion, a wellspring of 
divine inspiration which birthed the 
New World religions of Voudou (Haiti), 
Candomble (Brazil) and Santeria 
(Cuba), with some 50 million adherents 
worldwide (far more than Judaism, the 
Baha'i faith and Mormonism com- 
bined). And what about near the Horn? 
Ethiopia with its castles and rock-hewn 
churches; Sudan with its hundreds of 
pyramids and a written text untranslat- 
ed to this day; and Egypt itself, child of 
Sudan and, according to Cheikh Anta 
Diop (The African Origin of Civilization: 
Myth or Reality?), Martin Bernal (Black 
Athena: The Afroasiatic Roots of Classical 
Civilization) and Richard Poe (Black 
Spark, White Fire: Did African Explorers 
Civilize Ancient Europe?), a robustly 
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African population and civilization 
whose arts and sciences were the 
foundation for the Greek “miracle.” 
Writing itself, Science magazine has 
suggested, may have begun among 
those ancient Africans. 

Hawthorne says that such general- 
izations, falsehoods and misconcep- 
tions about the 54 countries of the 
African continent—and its thousands 
of cultures, languages and religions 
and its millennia of history—under- 
score the need for events like African 
History Month, 

“We will need African History 
Month so long as we fail to get over 
the legacy of history, until the Black 
peoples are standing on equal foot- 
ing,” says Hawthorne. “It’s mainly up 
to us. We will need one until we've 
achieved equality.” v 


Read Vue each week in February for 
columns focusing on Affican History Month 
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Why not let the free market work? 


RICARDO ACUNA / walberta.ca/parkland 

The funny thing about folks who espouse 
free-market capitalism is that they tend 
to be the first ones to ask for government 
protection and special treatment when 
they find they cannot compete in the free 
market. 

Take for example Alberta's junior oi! 
and gas companies, who find themselves 
not doing so well in today’s market. If you 
ask them why they are struggling they 
will quickly tell you that it is because of 
the government's decision last fall to 
increase royalties. 

Their argument is that Alberta's new 
royalty regime—which does not kick in 
until January 2009—is making it impossi- 
ble for them to run profitable operations. 


As a result if these complaints, Pre- 
mier Stelmach has been speculating out 
loud about the need to “tweak” the new 
royalty regime. This commitment was 
echoed in a recent letter from Energy 
Minister Mel Knight to the Canadian 
Association of Petroleum Producers 
(CAPP), in which he reassured them that 
the province will work to. “accommodate 
their concerns.” 

The interesting thing is that none of 
these folks, all of whom claim to believe 
fundamentally in the free market, have 
bothered to actually try to figure out why 
Alberta's small oil and gas producers are 
in trouble in the first place. 

Clearly what these free market capital- 
ists need is a reminder of how the market 
is supposed to work and what the word 
“free” means in that context. 

The most obvious place to start is with 
the fact that there is no new royalty 
regime in place yet, and there won't be 
for at least another 11 months. It’s hard to 
fathom how a regime that is not even in 
place yet could be doing so much damage 
to this industry. 

The reality is that Alberta’s small oil 
and gas companies were facing a sub- 
stantial slowdown before the royalty 
review panel made its recommendations. 

On the oil side, many of these compa- 
nies are actually casualties of the out-of- 
control development being fuelled by the 
energy sector itself. It is Alberta's uncon- 
trolled energy boom which is largely driv- 
ing their material, labour and 
transportation costs beyond what they 
can pay and remain profitable. This is 
aggravated by the fact that many of these 
small oil companies are focused almost 
exclusively on getting the last bits of oil 
out of fields that have already had the 
cheap and easy oil removed by the 
majors, 

For Alberta’s natural gas juniors, the 
increased costs associated with the boom 
are aggravated by the fact that many of 
these companies have actually fallen vic- 
tim to their own optimism. When natural 
gas hit record prices in 2006, many of 
these outfits assumed that it would keep 
rising for the foreseeable future and 
invested heavily in equipment, staff and 
leases. When the price dropped and sta- 
bilized again in 2007, these companies 
suddenly found themselves over-extended 
and with a hurting bottom line. 


IN SHORT, the factors driving much of the 
downturn in both oil and gas in Alberta 
are the refusal of the government to 
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intervene in the market to control the 
boom and natural market fluctuations in 
commodity prices. In other words, it is the 
free market, and little else, affecting the 
bottom lines of these companies. 

Where do royalties fit in? It is impor- 
tant to point out that royalties are not a 
tax on production, nor are they an unwar- 
ranted money grab by government. A roy- 
alty is what we as Albertans are charging 
for our natural resource. It is the price 
that we, the owners, have placed on our 
oil and gas. 

If you go into business making rubber 
balls but can’t afford to pay the market 
price for rubber, you go out of business. If 
you open a steak house but can't afford to 
pay the market price for beef, you go out 
of business. If you set up an oil or gas 
business but can’t afford to pay the mar- 
ket price for the oil or gas, you demand 
that government make a special price just 
for you. 

There's no problem with a buyer trying 
to negotiate a lower price—that’s just 
natural self-interest. The problem arises 
when politicians fold to those demands 
like a cheap deck of cards. 

From the perspective of the seller, the 
competitive advantages of our product 
are so significant that there should be no 
need for us to bottom out our prices. We 
have a healthy and well-educated work- 
force with tremendous knowledge of the 
energy sector, we have a ridiculously sta- 
ble government, we are not at war and 
we own 50 to 60 per cent of the world’s 
investible oil. Despite recent claims to 
the contrary, we even come out ahead of 
Saskatchewan as the place to invest— 
especially when you factor in how 
absurdly low our corporate tax rate is 
compared to theirs. 

Of course, | am not advocating just let- 
ting these companies go under and taking 
with them all those jobs and investment 
That would be cruel and irresponsible 
Government should have stepped in long 
ago to bring this mess under control and 
put some order and direction in Alberta’s 
economy and energy sector. 

But then again, | have never professed 
to be a free-market capitalist. And it’s the 
free market that both the current govern- 
ment and the energy industry claim they 
want. If only they understood what that 
really meant. w 


Ricardo Acufia is Executive Director of 
the Parkland Institute, a non-partisan 
public policy research institute housed at 
the University of Alberta. 
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Id it be true? Could we be 
heading into an election with 
at ties agreeing on the 


IP, Liberals and Greens 


ave sat mused about it 

e—and always around 

time. The usual reasoning 
ind maintaining the premiums 
ng out of the right side of the 
bate is that folks just plain won't 
ate something they get for 
tha and Henry need to real- 
at there are costs involved with 
delivering “universal” health care, 
after all. Adding to the noise is Ralph 

Klein, bemoaning his failure while in 

office of “reforming health care.” 

} But Premier Ed Stelmach began 
musing aloud late last year that the 
elimination of premiums was some- 
thing his government might look at. 

; Health Minister Dave Hancock has 

said he would be in favour of scrap- 

ping the premiums and recovering the 

lost reyvenue—$919 million in premi- 

ums was collected last year—through 
personal income tax. He’s also been 
musing aloud that he is interested in 
looking at the possibility of offering 
tax credits for people who make 
“healthy” choices. What would that 
kind of system look like? Communica- 

tions coming out of Hancock's office 
on the details are scant. 

“{Hancock]’s one voice in caucus, 
even though he’s the Minister,” 
spokesperson Shannon Haggerty 
explains. “So | think that’s the point 
the Premier’s making—is he wants to 
open this up for discussion among the 
caucus members and what their 
options are. So what the Minister puts 
on the table, I’m not sure what he’s 
going to advocate for, but there might 
be people that advocate differently, so 
1 think it will be a decision of caucus. 
So from that perspective, he’s simply 
one voice right now.” 


OPINIONS COMING FROM the other 
political parties and from the advoca- 
cy group Friends of Medicare aren't as 
Spotty, however. In a Jan 6 editorial 
published in the Edmonton Journal, 
Ken Collier, board chair for Friends of 
Medicare, likened the whole scenario 
to dangling a carrot in front of voters. 
“Who the heck is going to adminis- 
trate and operate and qualify those 
People?,” Friends of Medicare Execu- 
tive Director Suzanne Marshall asks. 
“Here's my receipt for my member- 
a to the health club.’ Does that 
I am on that treadmill 
0 Does that 
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erals, Ray Martin and Laurie Blake- 
man respectively, are equally bewil- 
dered by the idea. 

“Where do you draw the line on 
these things?,” Martin asks. “You 
encourage people, encourage as 
much as you can with healthy 
lifestyles: quitting smoking, exercise, 
nutrition and those sorts of things. 
But it’s a fool’s game to tie that into 
the taxation system.” 

“A lot of activities that people really 
do to be healthier—like walking their 
dog and skating with their kids—there 
is no way of verifying that. So people 
that are doing those good things for 
themselves won't actually benefit,” 
Blakeman says. 

For his part, Green Party leader 
George Read finds himself saddened 
that we’re even having a discussion 
on premiums. While he certainly 


"agrees that they should be abolished, 


he points out that we should be look- 
ing the bigger picture and be talking 
about prevention, that there’s a crisis 
in health care and it has nothing to do 
with premiums. 

“(Eliminating premiums] will put a 
few more dollars in people's pockets, 
and it’s definitely a regressive tax that 
hurts the poor the most,” Read says. 
“But that isn’t really what I am hear- 
ing from the majority of Albertans as 
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their concern. Their concern is ‘I can’t 
get a doctor.’ Or their concern is 
‘When I do get a doctor, I can’t get in 
to see a specialist.’” 


GOOD POINT. ana you have to ask 


yourself, if the Conservatives win the 
next election on this premium reform 
program, how would people prove 
themselves worthy of the tax credits? 
Sure, we all want to see a healthier 
population, and collecting gym 
receipts is one thing, albeit necessitat- 
ing a costly bureaucracy. But what if 
every Albertan who quit smoking or 
who lost weight had to get a doctor’s 
note proving that they actually did? 
Not only could a doctor’s time be bet- 
ter spent, but also we've already got a 
shortage of doctors (and nurses) on 
our hands, We hear stories of doctors 
requiring potential patients to fill out 
applications to weed out those with 
time-consuming conditions to treat 
and that many folks don’t even have a 
family doctor. And by many 
accounts—with limited med-school 
spots, aging doctors and out-of-con- 
trol population growth—we’re just at 
the beginning of the shortage crisis. 
While each party has established 

multi-pronged approaches to dealing 
with this crisis—ideas ranging from 
first-aid education for students to 
reduce the need for emergency room 
visits to, the uncomfortable decision 
to woo doctors from other countries, 
to paying for a doctor's education in 
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return for time practicing in the 
province to redistributing work 
responsibilities so that doctors can 
actually spend time tending to the 
sick—most agree that there are no 
quick or cheap fixes. 

Practitioner shortage aside, there is 
also little doubt that the whole system 
needs an overhaul. We spent a lot of 
time and loads of money in the Klein 
era talking about private health care, 
and those opposed would hold up the 
failure of the American system—both 
in terms of the people it inadequately 
serves and that it actually costs more 
to administer than our own. What we 
didn’t spend a lot of time discussing— 
or at least what didn’t get a lot of 
media traction—were other universal 
systems that do work, ones where wait 
times are negligible, where instead of 
treating illness, the system facilitated 
wellness. As the Calgary Herald's Mike 
Milke pointed out in his Jan 27 column, 
“At least seven OECD countries [with 
universal health care]—Austria, Bel- 
gium, France, Germany, Japan, Luxem- 
bourg, and Switzerland—have wait 
times shorter than Canada’s and supe- 
rior health-care outcomes in almost 
every category.” 


A LOT OF FOLKS can get behind the 
elimination of premiums, and Read, 
Martin and Blakeman can each get 
behind more healthy living initia- 
tives—just not ones that have the 
potential to give the health care sys- 
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tem a costly illness 

“To give tax credits for people that 
go to fitness clubs or do this and that, 
that benefits the people that probably 
don't need the help as much,” Martin 
Says. "There should be an encourage- 
ment to do that, but it should not be 
as part of the tax regime 

“As I say, {health care premiums 
are] a tax plain and simple. It’s an 
unfair tax; we should get rid of it. And 
then we'll deal with the other health 
issues, you know, trying to get people 
more active and—especially with low- 
income people—having enough 
income so they can eat nutritious 
food—and these sorts of things. We 
should work on that. But it should not 
be tied into the taxation system. 

Another reason for scrapping the 
premiums is that they discriminate 
against small business and the not- 
for-profit sector, Blakeman argues. 

“Most small business can’t afford to 
pay for a program where they're cost 
sharing with their employees,” she 
explains. “So they're having a really 
hard time recruiting employees away 
from government, recruiting employ- 
ees away from larger businesses. So 
it's really a disadvantage for small 
business owners, the not-for-profit 
Sector and the small business sector.” 

When NDP leader Brian Mason 
asked Hancock about the cost of col- 
lecting premiums last year, he discov- 
ered that from 2003 to 2006, the 
government spent an average of 
$12.6 million per year collecting pre- 
miums, with about 45 per cent of that 
money going to private collection 
firms to chase down Albertans in 
arrears on their premium payments. 

In terms of Alberta Health and Well- 
ness's overall budget—about $12 billion 
is spent every year administering 
health care in the province—and in 
terms of what the premiums bring in— 
close to $1 billion—collections account 
for very little. But for those of us here 
on the ground, $12 million is more than 
most of us will make in a lifetime, and 
to pay $5.5 million a year of our tax 
money out to the private collection 
agencies that deliver threatening, 
adversarial phone calls to let us know 
what we already know—that we're 
broke—can be downright offensive. 

While some are cynical about the 
timing of the Conservatives out-loud 
musings, there is still some degree of 
hope that the party, if it is re-elected, 
will see these ponderings through this 
time. 

“| think that there's a bit of this stuff 
starting to show up in media releases 
and stuff like that from the legislature 
now because they’re going to want to 
have [Stelmach] be elected on his 
own rights,” Friends of Medicare's 
Marshall says. “So it's coming soon.” 

Once premiums finally get wiped out, 
we can, as Read suggests, clear our 
plates of this debate and start gnawing 
away at the real problems with health 
care. And Alberta Health and Wellness 

can start putting its money—our 
money—where its name is. ¥ 
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Green groups pan Alberta climate plan 


ALYSSA NOEL / alyssa@vueweekly.com 

T= Government of Alberta's new climate 
change plan, unveiled Jan 24, caters 
more to industry than Albertans, accord- 

ing to some environmentalists. 

The government might be hailing the plan as 
a balanced and realistic approach to fighting 
emissions, but Jessica Warren, outreach coordi- 
nator of the Sierra Club's prairie chapter, argues 
it isn’t nearly as extensive as it should be. 

“Basically, we're disappointed by it,” she 
says. “The government is working undemocra- 
tically. They're not working for Albertans who 
want to see change. They're working for indus- 

She says the Sierra Club had hoped the gov- 
ernment would slow down tar sands activities 
and put measures in place to hold industry pol- 
luters accountable. “[It’s] chaotic economic 
growth,” she adds. “We would've wished to see 
a little more that would slow down what's hap- 
pening up north. What we're seeing is a free 
reign on development.” 

The plan has three main elements, which 
the government claims will reduce emissions 
by 195 megatonnes compared to business-as- 
usual by 2050: conserving and promoting ener- 
gy efficiency, offering incentives for green 
energy production and implementing carbon 
capture and storage technology. But it will take 
another 12 years before such technology will 
begin to make a dent in rising greenhouse gas 
emissions in the province, a fact that has 
drawn sharp criticism. 

The method of carbon capture itself—which 
will account for 70 per cent of future reduc- 
tions under the government plan—is unproven 
at best, says Warren. “It’s really laughable that 
we're leaning on carbon capture for this plan,” 
she says. “Digging huge holes and pouring 
toxic gas into these holes and hoping it won't 
escape shows how far [the government will] go 
to protect industry.” 


NOT SO, says Kim McLeod, public affairs officer 
at Alberta Environment. Carbon capture tech- 
nology has already been around for 20 to 30 
years and there’s a solid track record to back it 
up, she adds. The delay in implementation 
stems from logistical challenges. McLeod 
explains that while some emitters dump out a 
stream of carbon dioxide, many others emit it 
mixed with other gases, which need to be sep- 
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arated before the carbon dioxide would be able 
to travel down a pipeline system to a storage 
site. Creating an efficient pipeline system is key 
as well. 

“What we need to make sure of is we imple- 
ment it strategically,” McLeod says. “There are 
a lot of economics involved.” 

McLeod says that carbon capture and stor- 
age is the right approach in the province. “For 
Alberta, it makes sense to go to the source 
where we can have the biggest impact most 
quickly.” 

While Warren believes the government's 
strategy embarrasses Albertans on the world 
stage by making the province “one of the worst 
[environmental] criminals in the world right 
now, with a government that is one step ahead 
of admitting that climate change exists,” 
McLeod argues the plan takes other economies 
into consideration. 

“It's not just our economy that benefits 
[from oil],” she says. “Other provinces do as 
well. It’s a ripple effect. Ontario’s manufactur- 
ing sector, for example, benefits from devel- 
opment up north." 

Warren hopes that reaction to the plan will 
play out in the upcoming provincial election, 
which is expected to be called any day. “The 
government put a gamble on the election with 
this,” Warren says. “It shows they're out of 
step. This plan is definitely an opportunity to 
change governments if you don't like what you 
see init.” v 
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The ironies of the things we know 
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Okay, maybe someone can explain some of these 
ironies to me. Marc Emery is going to jail for sup- 
plying marijuana seeds to Americans, but anyone 
can, without a prescription at any drugstore, pick up 
cold meds for young children known to come with 
serious risk, nasal sprays known to be highly addic- 
tive (with the warnings in the tiniest of print), and 
Advil-type non-steroidal anti-inflammatory meds 
that cause thousands of deaths every year. 

Or this one. Traditional anti-viral, antibiotic, anti- 
fungal herbals are sometimes hard for alternative 
practitioners to come by, but pseudoephedrine, the 
patented version of banned herbal ephedra and 
well-known for its abuse with body-building, 
weight loss and as a key ingredient of ecstasy is 
readily available. 

Or this. Raw milk is illegal, but Coke, which 
delivers a healthy dose of calcium-blocking osteo- 
poris-causing phosphoric acid along with 100 per 
cent of our recommended daily intake of sugar 
(spiking insulin and cholesterol levels) and a nice 
little dopamine rush with each serving is, though on 
its way out, still being sold in our schools. 

We know that psychiatric meds have caused 
countless tragic deaths, but we still trust western 
medicine over all other kinds. We know our kids 
have inherited a burden of heavy metal toxicity, b- 
vitamin and omega-3 deficient diets and an inactivi- 
ty-inducing electronic world, yet we mostly ignore 
alternative and nutritional ways to calm their 
wound-up brains, hoping pharmaceutical compa- 
nies will find new and better drugs—even though 
history tells us we will most likely only be handed 
new ones that come with a new set of risks. 

We know bisphenol A mimics estrogen and 
upsets endocrine balance, and that even very low- 
level exposure during fetal development and infancy 
has been linked to reproductive, developmental and 
behavioural problems. We know that 92 per cent of 
us have had measured levels of the chemical higher 
than those that have triggered birth defects and 
other diseases in animal studies. We know that it Is 
used in baby bottles and has been found present in 
formula—but we're all set to spend a pile of money 
on research to confirm all this. It seems a little, | 
don't know, superfluous? What else do we need to 
know before we ban it from baby bottles? 
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We know that dropping our carb intake and 
insulin levels, upping our omega-3 and vitamin D 
intake, and staying active has the power to stem 
our epidemic of heart disease, but we're pushing 
even more liberal use of Statin drugs, which conye 
with—almost unbelievably—an increased risk of 
heart disease. 


WE KNOW that stress is bad, and that half of those 
who suffer heart failure do not have high choles 
terol at all—but still think an economic system that 
by its very nature must continue to impose increas- 
ing amounts of stress on everyone involved is good 

We know that omega-3s destroy the protein that 
forms the plaques of Alzheimer’s disease, but we 
don’t make any noise about our omega-3 deficient 
corn-based farming practices, and continue instead 
to hope for new Alzheimer's drugs. 

We know that those with the highest levels of 
organochloride pesticides and PCBs in their blood are 
more than twice as likely to develop non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma, and we know cancer rates in general are 
insane, but we keep saying there is no proven link 
between environmental toxins and cancer. 

|'m not saying we shouldn't regulate any herbals, 
or ban all pharmaceutical research, or that revamp- 
ing industry and government will cure all our ills. I!- 
ness is part of life, and we all need to pull out the 
big guns sometimes. I’m just saying we might need 
to go to war less often if we shifted our focus a |it- 
tle. We might save our health care system if we 
invested in real prevention. 

We keep looking desperately for answers in 
rooms we know have no real answers, while ignor 
ing the basics staring us in the face. It's enough to 
make me question either our intelligence, or the 
morality of those at the helm of the ship. w 
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pxically, the Tet Offensive was a 
disaster for the Viet Cong, the 
Communist rebels who had 
born brunt of the fighting in South 
Vietnam until then. They threw 45 000 of 
their most experienced soldiers into 
simultaneous attacks in more than a hun- 
dred cities and towns on Jan 31, 1968, 
believing that they could trigger a nation- 
wide popular uprising against the Ameri- 
cans and their local collaborators. 

{ntense fighting raged all through Feb- 
ruary of 1968. In the first hours of the 
offensive, a Viet Cong suicide squad 
fought its way into the US embassy com- 
pound in Saigon. South Vietnam’s third- 
biggest city, Hue, fell to the insurgents on 
the first day, and US forces did not recon- 
quer it for over three weeks. But in the 
end, the Viet Cong lost all the ground they 
had gained, and at least half of their best 
troops were killed. 

There was no national uprising in 
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South Vietnam; the Communists had over- 
estimated their support in the cities. After 
Tet, the Viet Cong was so weakened that 
the North Vietnamese regular army had to 
take over more and more of the fighting, 
infiltrating its troops south down the Ho 
Chi Minh trail. It was a grave military 
defeat for the Vietnamese Communists— 
but it was a decisive political defeat for 
the United States. 

1968, like 2008, was an election year 
in the US, and Tet made it plain to Ameri- 
can voters that, while the Vietnamese 
insurgents might not be able to drive the 
Americans out, they could go on fighting 
them indefinitely. By the end of March, 
1968, President Lyndon Johnson had 
abandoned his re-election campaign and 
offered to open negotiations with the 
North Vietnamese. When Richard Nixon 
won the presidency that November, he 
did so on a promise to withdraw Ameri- 
can troops from Vietnam (although it took 
him five years to keep it). 

Many people in the West believed at 
the time that the wily Vietnamese Commu- 
nists had foreseen all this, but they didn’t. 
General Tran Do, one of the planners of 
Tet, later said: “In all honesty, we didn’t 
achieve our main objective, which was to 
spur uprisings throughout the South ... As 
for making an impact in the United States, 
it had not been our intention—but it 
turned out to be a fortunate result.” 


THE LESSON OF TET, incorporated into 


the doctrine of every insurgent movement 
on the planet and taught in every military 
staff college, is that Western troops fight- 
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ing in “Third World” countries can win 
every battle with their superior technolo- 
gy, but they are terribly vulnerable on the 
political front. 

The insurgents don’t have to win. They 
only have to show that they can go on 
fighting indefinitely, because the Western 
country involved always has the option of 
cutting its losses and bringing its troops 
home. The insurgents are not really going 
to “follow us home” (as President Bush 
occasionally argues), so sooner or later 
the option to withdraw will be exercised. 

Something like the Tet Offensive, even 
if it fails militarily, can be a catalyst for 
that kind of shift in opinion on the occu- 
pying power's home front. So who in Iraq 
might be tempted to try a “Tet” offensive 
in this US election year? 

Not the Sunni Arabs who did most of 
the fighting against the US occupation in 
2003-2007, for they have now been 
drawn into anti-al-Oaeda, anti-Shia mili- 
tias that are backed and paid for by the 
US. They may turn on their paymasters 
again eventually, but not yet. 

Not the traditional Shia religious par- 
ties that now dominate the Iraqi govern- 
ment, either. They already have most of 
what they want, and they still need 
American protection from their many ene- 
mies. Certainly not the Kurds, the one 
pro-American group in Iraq. But how 
about Mogtada al-Sadr and his Mahdi 
army, the largest militia in the country? 

Al-Sadr will go on being marginalized 
by the conservative Shia establishment 
unless he can position himself as the 
patriot who defied the Americans while 


everybody else was playing along with 
them. His Mahdi army has observed a 
self-imposed cease-fire since last August, 
but he could break it at any time. 

\f the Mahdi army launched an Iraqi 
version of the Tet Offensive, it would be 
defeated as badly as the Viet Cong were, 
but everybody who knows that history 
understands that military defeat can lead 


to political victory. The temptation is 
there, but al-Sadr won't do it now. August 
or September, however, could be another 
matter entirely. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in\ue Weekly 


A Blundstone boot is good for work, 
good for ply, good for all you do. tes to 


last. U 


timate comfort. Non-slip. Did w 


mention versatile? 


The Original Available 
in Brown and Black 


Gravity Pope - #2-10442 82nd Ave - 


Wener Shoes ~ 


Campers Village - 


439-1637 


10322 Jasper Avenue - 422-2718 
SoftMoc - West Edmonton Mall 


489-5616 


10951-170 Street NW - 484-2700 


For Love of the World 


International Week Concert 
Featuring Burdon and ear Sea 


Stucents | 


Marcus Fung 
Firefly Theatre 
Bharatanatyam Dance 


Union Bu 


gn UA2008 


iding Myer Ho 


& ALBERTA 


INTERNATIONAL 


A ‘medium-core’ gamer glimpses the Wii-explaining universe 
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Every now and then one comes up against 
the disorienting nature of targeted market- 
ing, the downright creepy way in which the 
science of product-pushing creates pocket 
universes. If you're firmly outside the target 
zone for a particular campaign, you're not 
going to see it ... and when, through some 
statistico-demographical accident or aber- 
fation, you do catch a glimpse of the brain- 
washing intended for others, it can be a 
little bit alienating. 

I'd call myself an invested medium-core 
gamer, which kind of comes with the pro- 
fessional territory; the job keeps me hop- 
ping from game to game, so | play broadly 
but not particularly intensely, and mean- 
while | keep abreast of news and rumours 
and the state of the industry, | read mes- 
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The NHL All-Star break. It's that time of 
the hockey season when players with fam- 
ilies get a chance to see the kids and 
those without families probably run to 
Vegas. The Oilers left the break with a 
gutsy come from behind 4-3 shootout win 
over Florida. Then they retumed to Rexall 
Place to start the post-All-Star break 
stretch. It didn’t start well. The Oilers 
dropped a 3-0 loss to the San Jose Sharks. 


TRICKY A little over two years ago, a 
young David Young and | filled some 
space in the column amusing ourselves 
with Oiler versions of the Gordie Howe 
Hat Trick.* The Gordie Howe Hat Trick, by 
the way involves the old-time-hockey trio 
of a goal, an assist and a fight in the 
same game. My favourite from that col- 
umn was the Ethan Moreau Hat Trick: 
score a goal, get an assist and lose a 
tooth. Now, two years and a lot of per- 
sonnel-turnover later, | thought it might 
be fun to give it another go with some of 
the newer faces in Oiler silks. 

The Sam Gagner Hat Trick: Get an 
assist, sit out most of the third period, 
score the shootout winner. 

The Marty Reasoner Hat Trick: Block 
one shot each with foot, ankle and face 
The Sheldon Souray Hat Trick: Score a 
goal, break the glass behind the net, 
injure yourself. 

The Robbie Schremp Hat Trick: Get 
called up, cough up the puck, get sent 
back down 

“Fun historical note: Despite being called 
the GHHT, Gordie only actually managed 
to accomplish the feat once, on Dec 22, 
1955, against the Boston Bruins. 18 


SHOOTY The Oilers managed all of 13 
shots on net against San Jose on Jan 29. 
San Jose had 21 shots on net in the same 
game—in the second period alone. The 
Oilers also sputtered out a mere 13 shots 
against Colorado in a 4-2 loss back in 
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sage boards and try to read the convention- 
al wisdom, the tone, language and culture 
of gaming. This puts me in a kind of bubble 
of industry blogs, jokey commentary, hyper- 
bole, retro-obsession, trash talk, etc. This is 
the iconic “gamer community,” the 18-to- 
35-year-old male marketing demographic, 
and | see what it sees. 

From inside this bubble, certain things 
don’t make sense—things like the success 
of the Wii. Nintendo's “waggle box” is 
technologically underpowered in terms of 
cranking out high-def next-gen graphics, 
and its games library is skewed toward 
family-friendly simplicity and cutesiness. 
From the perspective of the Console Wars, 
a decades-long conflict whose battlefields 
are littered with the dusty plastic carcasses 
of scores of TOTALLY AWESOME con- 
tenders, the Wii's 20-million-unit-plus 
worldwide sales are inexplicable. We try to 
blow it off; in a few months, garage-sale 
tables will collapse under the weight of all 
that white plastic, Wii software sales will 
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November. To contrast, the Oilers man- 
aged 11 shots on net in the marathon 
shootout against Washington a couple 
weeks ago. The all-time lowest shot total 
for the Oilers is 11, which was achieved 
in 1989 against the Bruins (3-0 loss), in 
1999 against the Blues (2-1 win) and in 
2001 against the Avalanche (2-0 loss). BY 


SPEEDY Speaking of hats: hats off to 
Shawn Horcoff for winning the fastest 
skater event at the All-Star game. | know 
that no one works harder than Horcs, but 
that took me by surprise. It'll be interest- 
ing to see how he does at the team skills 
event coming up. TB 


TRICKY Il I've got a couple Gordie Howe 
Hat Trick-isms too. Why not? It’s fun: 

The Daryl Katz Hat Trick: Buy an NHL 
team, start work on a new rink, fight 
crime in a bat suit. 

The Denis Grebeshkov Hat Trick: 
Three goals (in three seasons). DY 


SLIPPERY My Jan 29 drive to work was 
treacherous, icy, foggy, generally unpleas- 
ant and took far longer than | wanted it 
to. Then someone on the radio (think 
someone really old) mentioned that 29 of 
30 teams in the NHL are still in the play- 
off hunt. The Oilers are still on the road to 
a possible playoff berth but | was driving 
a real-life version of that road that morn- 
ing. The big difference? | made it to work. 
oY 


KATZY The potential Daryl Katz purchase 
of the Oilers took another step forward 
Jan 29 with the Katz camp upping its 
offer to $200 million and extending its 
deadline to Feb 5. The expected counter- 
offer by current Oiler owners Bill Butler, 
Gary Gregg and a few supporters has 
been shelved. | thought about it that night 
while | was eating a pizza from a pizza 
empire owned by Red Wings owner Mike 
llitch and unwittingly supporting the rival 
Wings (profits from my $15 purchase 
should help improve the team, shouldn't 
it?). If the Katz deal goes through, I'll 
have to scatter some painkillers on the 
pizzas to support the Oilers. DY 


plop off the charts, and the Real 
Videogame Machines will fight on. 

| kind of thought that, too, until the other 
day when | started picking through a stack 
of discarded women’s magazines, Martha 
Stewart and Oprah, \ooking for collage 
material, and came across ... Wii ads. Now, 
I'd had a vague idea of Nintendo's market- 
ing in this area, that the Wii had received 
Oprah's benediction, but this was the first 
time I'd actually seen any of the “My Wii 
Story” marketing materials, Fresh-faced, fit, 
pleasantly multiethnic, wholesome moms 
bonding with their kids, “playing together 
as a family,” pulses thumping and breaking 
a sweat. Natural fabrics and adorable mop- 
pets in warm neutrals, fitting right in with 
the ads for spaghetti sauce, botox and 
migraine pills. 


MAYBE YOU'RE SAYING “DUH,” but for me 
it was a revelation—like | said, a glimpse 
into a whole other parallel universe where 
videogames are something very different 
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from those in my own continuum. A half- 
dozen full-page game ads, and not a gri- 
macing marine, gore-encrusted chain, 
samurai sword, speed-blurred racecar or 
breathless three-word-five-star review 
quote to be found. Just nice women saying 
nice things about a nice way to spend time 
with their nice friends and family. 

| realize now—well, | realized it before, 
but | fee/ it now—that claiming Wii is 
“winning the console war" is inaccurate. 
Wii's not even a combatant, not in the Con- 
sole Wars as we've known them, not in the 
hardcore, tech-based duel for the hearts, 
minds, eyes thumbs and wallets of 
“gamers.” Wiis riding word of mouth on a 
gallop through an entirely new, uncontest- 
ed battlefield. Suburban ladies’ get-togeth- 
ers, rest-home rec rooms, occupational 
therapy wards—these are battlefields 
untouched by the Console Wars, battle- 
fields Console Warriors hadn't even 
thought about fighting over. 

‘Course, none of this means Wii isnta 
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fad—plenty of other gimmicks have 
moved 20 million units before dropping 
off the pop radar—but I’m starting to 
doubt it; the December sales numbers 
show a Wii software sales rate of 8.1 
games per system sold, the most of any 
console and far more than would be 
expected if Wii owners merely horse 
around with Wii Sports before the novelty 
wears off and the dust gathers, as the old 
conventional wisdom held. 

And even if Wii fades, even if it totally 
plummets, it’s changed the videogame 
market forever. Thanks to Nintendo's bril- 
liant idea—which from inside the bubble 
at one time seemed nearly incompetent; 
That name! That hardware!—games 
exist for a huge chunk of humanity as 
more than bleep-blorp, murder-simulator, 
zitty-teenager stereotypes. 

And once again, in the lexicon of 
grandmas and aunts and moms every- 
where, the word “Nintendo” is synony- 
mous with videogames. w 
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Come for the coffee, stay for everything else 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 

f there's one thing you can trust Uni- 
| es students to know, it’s good 

coffee, and few places in the U of A 
area have gotten better word-of-mouth 
than Da Capo Caffé. Tucked just 
behind the Garneau Theatre on 109 
Street, the only people who don’t have 
high praise for Da Capo's coffee are the 
ones who haven't tried it. 

Having finished my university edu- 
cation and now living a suburban life 
far removed from campus, Da Capo is 
not part of my world. It's actually 
rather inconvenient for me to get to 
but, possessing quite an intense need 
for a daily latté, the lure of an amaz- 
ing cup of coffee was too tempting to 
ignore and | found myself drawn to 
the café on a quiet Monday evening. 

(had heard that Da Capo was mod- 
eled after a traditional Italian café but, 
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never having had the pleasure of visit- 
ing Italy, I didn’t know what to expect. 
Pushing open the door, I was greeted 
by dim lighting, high ceilings and 
modern yet simple décor. A couple 
and two young kids were savouring 
frosty bowls of gelato, a group of uni- 
versity students was polishing off 
pizza and beer and a pair of elderly 
women, chatting over the remnants of 
salads.and wine occupied the various 
booths, tables and high counters scat- 
tered throughout the room. Thankful- 
ly, it wasn’t just a university hangout. 
Before grabbing a table, we were 
drawn to the brightly lit gelato case. The 
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colours were so vibrant and the gelato 
looked so fresh that my plans for the 
evening quickly changed. I needed to 
taste that gelato, the sooner the better. 
We made our way to the 
counter/coffee bar which dominates 
the center of the café. A chalkboard 
menu next to the kitchen listed a vari- 
ety of thin-crust pizzas, paninis, sal- 
ads and sides. The menu was small 
but diverse: pizza varieties included 
tuna/red onion, ricotta/basil/pine nut 
and even fried sage/black truffle. 
There were two interesting salads as 
well as minestrone soup, orange and 
fennel olives, and goat cheese with 
apricots and almonds. The delicious- 
looking pizzas that were quickly dis- 
appearing at some of the other tables 
made the decision easy. With gelato 
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Argentinian export worth the wait 
£3) NICE LEGS 
= 


JAMES LYLE 
nicelegs@vueweekly.com 


TERRAZAS DE LOS ANDES 
ee SINGLE VINEYARD 


It wasn't long ago that Argentinian wine- 
makers spent most of their energy on 
lower-quality wines. The demand for 
a : inexpensive wine in Argentina was so 
y. ; huge that most vinyards made wine that 
(A was just good enough to satisfy local 
markets: there was more profit in making 
plentiful crap than better quality 
exportable juice. 

The tide began to turn a short time 
ago, when winemakers realized that, 
since they made more wine than was 
consumed locally, they needed to 
export. They also discovered that the 
demand for their lesser-quality product 
didn’t exist outside their own borders. 
Further to their enlightenment was the 
fact that many winemakers could make 
some really nice juice, when they set 
out to do so. 

Malbec is Argentina's signature grape, 
although virtually no one else uses it as a 
primary grape. Bordeaux, for example 
uses it as a blending grape to add depth, 
jammyness and deep colour to Merlot 
and Cabernet blends. That said, above- 
average Malbecs from Argentina are very 
nice rich wines; the Single Vineyard Afin- 
cado is one of them. 

The deep ruby red-coloured wine emit- 
ted a smooth, even nose with little hint of 
excess or overwhelming tannins. As | sat 
and took the smell in, | caught hints of 
both plums and a touch of smoke. When | 
first sampled it after leaving it open for 
just a short time, | found the wine rather 
limp, but caught some evidence that more 
was hiding. So | left the wine for a couple 
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hours and when | returned | found some- 
thing completely different. 

It was rich with flavour and very round, 
almost obese. The flavours are quite full 


through the evolution of the taste and 
linger for minutes after, and hints of cher- 
ries are evident. Still, this wine does 
need some time either in a decanter or in 


brunch e lunch e dinner 


10145 - 104 Street 
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a cellar. | would recommend two to three 
hours in the decanter to let this wine’s 
true flavours reveal themselves. It's defi- 
nitely worth the wait. w 
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on my mind, we settled on a simple 
margarita pizza ($9.43). 


ORDERING DRINKS was a bit more con- 


fusing. There was no menu, but the 
person behind the counter was more 
than happy to answer our questions. 
Wine, beer, liqueurs, Italian sodas and 
juices are available as well as the 
fabled coffee. | really wanted a latté, 
but the only milk they carry is homog- 
enized, something | simply cannot put 
in my body. An espresso ($1.89) 
would have to suffice, along with a 
glass of red wine. 

Owners Antonio Bilotta and Daniele 
Tosta believe in simplicity: their motto 
is “less is more.” By concentrating on 
doing a few things extremely well, they 
feel they can meet the needs and 
expectations of their customers better. 
Thus their coffees only come in one 
size, they offer only one type of milk 
and they keep the menu small yet com- 
plete. Their coffee is made with fair- 
trade, organic beans that are exclusive 
to Da Capo. Quality is emphasized and 
everything they offer is made in-house, 
including the tempting biscotti made by 
Antonio's mom. 

Not long after ordering, our drinks 
were delivered. True to its reputation, 
it was really good espresso—intense, 
rich and concentrated without any 

ngering bitterness. I had just enough 
time to: ‘sip contently and assuage my 
craving before the smell of 
i melted cheese announced 
of our pizza. 
t appealing, the 10” pizza 
plate. A light, golden crust sur- 
creamy mozzarella; wilted 
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and bursts of tomato sauce escaped 
from the sides. Because we didn’t have 
the patience to let it cool, warm cheese 
strings trailed from our slices as we 
each grabbed a piece. The edge of the 
crust was light and crisp and combined 
nicely with the velvety mozzarella. 
There was just enough tangy sauce and 
lemony basil to add a bit of dimension 
to the mellowness of the cheese. 

My second bite was a bit of a sur- 
prise; it tasted overwhelmingly of oil 
(olive, I think—it definitely wasn’t from 
the cheese). Parts of the crust were 
saturated and soggy. Disappointed, we 
just ended up eating around it. 
Besides, the gelato was calling. 


ALTHOUGH WE ONLY WANTED one scoop 
each ($3.77 a scoop, $.47 extra for a 
waffle cone), they kindly let us do a mix 
of flavours. The gelato was divine— 
rich, velvety and intense. There wasn't 
even a hint of the iciness that can be so 
common in gelato. I couldn't begin to 
choose a favourite—the strawberry that 
tasted like fresh summer berries, the 
vanilla with the intense flecks of vanilla 
bean or the chocolate mint (I snuck a 
taste from my friend’s cone) with the 
perfect balance of bold chocolate and 
vibrant mint. Heaven. 

I know I won't be able to stay away 
from that gelato for long. My dilemma 
now is that I want to try Antonio’s 
mom’s biscotti and don’t want to have 
to choose. | suppose | could always 
get one of them to go. I’m also going 
to try their pizza again—they were 
just so genuinely pleasant and helpful 
and everything else was so good that 
it was probably an anomaly. 

Stop by Da Capo, indulge in a great 
cup of coffee and experience the pas- 
sion the owners display—one that will 
surely infect you before you make 
your way out the door..w 
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Whitewater Cooks, 
everyone else enjoys 


the planet is available on-line has 
boggled me since the advent of 
Google and countless delectable 
internet cooking sites. What is it that choose from, the Hungarian Mush- 
keeps people fondling the gravy- room Barley Soup was an easy 
stained spiral-bound books that line —_ choice. | love mushroom soup, and 
their kitchen shelves? this best-selling Fresh Tracks soup 
When I laid eyes on acopy of was simple to make with delicious 
Whitewater Cooks by Shelley results. Mushrooms, onions, barley 
Adams, it began to come clear—likea and vegetable stock were flavored 
freshly formed icicle hanging froma _— with fresh rosemary and dill, then 
frigid mountain ski lift. Beautifully laid thickened with whipping cream to 
out with glossy full-page photos and __ give it that creamy texture. 
easy-to-read recipes, the book I also made the Honey Curry 
brought back memories of flipping Spinach Salad, which was all about 
through cookbooks for the shear _ the rich, flavourful and vividly 
enjoyment of the experience. coloured dressing. Refreshing and 
Based on the recipes of the Fresh tart, we finished off the spinach salad 
Tracks Café at Whitewater Winter ina matter of minutes. 
Resort, 21 km south of Nelson, BC, The Roasted Corn and Red Pepper 
the delightful tome opens a frosted Salsa with added black beans was 
window to the well-protected recipes _ colorful and flavored with one of my 
of the café’s creative director and favorite spices—cilantro. The 
manager Shelley Adams. With years caramelized corn gave this salsa side 
of catering experience backed by _ dish a new twist. We served it as a 
world-class training in Paris, Adams _ salad alongside the freshly baked 
moved to Nelson in 1985 alongside _ Fresh Tracks Corn Bread. 
her husband, Mike. Her hearty, ener- Despite being left in the oven for an 
gy-restoring meals have been warm- _ extra eight minutes, the corn bread 
ing the aprés-ski crowd at Whitewater _ turned out too moist. My friend who 
since they bought the resort inthe made it said he’d likely reduce the 
mid-'90s. Ski Canada magazine just quantity of oil next time he tried it— 
voted Fresh Tracks “Best Cafeteria _ this is no low-fat bread, with a full 
Food” in Canada—quite an accolade. cup of vegetable oil and a cup of 
A large part of this cookbook’s _ cheddar cheese in each 9" x 13” loaf— 
appeal can be attributed to the mag- _and up the oven temperature by 25 
nificent photography of Nelson resi- degrees. Regardless, the flavours 
dent David R Gluns. Luscious food were great, with the addition of 
shots share the book with amazing _ jalapeno giving it a solid bite. 
photos capturing the beauty and If I'm asked to offer up any criti- 
serenity of Whitewater Winter Resort. cism, I'd have to point out that her 
choice to not produce the book with 
| GOT TOGETHER with friends last metric measures, or at least both 
weekend to test a few of the recipes _ metric and imperial side by side, was 
from Adams’ hot first book. For the a disappointment. Isn’t that what 
most part, our group was composed _ makes a Canadian cookbook quintes- 
of vegetarians, so we avoided the __ sentially Canadian? 
meat dishes and focused our stom- Regardless, this lovely book remind- 
achs on some of the numerous Jacto- | ed me of why cookbooks have been 
ovo-vegetarian recipes. I offered to _ selling like hotcakes since the days of 
make a soup and salad, and two other _ Betty Crocker, and always will. We all 
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H ZENARI / vivien@vueweekly.com 

™, 0n't let Noodle 42’s function- 
al name (the number refers to 
—# its North Edmonton street 
address) fool you. Though it may con- 
jure up images of a generic Asian 
restaurant with non-existent atmos- 
phere and food that fills the stomach 
but fails to tantalize the tongue, 
there's a lot hiding behind that simple 
moniker. 

The restaurant will demolish your 
expectations the moment you walk in 
the door: upon entering the restau- 
rant’s small foyer the first thing 1 saw 
was a remarkable fish tank filled with 
gorgeous orange goldfish. The clarity 
of the water, the placid gaze of the 
fish, which gently crowded away from 
my dinner party as we walked past 
them into the dining room, epito- 
mized the simple yet satisfying experi- 
ence we were about to have. 

The restaurant was surprisingly 
busy on this night, considering that 
Noodle 42 is new and off the beaten 
track in a back corner of Clareview 
Towne Centre. The dining room was 
large, with about 25 tables. The new- 
ness of the space, which threatened 
to make the restaurant feel corporate, 
was saved from industrial austerity by 
the fish tank, which was visible inside 
the dining room, as well as two large 
wooden trellises that hung from the 
ceiling with silk flowers climbing 
across them. Its high ceilings, which 
betrayed its strip-mall origins, gave 
the restaurant a pleasing airiness, 
while the mild earth tones kept the 
interior light, but not clinically so. 

Though the dining staff seemed 
quite busy, we were quickly greeted 
and seated by a gracious and atten- 
tive hostess, qualities we found in all 
the staff who dealt with us. The 
restaurant advertises itself as Viet- 
namese, Chinese and Thai, but I tried 
to stick to Vietnamese cuisine, since 
this seemed to be Noodle 42’s true 
focus. We began with Vietnamese 
spring rolls ($5.50) and deep-fried 


a? 


squid ($10.95), which arrived on white 
oval plates soon after we ordered. We 
received five rolls with a smattering of 
chopped lettuce on the side, Viet- 
namese style, and a small dish of dip- 
ping sauce. The squid was ina 
generous heap mixed with some deep 
fried onion. The light-orange batter 
on the squid and onions was crisp, 
and the food inside was tender. Nei- 
ther the squid nor the spring rolls 
were oily. 


FOR THE MAIN MEAL, we ordered 
grilled chicken with lemongrass and 
rice ($7.95) and pan-fried pork with 
lemongrass and egg roll on vermicelli 
rice noodles ($7.95). The grilled chick- 
en arrived shaped into several flat 
rounds with a large mound of rice and 
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a salad of lettuce, cucumber and 
tomato. The chicken had a light 
smoky flavour and, though its consis- 
tency was a bit too dense for me, it 
was certainly palatable. The pan-fried 
pork arrived in a big bowl, with the 
pork piled on top of the vermicelli 
along with a few slices of red and 
green pepper and sprinkles of finely 
chopped peanuts. This dish was my 
favourite: it looked great, for one 
thing, and the pork had a mild flavour 
enhanced by the peanuts and the pep- 
per (one of my favourite vegetables), 


al 42's plain name hides a unique treat 


while the vermicelli was delicate and 
cool under the topping 

We finished with Vietnamese coffee 
($3.95). The server brought us the cof- 
fee still in progress, with individual 
Vietnamese coffee filters atop glasses 
with sweet condensed milk at the bot- 
tom. All we had to do was wait for the 
coffee to finish dripping into the glass, 
stir the milk and coffee and pour the 
mixture into tall glasses filled with ice 
Though the Edmonton winter made 
the experience somewhat unseasonal, 
Vietnamese coffee certainly beats the 
iced coffee drinks that the chain cof- 
fee shops sell. 

The coffee sealed the deal for me 
Though the strip-mall space threat- 
ened a deficit in charm, Noodle 42 
made up for this by a tidy modern 
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interior, good food, and a responsive 
staff It was so good, in fact, it might 
even become a coffee hangout for me 
and my friends, never mind a solid 
addition to our usual roster of eat-in 
and take-out places. v 
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Riding shotgun 


INTO UNDISCOVERED POWDER COUNTRY 


B0BB! BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 

reshly unshackled trom a nine- 
Fe job, the email from my 

editor read, “How about starting 
off your freelance career with a 
bang?” Why would | resist? The trip 
would be my own private snowboard- 
ing epic through Idaho, and it 
changed my life. 
Unexpectedly, | found myself atop a 
three-metre drop in the Hidden Valley 
range at Brundage Mountain Resort. 
Chiff jumping was not yet in my reper- 
toire. “What should Ido?” I yelled 
down to ski instructor Corey Whitney, 
standing knee-deep in powder. “You 
should jump.” 

So I did. Brundage was my fourth 
stop of five resorts in as Many days. 
My quads were begging for mercy. I 
found myself humming to match the 
buzz in my legs, coaxing them 
through yet another powder parade. 

it was the last run of the day, and 
we were discussing where to leave 
our mark. We passed the ski patrol 
putting up the ropes to close the Hid- 
den Valley. “The rope isn’t up yet,” I 
pointed out. “You're right,” replied 
Corey, still hesitating 

“And you're doing your job, show- 
ing the Canadian around,” I reminded. 
“You wouldn’t want her to be disap- 
pointed. Besides, she needs to jump 
off another cliff.” 

We ripped into the rocky, treed area 
on the resort’s boundaries. We ended 
up a bit too low to go back to the 
cliffs, but fallen trees work too. Our 
other riding companion, Sean, went 
first to check the landing four metres 
below. A plume of white fluttered 
above him. “Your turn,” chided Corey. 
s off, weightless, falling into 


MY ADVENTURE HAD begun three days 


earlier at Silver Mountain Resort, two 
hours east of Spokane. It’s easy to find 
just follow 190 from Coeur d’Alene and 
it's on your right. Silver is very hard to 
miss, but if you blink you just might— 
the first three phases of condos built in 
the growing base village sold out with- 
in a day. | can see why: all you have to 
do is roll out of bed, grab a compli- 
mentary locally roasted coffee and 
jump on the gondola. What more 
could you ask for? Other than disgust- 
ing amounts of snow? 

A fresh foot had fallen the morning 
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of my arrival. After the 20-minute 
pleasure trip up the gondola, ski 
patroller Serena greeted me and 
pulled out a trail map. “The ropes 
haven't dropped yet. You're in fora 
treat,” she beamed. “PK wants me to 
show you his runs.” 

PK is the brains behind the shaping 
of the Chair 2 Basin, some of the best 
chill glades I've ever ridden. The 
angle wasn’t intense, but the trees 
were playful. “They were made by 
skiers with skiers’ lines in mind, so 
they're really awesome,” said Serena 
proudly. No argument here. 

J also didn’t argue when Serena 
and I stood above the completely 
untouched North Face Glades, and 
she let me go first. I was, after all, the 
guest. We spent the majority of our 
time in the North Face, steeper than 
the Chair 2, which transitioned 
from wide to tight. Pine 
trees bent in agony at the 
foot of snow bearing 
down. | could hardly 
contain squeals at the 
line choices before 
me. Smooth, deep, 
untouched snow lay down, 
sweetly steep and waiting to be rav- 
aged. I followed Serena a little ways 
into the trees. She stopped and 
stepped aside. “I don’t want to ruin 
your line. Have fun.” 

The search for gold in the Silver Val- 
ley (guess what they actually found) 
began 120 years ago when Noah Kel- 
logg’s jackass stumbled over a shiny 
chunk of rock. The rest, as they say, is 
history: the Jackass Ski Bow! opened in 
1968 and kept its fantastic name until 
1973. They still have a run named Jack 
ass, to skier's left of what used to be the 
Jackass chair (now ingeniously named 
Chair 4). Seems management didn't like 
the moniker, but | like to think it spoke 
to the small-town good nature of the 
people on the hill. Similar to many 
resorts in the west, mining is what 
brought the people but riding keeps 
them here. It’s a blue collar village- 
turned-destination resort. The longest 
single-stage gondola was built 15 years 
later and the resort village followed. 
Now, Silver is aiming for gold amongst 
destination ski resorts in Idaho. 

Usually, word of good resorts gets 
around. We all know about Whistler, 
Red and Whitefish. Without ever being 
to Idaho I'd heard of Brundage, Tama- 
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rack and Schweitzer. But I'd never 
heard of Silver Mountain. Few others 
have, either—as evidenced by my shock 
at seeing 10 people in line at 10:30 am, 
the first we'd seen all morning. 

“Why aren't people here?” I asked 
incredulously over a delicious vanilla 
bourbon stout at noon. I was reeling 
from adrenaline. Cathi Jerome, Sil- 
ver’s marketing director, replied, 
“They think Pacific Northwest snow is 
heavy. They call it Cascade Crud.” 

Indeed, many of Silver’s media 
quotes emphasize how light the snow 
is. It reminded me of cocoa—light and 
fluffy but with enough substance to 
make your mouth water. Not unlike 
the stout I’d just enjoyed. Kellogg and 
Wardner peaks provide a tonne of ter- 
rain, although finding something 
crazy steep is more of a challenge. 

At an affordable $46 per pass for 
nearly eight metres of snow per year, 
760 metre vertical drop and 1600 
acres of terrain, Silver Mountain 
Resort is pretty gnarly. But snow, par- 


SNOW ZONE 


ticularly the 43 centimetres that were 
falling while I was at Silver, can make 
driving a nightmare. I stayed at the 
comfortable Morning Star Lodge for 
two nights and decided to head to 
Schweitzer in the morning, as TV sta- 
tions sputtered a perpetual stream of 
heavy snowfall warnings. 

1 left in the dark. Flakes resembling 
flat, wet insects slapped the wind- 
shield. Thirty-seven school districts in 
Spokane were closed and travel advi- 
sories choked the airwaves. | crawled 
along Highway 95 north to Sandpoint. 
As snow accumulated on the high- 
way, so did the ants in my pants. 

An agonizing three hours later I 
arrived at Schweitzer. | checked into 
Selkirk Lodge and threw on my gear 
in less than 12 minutes. Jennifer 
Ekstrom, communications manager, 
met me for breakfast at the Mojo Coy- 
ote Café adjoining the hotel. “You 
made good time,” she said. 

Less talk, more rock, I thought, but 
we sat down for the pleasantries. Jen- 
nifer was feeling me out, telling me 
about the recently added high-speed 
quad and a triple chair, increasing the 
resort’s uphill capacity by 28 per cent. 


Schweitzer has also been added to 
Skiing Magazine's top 25 ski resorts in 
North America. Then she asked me 
what I wanted to do. “Ride,” | 
answered. “How much snow did you 
get last night?” 

“We've had eight inches in the last 
few hours. Some writers hesitate and 
say they haven’t skied much in the past 
year—that's why | ask. But you look 
like you're ready to go,” Jennifer smiled. 

“We can talk about the hill on the 
chair,” | murmured through a yummy 
black bean burrito. She picked up her 
board on the way out. “What do you 
have for trees?” | asked hurriedly, 
searching for the sleeves of my jacket. 

“Skiing Magazine rated us the third 
best glades in North America,” she 
said proudly. 

1 almost choked, “What the hell are 
we doing in here?” 


BASIN EXPRESS FERRIED US up 300- 
plus metres in four minutes. To be 
polite, | asked Jennifer to go ahead, 
showing me the requisite blue runs 
off the new chair. The run, Midway, 
was an anticipatory warm-up. Blue 
runs are not why people come here. 


Now, there’s something you need 
to know about Schweitzer. The resort 
was open 28 days when | arrived, and 
a bluebird had only peaked her head 
out of the fog twice. Though I could 
see no more than 50 metres ahead of 
me and the light was flat, Jennifer 
tried to familiarize me with the terrain 
lay-out. We traversed along the Great 
Divide and all the way to Australia, so 
named because the trees are in the 
shape of the continent. 

1 couldn't see the fog for the trees. 
Bent like they had belly-aches, the 
snow ghosts stood sentinel while Jen- 
nifer and I zigged and zagged 
between them. I could hear her laugh 
through the quiet fog, glimpses of her 
green coat popped between white 
mounds. The glades ended in a linger- 
ing, lactic ski out to the Snow Ghost 
chair. “Third in North America? That's 
it?” | was breathless. Jennifer and I got 
back on the lift. Feeling selfish, 1 
asked, “Why do you want people to 
know about this?” 

"| feel so fortunate to be here,” she 
replied, “I want people to come play in 
my playground.” With more than 2900 
acres to explore and a 720 metre verti- 
cal drop, Schweitzer’s new tagline is 
“Carve your own space.” I was feeling 
more like a playground bully. No matter 
how big Australia is, it’s still too small. 
Especially in trees like that. 

We later stomped through Siberia 
and Pucci’s Chute, and I was beside 
myself. I spent my entire thigh-charring 
day there. But I don’t agree with Jen- 
nifer, 1 wouldn’t want people to go there 
ifit was mine, even if lift tickets are only 
$55. Bumper stickers in the parking lot 
Tead “Don’t come here.” And maybe 
they won’t—yet. Kirk Johnson, who 
funs the repair shop where you can get 
your boards waxed for $10 by morning, 
asked me over pints at Pucci’s Pub if I 
knew what Schweitzer meant in Ger- 
man. “Can't see shit!” he laughed. 

Andrew Flaschenreim, who waxed 
my board and gently told me it 
sucked, did a damn fine job of waxing 
it none the less. “The holidays bring 
the numbers up, but the fog keeps 
them away.” He likes it though, and 
described Schweitzer as if you're 


walking on the moon. “There could be 
hundreds of people around you, but 
you can’t see or hear them.” 

Perhaps the fog is what makes 
Schweitzer better. You're supposed to 
be able to see three mountain ranges, 
three states and Canada. I was having 
a hard time thinking of home, so | did- 


n't care that I couldn’t see it. But | think — 


! left a piece of my heart in Siberia. 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


Edmonton's Best Selection of Snowboards. 


Easy Rider 


Ski and surf at 
the same resort 


BOBBI BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 
Silver Mountain Resort has it all, 
including riding water in two. different 
States of matter. You can ride snow 
then surf waves—both in the same day 
atthe same place. Silver has built Silver 
Rapids, the first indoor water park of its 
calibre in the west. Who'da thunk? You 
Can now surf, slide, tube, dunk, soak 
and swirl in the high country. 


ADVENTURE 


The new Silver Rapids water park 
includes a floating bar, swirl pools, tube 
slides, a river, raft slides, a kids’ lagoon 
and (drum roll, please) a FlowRider Surf 
Wave. Ten thousand gallons of water 
course into the FlowRider's wave box in 
ten seconds, enough power to actually 
surf indoors. Silver Rapids will open 
later in 2008, joining an ever-expanding 
list of things to do at Silver: snow tub- 
ing, terrain park with more than 30 fea- 
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tures, night skiing, snowshoeing, gondo- 
la rides, golfing, mountain biking, hiking 


... the list goes on. w 


4211-106 Street - 413-4554 
www. TheEasyRider.com 


SNOW ZONE 


Our dumps are white and fluffy 


NNN Veskicastle'cas 


Check out www.castlevacations.ca for the wi 
Best in the West ski’n sleep packages, or call 1.888.SKITONS © 
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888-242-3343 ¢ Jasper, Alberta 


WE RENT 


Waphf«clil 


AC SKIS ‘ALL CONDITIONS’ 
WITH TECNICA MODO B00TS 


SALES ° SERVICE * RENTALS 


Hostelling International Jasper 


IDAHO 


NEXT, MY ADVENTURE turned south to 
Boise where I had the unique pleasure 
of night-time skiing at Bogus Basin 
Recreation Area. Driving north of 
Boise, the road progressed from flat 
city streets to a twisting narrow road 
within 45 minutes. Snow drifts 
reached far above the car roof. 

Despite being in the high plains 
desert, Bogus is a 2600-acre area with 
a 540 metre vertical drop that gets 
around four metres of snow per year. 
1 was surprised to see that it was so 
big, and more shocked to learn that 
Bogus Basin is a non-profit, charitable 
organization, run by an all-volunteer 
Board of Directors whose sole pur- 
pose is family fun. 

I may have had more fun if a howl- 
ing 50 km/hr wind wasn't blasting me 
with shrapnel. My cheeks were raw as 
the sun set over the city lights, but it 
didn’t seem to bother the vast number 
of kids ripping down the runs. 

Riding at night was relaxing, even if! 
had to ride with my mitt over my face. 
Bogus is made of three bowls and mar- 
keting director Jenifer Johnson and | 
spent the majority of our time on the 
backside of the mountain, where the 
wind was slightly less harrowing. 

Bogus, so named because of fool’s 
gold found there, has been operating for 
65 years. Its unique combination of city 
proximity, intermediate terrain and; 
admirable ideals brings close to 300 000 
people every year. Fifty thousand more 
enjoy the extensive Nordic and snow- 
shoe trail network and tubing park. 

Despite the weather, night skiing 
made for a new perspective on riding, 
which was fitting considering the type 
of recreation that Bogus encourages. 
Jenifer was pleased to show me around 
the hill she is obviously very proud of— 
and who wouldn't be? A ski hill that 
successfully serves over a quarter of a 


With discounted programs for schools 
and at-risk youth, and adaptive pro- 
grams for people with disabilities? In 
an often elitist sport, Bogus has a 
refreshing business outlook. 


THE FOLLOWING MORNING, The cittlese 
Hobo theme song was running 
through my head. I hopped in the 
rented CRV in search of the Big B— 
Brundage—and headed north. I'd driv- 
en through the cute town of McCall 
two years ago on a road trip through 
Idaho, Montana and Utah, stopping 
for a milkshake at Bryan's Burger Den 
which sadly no longer exists. As I 
passed the tranquil Payette Lake and 
Brundage Mountain Resort, I'd won- 
dered at that time if I'd ever be able to 
ride there. Seems things have a way 
of working out. 

This time, relentless snow and 
bundled parkas replaced sunshine 
and beach bums—and | was OK with 
that because Brundage supposedly 
has “The Best Snow in Idaho™.” It's a 
lofty phrase, considering the state 
competition. 

Communications director April 
Russell was assured and confident I 
would agree with the tagline. The 
snow is like talcum powder and 
there's a shitload of it—10 metres per 
season. As | walked up the stairs to 
the lodge, she approached me saying, 
“You must be Bobbi. | know you like 


trees and powder, so when you're 
ready, we can get out there.” 

1 looked at her quizzically. ” 
Googled you,” she explained. “We 
don’t need to mess around on the 
blue runs, although we only have 
about four. Do you need to do a 
warm-up run?” 

Standing above North, a blue run 
flanked by trees, each individual branch 
laden with fresh snow on a backdrop of 
white fog, I was getting the impression 
that April meant business. 

“Uh, not really,” | replied, although 
my legs were still wooden from 
Schweitzer. 

“Good,” she said, disappearing into 
the trees. I liked her instantly. 

To be honest, I was expecting a 
typical local hill with groomed blues 
and greens, and that the tagline was 
just because it rhymed. I was utterly 
wrong, Local hill, yes. Beginne: 
friendly, hell mo. Sure, there’s a ski 
schoo] and a day care, but chances 
are mom and dad were born and bred 
powder hounds who've been ripping 
those 1500 acres, as were their par- 
ents, since it opened in 1963. 

In the humble lodge, | asked April 
why Brundage maintains its family 
run roots—there must be several 
lucrative offers, especially with Tama 
rack down the road. “We're a no frills 
mountain. People come here to ride 
The community wanted to keep it 


million people per year is not for profit? 


Whiteouts mean skiing by Braille 


Details & Reservations: 
1-877-852-0781 
jasper@hihostels.ca 
www.hihostels.ca/jasper 


Call for the best rates on Marmot lift tickets, 
the Maligne Conyon icewalk, dog sledding, 
snowshoeing, hibernating, socializing and the 
most fun place you've stayed in. 
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> Ws italian’ 


TRATIORIA 


PASTA — VEAL — CHICKEN — STEAKS — PIZZA 


Jasper’s newest Italian Restaurant 
located in the Whistlers Inn 


Pasta S ecials 
from $9.99 


602 Connaught Drive 


across from the train station 


Ph: 780.852.4070 


We take teams and groups 
with advanced reservations for 
Breakfast & Dinner 
Seasonal Hours May Apply 


t one point or another, we've all 
encountered a whiteout. On the 
ap, the mountain stood twice 


as tall as the one we saw before us. The 
top half shrouded by thick clouds, we 
loaded on the chair and rose into the 
gray. Once in the clouds, the visibility 
dropped to the chair ahead or so. Some- 
times more. Sometimes less. And snow, 
it started snowing, hard, thick fat flakes. 
In the Summit House, we downed a cup 
of coffee and shared a brownie in the 
futile hope the visibility would improve. 
No go ... time to ski. When the light 
turns flat and the terrain beckons, a few 
simple techniques keep you on your feet 
no matter what you ride. 

One, stay loose: keep your knees 
bent and arms relaxed, to suck up the 
bumps and terrain changes. Two, keep 
turning. Always have your skis/board 
loaded. Never traverse. When you ride 
a turn, you exert immediate control on 
the ski/board. As the terrain changes, 
the loaded ski enables you to make 
quick changes in direction and speed. 
If the ski is just running, you have to 
load it to make a change. 


= 
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A | keithl@vueweekly.com 


Think of it as if you are standing still. 
Standing still on a hill, to make a move 
one way or the other you are limited. 
But if you are running down the hill 
and have to jump one way or the other, 
your range is far greater coupled with 
the downward motions and momen- 
tum. Same is true on skis or a board. 

The other reason to keep turning 
is the feedback returned from the 
skis/board. As you pass over snow 
changes and terrain change, the 
board immediately responds and 
gives you feedback about the ter- 
rain changes. These reactions pro- 
vide a texture for the terrain and 
let you know where and what you 
are riding. 

Tip three, ski standing up—don’t 
hunch over. The more upright you 
remain, the more reactive you can be to 
terrain changes. If you're hunched over 


and hit a bump, you have less of a range 
to absorb the bump. Standing up, you 
have the full range to absorb the bump 

Four, ski near features—the edges o! 
runs, near the trees or in the trees. The 
trezes give you a solid perspective base 
put of the dislocating flat light. 

The fifth thing you can do is remain 
balanced on the center of your skis, 
on the balls of your feet. Don’t allow 
yourself to end up on your heels 
Think of someone waiting for a serve 
on the base line of a tennis court 
They stand ready, moving from one 
foot to the other off the balls of thei! 
feet so they can react to whicheve! 
way the ball is served. They react ol! 
the balls of their feet. Same in skiing 
Stay on the balls of your feet and be 
ready to react. 

The last thing is, just ski. The only 
way you will ever be able to ski blind is 
to actually ski in flat light. Don’t drop 
the day, spend it on the hill. Maybe 
don’t ski to the upper end of your abili 
ty, but drop back a bit and practice 
Most importantly, stay centered and 
always turn. And enjoy the day. v 
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ple, so they've kept it in the family 
ve all love them for it.” 
r day was only interrupted by 
thing: a well-deserved pint at 
oky's Pub, named after the one- 
dog that saved the lodge from 
3. It’s too perfect to describe. 
lunch, the air grew thick and 
eavy grey clouds continued to 
ath I did not visit the backside 
Lakeview Bowl, not because I could- 
n't see it but because the unmarked 
area known as Mexico was too sweet 
to leave. It’s thick with trees and gul- 
lies, but the fall-lines are perfect for 
snowboarders—not once did I have to 
struggle through a painful traverse. 
There aren’t many marked runs at 
Brundage. They leave discovery to 
you. Your morning starts at the apex 
of a crescendo that opens to heart- 
swelling, face-aching glee. I was 
standing in the Meadow Bowl, heavy 
air pressing down on my shoulders 
when | remembered a horoscope | 
had read six months ago. It read this 
year would be a turning point. That | 
would find “my power spot, my moth- 
er lode, my sacred ground.” And there 
it was. I left Brundage after the best 
day of riding in my life. Enough said. 


| WOKE UP AT tamarack Resort, eyes 
stinging, head aching, legs hissing, 
hungry, dehydrated and discombobu- 
lated. You might even say I was 
cranky. But then I saw something | 
hadn't seen in five days: blue sky. 

One red-eye coffee, a litre of water 
and a breakfast burrito later, | was off 
for first tracks with the Club. The Club 
is an exclusive group for Tamarack 
homeowners and their guests; they 


have priority access to all activities at 
the four-season resort: world-class 
alpine, nordic and backcountry skiing, 
as well as golfing, rafting, hiking, 
mountain biking ... the list goes on. 
Tamarack is a self-sustaining village 
complete with a medical clinic and 
church. It’s an oasis, nestled in the 
Payette River Mountains overlooking 
Lake Cascade. The sun was breaking 
over the peaks as the hushed Tama- 
tack Express whisked us 500 metres 
up the mountain. I was quiet. A fur- 
ther 330 metres placed us at the sum- 
mit overlooking 2100 acres of terrain. 
Nearly two thirds of the expected 
eight metres of snow had already fall- 
en. In the distance, heavy grey clouds 
were looking to unload some more. 

Many of the runs are appropriately 
named: Me First, Encore, Hoo Ya! Bliss 
is a ripping groomer that undulates 
between glades all the way to the ter- 
rain park, which includes a monstrous 
22-foot Olympic sized superpipe. I got 
vertigo just looking at it. 

Within 12 minutes we were back at 
the 2300 metre summit, riding over 
Canoe Ridge to a cornice, dropping 
into pure Adrenaline, a champagne- 
filled trackless glade. From leg-burn- 
ing powder to Mach 10 corduroy, we 
then dropped into the Grove just 
below mid-mountain. 

It was silent. Looming tamaracks, 
red against the white snow, stood at 
attention as we picked our way 
through the heavy snow. Snowflakes 
sparkled. I couldn't help but feel a 
sense of loss, knowing I would be 
leaving within hours. | slowed my 
pace and watched a snow hare 
bounce out of a tree well, skip across 


the snow and disappear into another. 

After the Grove, our group split and 
went separate ways; | continued rid- 
ing with Jessica Flynn, Tamarack 
communications director, and her 
clever boyfriend, Kevin. “What do you 
have left in you? Want to find some 
more powder?” 

I was thoroughly beaten and burned, 
but Kevin convinced me we needed to 
return to the summit. Sometimes my 
arms are made of rubber, but it’s unfor- 
tunate other parts of my body aren't. We 
slipped over a knoll and four turns in, I 
forgot my gospel. My rear leg had 
dropped into the second circle of hell. 1 
eased off my tail, buried my tip and 
launched myself into a cartwheel. My 
head assisted as the fulcrum and rat-a- 
tal-tat went my neck. I dug in with my 
toe edge as my legs came around. 
Catching up to Kevin, he smiled wryly. 
“How you doing?” he asked as | flopped 
flat on my back. “I just used my head as 
a pivot in a cartwheel,” | replied. 

"| forgot to tell you that’s not why they 
call this run ‘The Spine,’” he laughed. 
“You have to use your head, but not like 
that.” Thanks, dude. We cruised back to 
the lodge, | picked up my camera and 
relegated my hurting body to the side- 
lines to watch rubbery daredevils flip 
and jib in a slope style competition. 

Fat flakes began to fall. As | 
retraced my wheel tracks back to 
Boise to fly home, | listened to C’mon, 
Whitey Houston, Black Mountain and 
Neko Case. Loud. I filed my snow- 
laden memories into a box and tried 
to shut off my heart. White sun blazed 
down the canyon walls. Will Idaho 
change your life? Perhaps. There’s 
only one way to find out. v 
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couple of decades, randon- 

née—or ski mountaineering— Storm at Fernie Alpine Resort Jan 19 
competing is still in its infancy in course has to have between 1200 and _ that saw over 40 participants from a 
Canada. Just four or five years ago, our 1600 metres eachofascent and variety of backgrounds. Members of 
national team consisted of one man, __ descent, with six to eight transitions, | Canada’s national team, like first and 
Revelstoke’s sprite Greg Hill. Interestin where the racers switch from skis and second place Aaron Chance and Jeff 
the sport, however, has been increas- _ skins to skis alone. Colvin, raced alongside old school 
ing. These days there’s a small series There is also a highly technical ele- | mountaineers in their 60s. Dornian 
of competitions across the West, ment, where racers are required to _ expects the Sunshine event to attract 
including this weekend's (Feb 2) third bootpack or climb a ridge on fixed —_ about 80 racers. 
annual Sunshine 5000 at Sunshine Vil- _ ropes. Courses are set collaboratively, “There's about 35 that go and do 
lage and the Kootenay Coldsmoke _ between event organizers, ski patrol __ this kind of thing seriously,” Dornian 
Powder Fest later in the month. And _ and avalanche professionals, and there _—_ explains. “But we also get that many, 
~ bl Se —_— this year Canada will be sending seven _are always alternatives to account for maybe up to twice as many, of casual 
I = skiers, including three women, to the _— conditions. For example, the highly _ people. Either people who are just 


loot beer Poss 


World Championships in Switzerland. _ technical ascent up Delirium Dive that mountain professionals, mountain 
It’s the largest team yet. has been on the Sunshine course for enthusiasts, some old guys that have 

For the uninitiated, randonnée the last two years may be axed this _ done a lot of backcountry skiing and 
races incorporate all of the elements time around because of extremely __ stuff like that will race on the full 
of backcountry ski touring. There are _—_ unstable conditions. courses and do fine. We've had people 
ascents with skis and skins, boot- Folks looking for something less _ in their 60s, fat media representa- 


packing peaks and big mountain _ specialized, however, can test their _ tives—all kinds of people come out 
descents. According to the Alpine _ grit on the introductory shorter cours- | Sponsors jump in, some of the local 
Club's David Dornian, one of the — es, with fewer transitions andless _ outdoor shops get up teams. MEC Van- 


4 yey be Le ; a organizers of the Sunshine 5000 and _hairy ascents. Because each competi- _ couver seems to have three or four 
' = 5 one of two internationally qualified _ tion has the two types of courses, the 
Come | Nn a nd TRY [T! officials in the country, the advanced _ sport has attracted both serious and CONTINUES ON PAGE 22 
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“AND THEY'VE NEVER BEEN EASIER TO ENJOY! 
LET SOMEONE ELSE WORRY ABOUT DRIVING, NOW THERE'S 2 EASY WAYS TO RELAX YOUR WAY TO JASPER 


~SNOWTRAIN TO JASPER {DEPARTING EDMONTON AT 4PM ON FRIDAYS} 
“DAILY SHUTTLE SERVICE WITH SUNDOG TOURS. 


SKIMARMOT.COM 
1-866-952-3816 


MARMOT BASIN 


SKIINGJIASPER,COM 
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Set amidst the beautiful Rocky Mountains, 
The Jasper Inn Alpine Resort is the 
perfect setting for a romantic getaway. 


Package includes: 

= 2 night's accommodation in a luxurious, 
Maligne’Executive suite with Jacuzzi 

™ Continental Breakfast each morning 
at The Inn Restaurant 


*™ Chilled Champagnewpon.arrival 
p Subject to availability. 


Valid until 


May 31,.2008 


| 


micetype here ? micetype here ? micetype here ? micetype here ? 


JASPER INN 


ALPINE RESORT & INN RESTAURANT 
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STAY AT THE ASTORIA, A FRIENDLY, FAMILY RUN 
HOTEL THAT CATERS TO ATHLETIC AND ADVEN- 
TUROUS PEOPLE. OUR RATES ARE MODEST, THE - 


ROOMS ARE ATTRACTIVE WITH COMFORTABLE 

BEDS AND LOTS OF AMENITES. ‘ . 

“CENTRAL JASPER LOCATION ADJACENT TO TOTEM'S SPORT SHOP 
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Snowboards Skateboards 


CONDITIONS REPORT 
Local 


Rabbit Hill — 60cm base, 6m new snow. All runs and lifts open. 
Snow Valley — 60cm base, fem new snow. All runs and lifts open. 
Sun Ridge — 60cm base, no new snow. All runs and lifts open. 
Edmonton Ski Club — All runs and lifts are open. 


Alberta 


Canada Olympic Park — 100cm base, no new snow. 

} Castle Mountain — 109-259cm base, 20cm of new snow. 5 lifts and 61 trails open. 
Lake Louise — 149-15icm base, 19cm of new snow. All lifts and 123 runs open. 
Marmot Basin — 99cm hase, no new snow. All lifts and 78 runs open. 

} Mt Norquay — 60-85cm base, 11cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 

|} Nakiska — 87-98cm base, 8cm of new snow. All lifts and 26 trails open. 
|| Sunshine Vilage — 155cm hase, 31cm of new snow. All lifts and 101 runs open. 
| Tawatimaw — 60cm base, 10cm of new snow. All lifts and 23 runs open. 


1 B.C. 


Apex — 179em base, Bem of new snow. 3 lifts and G7 runs open. 

Big White — 213cm hase, 23cm of new snow. 14 lifts and 94 runs open. 

Femie — 305cm base, 53cm of new snow. 9 lifts and 112 runs open. 

Kicking Horse — 159cm base, 17cm of new snow. 

Kimberley — 143-163cm base, Sem of new snow. 5 lifts and 80 trails open. 

Mt. Washington — 40ficm base, no new snow. All runs open. 

Panorama — 70-118cm base, 18cm of new snow. All lifts and 120 runs open. 
Pownler King — 212-360cm base, Sem of new snow. 

Red Mountain — 187cm base, 12cm new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Revelstoke —20 1cm base, 3 lifts and 27 trails open. 

Saver Star — 109-188cem base, 21cm of new snow. 11 lifts and 115 runs open. 
Sun Peaks — 140-194cm hase, 27cm of new snow. 12 lifts and 122 trails open. 
Whistler/ Blackcomb — 225cm hase, Gem of new snow. 23 lifts and 126 groomed runs 
open. 

White Water — 250cm base, no new snow. All lifts and 11 runs open. 


U.S.A. 


49 North — 208-290cm base, 20cm new snow. 3 lifts and 68 runs open. 

Big Sky — 145-216cm hase, 15cm of new snow. 

Crystal Mountain — 180cm base. 45 runs, 7 lifts open. 

Great Divide — 76-102cm hase. 80 runs open. 

Lookout Pass — 264-376cm base, 80cm new snow. 

Mt. Spokane — 203-300cm base, 13cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Schweitzer Mt. — 211-35 1cm hase, 42em-new snow. § lifts and 70 runs open. 
Silver Mt. Resort — 183-305cm base, 28cm new snow. 7 lifts and 72 runs open. 
Sun Volley — 127-246cm base, 58cm new snow. 13 lifts and 87 runs open. 


All conditions accurate as of Jan. 30, 2008 
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COMPETIION 


people who are super keen and actual- 
ly travel for events and stuff like that.” 


MODERN DAY ski-mountaineering 
competitions didn’t start in Canada 
until about 2000. The Alpine Club of 
Canada, part of a larger international 
alpine organization (Union Interna- 
tionale des Associations d’Alpinisme 
or UIAA), took on the responsibility of 
hosting events as part of an agree- 
ment with the UIAA. With an increas- 
ing presence of both racers and races 
around the globe, there’s been a 
greater push for randonnée to join the 
roster of events at the winter 
Olympics. The newly minted Ski 
Mountaineering Competition Canada 


= FALL LINES 


“Every women has an inner 


goddesses they are.” Thus Whistler is 
inviting all ladies to its mountains on 
Mar | - 9 to take part in its “Charge of 
the Goddess: A Week for Women” 
event. The week will consist of Ladies 
Buy Nights where some of Whistler's 


Whistler is looking 


B |e to Whistler's web page, — 


and they should be treated as the 


(SMCC) registered this year asa 
national sports federation and is in 
the beginning stages of dealing with 
the sport’s administration, setting 
guidelines for things like national 
team selection and anti-doping. 

“They'd like to have a bigger pres- 
ence in Canada as the Winter 
Olympics in Whistler in 2010 roll 
around,” Dornian explains. “So we'll 
be hosting a Continental Champi- 
onships in 2009 out there, and things 
like that.” 

Despite the expansion, however, the 
atmosphere at the races here is still 
intimate and friendly. At the Mountain 
Storm in Fernie, for example, 
advanced and intermediate racers 
shared stories of gear trouble and tri- 
umphs, and cheered other racers com- 
ing through the gate. And after the 
competition, those who weren't spent 
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d hors d'oeuvres. During the day 
Barton and Roxy are dropping their 


_. snowboard camp prices by 40 per 
cent. In the morning, ladies are wel- — 


come to join the fresh tracks program. 
This is where you head up the gon-— 
dola for a hearty, early morning 
breakfast and then after the ski patro} 
okays the slope you're cruising fresh 
tracks before the mountain opens to 
the general public. At the end of the 
week there'll be a ie: toga party but 
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took in some turns on the hill together. 
This camaraderie, says Dornian, adds 
to the appeal of the sport. But he also 
thinks that it goes deeper than that. 

“It has a right to be popular,” he 
explains. “It’s the kind of ski racing 
that’s a little closer to people’s ski 
experience. It’s got the excitement 
and challenge of the big terrain in the 
mountains, and it’s not quite so 
ingrown and mutated as the 
armoured skier-cross—it’s something 
that’s accessible. Kind of like distance 
running—that’s accessible to people 
at all levels of the sport, so people 
can go out and compete all together. 
Of course, there’s elite and world- 
class athletes in it, but someone run- 
ning their first race can start off with 
those same guys. You can apply the 
skills directly that you use in the 
backcountry.” v 


a room and a ride. Since high season 
has come and gone there are several 
good deals to be had. The best place 
to check is “Last Minute Hotel Deals” 
-on the resort’s web page. If you want 
to fly you're in luck because Westjet 
currently has a $119 one-way seat 
sale to Vancouver and from there, 
return bus fare to Whistler is about 
$80: You can check out the ladies pro- 
gram and hotel deals at 
whistlerblackcomb: com. ¥ 
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t all started in 2003 when the ever- 
Jimsevative Shane McConkey, 

already at the forefront of the fat 
skiing revolution, mounted snow 
bindings on a pair of 1970s Stinger 
water skis and took them to the big 
lines of the Bella Coola backcountry. 
Able to slide sideways down the fall 
line and check his speed—the so 
called “slarve’—a new direction in the 
progression of big mountain ski 
equipment began. 

New fat skis are incorporating two 
innovative design trends—reverse 
camber and reverse side cut. Reverse 
camber skis and boards are flat 
underfoot and curve progressively 
upwards towards the tip and tail, 
eschewing the traditional cambered 
design made for carving on hard 
pack. Reverse side cut planks are 
widest in the middle and taper 
towards the tip and tail. While snow- 
boarding inspired the fat ski revolu- 
tion, skiing is now leading the 
progression of a new wave of powder 
specific designs. 

The development of powder specif- 
ic ski and snowboard equipment has 
occurred alongside a general trend in 
the skiing and snowboarding popula- 
tion to shun groomers in favour of 
off-piste terrain. With big mountain 
destinations like Kicking Horse and 
Revelstoke Mountain adding to the 
available options for inbounds steeps, 
the training grounds exist for a migra- 
tion to the steep and deep. As more 
and more people venture off groomed 
trails, demands for powder specific 
designs are also increasing. And the 
Snow sports industry is responding. 


THE FIRST PRODUCT to incorporate 


Powder specific designs was 
McConkey's Volant Spatula. Running 
180 mm underfoot and tapering to 
125 mm in the tips and tails, these 
Skis were a specialized big mountain 
Powder tool. By virtue of a greatly 
increased surface area directly 
beneath the skier they enhanced float. 
And, by enabling the skier to slarve, 
they enhanced speed control in tight 


lines. However, reverse side cut made 
them virtually impossible to turn in 
anything but powder and impractical 
for the everyday skier. While these 
skis saw very little distribution and 
were taken off the market, a new 
wave of powder skis has followed in 
their footsteps. 

Take Armada’s new ARG. A reverse 
side cut powder machine with a twist, 
Armada has placed a short side cut 
underfoot allowing them to turn on 
hard pack—just enough to maintain 
control on the way back to the lift. 
With a ‘reverse camber design, the 
only part of the ski that is actually on 
the snow when skiing hard pack is 
the 60 cm or so underfoot, making 
them perform “a lot like a snow 
blade” on the groomers. “They ski 
better than anything else on powder 
but still get you back to the chair,” 
according to one guy I rode the chair 
with on a recent powder day at Baker. 
For the type of skier that views 
groomed trails as an access point to 
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big lines these might be the ideal ski: 
powder performance with just enough 
versatility to get you back to the 
goods. 

The snowboard world has followed 
suit. K2 snowboards released the 
Gyrator this year, a twin tipped snow- 
board with three-stage camber: much 
like the Armada skis, they are flat 
underfoot allowing the rider to utilize 
the board's side cut on hard pack. 
Outside the bindings, however, the 
board curves progressively upwards, 
greatly increasing rider floatation and 
allowing a centered stance even in 
deep powder. The result is a floaty 
powder board that rides like a true 
twin in the deep stuff—freestyle ver- 
satility in a powder specific design. 

Lib Technologies has also released 
a reverse camber snowboard. Called 
the Skate Banana, this design is tout- 
ed more as a butterable freestyle 
machine that will still provide float in 
the powder. It has caught on rapidly, 
at least in the snow heavy Pacific 
Northwest, and the camber, combined 
with traditional side cut, allows for 
easy presses and turns that initiate 
like a shorter ride—the reverse cam- 
ber ensures that less effective edge 
(the length of the snowboard that is 
actually touching the snow) is 
engaged at any point in time. Lib Tech 
has also released the limited edition 
Banana Hammock, which, much like 
McConkey's original powder ski, uti- 
lizes reverse camber and reverse side 
cut, eliminating toe and heel drag in 
powder but performing poorly in any- 
thing but deep snow. 


THE PROGRESSION of ski and snow- 


board shapes isn’t only being led by 
the ski industry, however. Tapered 
snowboards (boards with noses that 
are wider than the tails), first intro- 
duced by Burton with its “fish” model 
but now available from a wide range 
of companies, provide superior float 
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in powder by increasing surface area 
in the nose and decreasing it in the 
tail, resulting in much needed lift in 
deep snow. 

Mervin Manufacturing, makers of 
Gnu and Lib Tech snowboards and Lib 
Tech “Narrow Ass Snowboards” (com- 
monly known as skis), have intro- 
duced a new edge design called 
“magne traction.” Incorporating wavy 
edges into traditional side cut, magne 
traction creates more contact points 
between the edge and the snow. 
While traditional side cut only has two 
points—the nose and tail—where 
turns are initiated, magne traction 
incorporates multiple contact points, 
the idea being that if the rider loses an 
edge another contact point will 
engage and keep the snowboard 
underfoot, keeping the rider from slip- 
ping out, While the claim that magne 
traction “turns ice into powder” might 
be a little far fetched, most users are 


_ New designs will reverse your preconceptions about ski, board shapes 


fairly happy with its ability to increase 
edge hold in icy conditions. Magne 
traction is available in a wide variety 
of Mervin’s skis and snowboards 
including the skate banana 

From fat skis to reverse camber, ski 
and snowboard design are increasing- 
ly intertwined. As demands for prod- 
ucts that work in big mountain 
conditions increases, the industry 
tesponds. And, while these revolu- 
tionary new designs are, for the most 
part, still being developed and refined 
they are becoming increasingly preva- 
lent in lift lines across North America 
Progression breeds creativity and new 
technologies have opened up the pos- 
sibility to experience skiing and 
snowboarding in new ways. The next 
time demo days come to your local 
hill it might be worth trying some of 
these new designs for yourself—it 
might just change the way you see the 
mountain. vw 
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Bulas’ Particles break the universe down 


AGNIESZKA MATEJKO / agnieszka@vueweekly.com 

ix years ago, when Patrick 
Sa the artist behind Our 

Particles are in Motion, was 
still a graduate student in printmak- 
ing, he didn’t spend a lot of time 
looking at art books; he was too 
busy pouring over texts in the sci- 
ence library. 

Bulas was fascinated with myste- 
rious charts and figures of quantum 
mechanics and satellite images of 
the farthest reaches of the universe 
At first, he just looked at the pic- 
tures: the intricacy of the lines, the 
Rembrantesque light of outer space, 
the spectacular collisions of galax- 
ies. It was these images more than 
any painting that gave him inspira- 
tion for his art 

But gradually Bulas began to read 
the inscriptions below the images 
He then realized that the world of 
astrophysics that he had just entered 
was stranger than science fiction. It 
was a world that transported him to 
a universe beyond our imagination: 
where stars like Arcturus flew 
towards us at two miles a second 
and where our entire solar system 
appears as a speck of dust. On the 
microscopic scale things got even 
weirder; here a colliding atom once 
split (in a process called quantum 
entanglement) could affect an atom 
thousands of miles away. Science, 
the bastion of reason, layered mys- 
tery upon mystery and uncovered 
more questions than answers. 
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By now Bulas was captivated. 
From now on his art turned this new 
science into poetry. Bulas began his 
prints by surrounding himself with 
anything from models of valence 
electrons, to photos of plasma jets, 
to atomic dust halos. Then—working 
from several images at once—he 
crafted each print for hours using 
the oldest and most labourious 
printmaking techniques. To him it 
became a type of meditation: the 
stellar dust, distant galaxies that 
emerged from under his hands 
became intimate, private subjects of 
contemplation. 


ALTHOUGH THESE old-fashioned tech- 
niques alone ensure that all of Bulas 
works are intimate, there is still a 
watt of cold, impenetrable scientific- 
text feel to some of the earlier prints 
in the show. That's a problem that 
Bulas has fully overcome in the most 
recent series: these prints are filled 
with a remarkable quality, with 
Bulas blending scientific inquiry and 
alien worlds of quantum mechanics 
with intensely private moments. 

For example, the inspiration for 
one of these newer prints came to 
Bulas one: bitterly cold morning as 


he was walking to work in Saska- 
toon. The sun was just coming up on 
the horizon. Perhaps the streets 
were empty or the -50C weather 
muffled all noise; but it seemed that 
all sound had stopped. In the midst 
of this eerie silence Bulas noticed a 
frost-covered willow. With this 
moment sharply imbedded in his 
mind he began a print; its sweeping 
lines could be elegant waves of elec- 
tromagnetic fields, line graphs of 
valence electrons, or the bowing 
branches of a weeping willow. 

As Bulas works closely with 
images of outer space and particle 
science —worlds where our ordinary 
experience shatters—it's hard not to 
wonder if he is overwhelmed, or 
even afraid. 

“I guess I am,” he says in response 
to my question, “but I'm more fasci- 
nated by it. It’s easy to get caught up 
in everyday problems, but if you see 
the big picture the problems we get 
so obsessed about get smaller.” 

And then, as he looks at galaxy 
clusters that are 20 million light 
years in diameter (light travels at the 
unimaginable 300 000 kilometers 
per second!) he may feel that we are 
tiny and don’t matter, but the very 
fact that we study this means that he 
is a part of something very large. 
After all, we are made from some 
elements created during supernova 
explosions that happened billions of 
years ago; we are a means by which 
the universe observes itself. w 
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System aims to bring 
together more than Sound 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 

eing barely a year old isn’t 
Berns that’s stayed the 

ambitions of System Theatre; 
not only has the young company 
managed to swing some raving 
fringe reviews for its production of 
Arthur Miller's Creation of the World 
and Other Business, but it’s using its 
growing popularity to break down 
the traditional Calgary versus 
Edmonton aesthetic usually floating 
through the two cities. 

"The cities are two and a half 
hours apart, and if you're living in 
Toronto, two and a half hours is a 
local gig,” producer Eric Nyland 
explains. “We don’t look at it that 
way; we tend to have this lead over 
from the ‘Battle of Alberta Hockey’ 
into the theatre tradition, and | don't 
think that’s really healthy.” 

Continuing System Theatre's war 
against the Battle of Alberta is its 
production of The Sound System; 
part of indie 5's season, the show 
stitches together two different one- 
acts that both deal with the theme of 
music. The first, The Century of 
Music, is a “non-literal interpretation 
of real events” which points out the 
role of music in historical moments. 
Meanwhile, its counterpart, One Step 
Forward features the same cast, and 
gives us a more straightforward look 
at a terribly unprepared band as they 
struggle to get their chops up for an 
important gig. 

“Merging those two shows togeth- 
er, it’s really challenging, especially 
[for the actors]; they’re doing one 
mindset,” director Stefan Dzeparoski 
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says, and he’s not exaggerating; not 
only are the shows paired together, 
but there’s no break inbetween the 
two plays. To Nyland, the downtime 
takes audiences out of the experience. 

“Intermissions suck,” he laughs. 
"You get into the play, and then you 
sit around for 15 minutes, and then 
you come back, and everybody has 
to get back into it; half the time, it 
feels like theatres pull intermissions 
so they can get the liquor money out 
of their audiences.” 


BUT ENGAGING AUDIENCES just in 
Edmonton isn’t enough; Sound Sys- 
tem marks the first time that System 
will perform the same show in both 
Edmonton and Calgary, which fol- 
lows Nyland’s ambition of a unified 
theatre network in Alberta. 

“My dream is that System The- 
atre becomes a meeting place of 
artists from both cities, so we can 
get together and we can work in 
both cities," he says. “Edmonton 
artists can see who all these young 
excited Calgary artists are, and Cal- 
gary can benefit from what Edmon- 
ton has to offer." W 
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hen Gerry Morita and Tania 
J Alvarado talk about the 

W experience of watching 


| get the feeling that the 


e creatures being exam- 

sr amicroscope. ~ 

mera’s doing close-ups on 

our face and your hands read so 

el Those are often things that 

__ dancers are less aware of onstage,” 
explains Morita, artistic director of 

Mile Zero Dance. “We're usually 

thinking of overall line—the core—but 
the camera picks up the small things.” 
“Seeing yourself that close with all 
that colour and detail is supremely 
weird,” adds Alvarado. 

The two women are among four 
dancers who have choreographed 
short dances for screen in a collabo- 

_ rative project between two of the 
city’s most cutting edge arts organiza- 
tions, FAVA (the Film and Video Arts 
Society of Alberta) and MZD (Mile 
Zero Dance), called, fittingly, MZD 
FAVA LABA:; Dance on Screen. 

The project, showing this Thursday 
(Jan 31) at Metro, actually began last 
summer, when the two groups con- 
vened four sets of filmmakers, 
dancers, musicians and designers for 
the project. Though many of the cho- 
reographers had previously worked 
with video either as a backdrop to live 
dance or simply as documentation of 
stage dance, none had been involved 
in creating new dances solely for 
screen, so when filming began three 
months ago, everybody was ready for 
a big learning curve and some inter- 
esting artistic challenges. 

As Morita explains, the dancers, 
trained for live stage performance, 


Norris roams with 


AMY FUNG / amy@vueweekly.com 

he works of interdisciplinary 

artist Jude Norris span over two 

decades and two continents. 
Trained in the European tradition of 
visual art and design and exhibiting 
©n both sides of the Atlantic in per- 
formance, video and film, and instal- 
lation, Norris began combining her 
Cree heritage into her works as she 
€ventually explored her roots. The 
result is Between the lines: Digi- 
tized Dialects and Encoded Tradi- 
fons, currently exhibiting at Harcourt 
House until Feb 16. 

An accumulation of her antler, 
braids and nest series, it is a return of 
Sorts, as Norris‘s first solo exhibition 
ccurred here in the Edmonton region. 
During her artist lecture last weekend, 
she spoke of her antler pieces as col- 
‘aborations with the land and with the 
nimals, finding the beauty in its 
shape, placing them in arbitrary posi- 
‘ons and building off of intuition. 
Though explanations posited on intu- 
‘Non always leave an empty hollow 
feeling where a thought should be, the 
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found themselves constantly adjusting 
their perceptions of their art: besides 
magnifying the body, the lens drasti- 
cally alters the area that surrounds 
the dancer, 

“The camera squishes your space 
and distorts your depth,” says Morita. 
“You really have to exaggerate your use 
of space if you're going to do ‘the big 
movement'—_travelling through space.” 

According to Alvarado, they also 
found the camera was no match for a 
live audience. 

“There's a real exchange that hap- 
pens between the audience and the 
performer,” she says. “Being used to 
that dynamic, it’s really different to go 
into a studio and be faced with a cam- 
€ra as your source of energy.” 


ALVARADO AND MORITA also noticed 


that the filmmaker’s timeline is very 
different from a stage performer's, 
and both only got an overall feel for 
the piece after the editing was com- 
pleted—an observation echoed by Eva 
Colmers, the award-winning filmmak- 
er tasked with bringing Alvarado’s 
creation to the screen. 

“The assembly line is definitely dif- 
ferent,” says Colmers. “There are little 
short close-ups that might have been 
shot at the very beginning, but they 
made the last image. It’s a totally dif- 
ferent working process.” 

The experience was just as excep- 


antler series is by far the weakest visu- 
als in the show, and the words reflect 
the end results. The “encoded tradi- 
tions” hang listlessly on the wall and 
their dull metallic colouring draw away 
from the beauty of their natural forms. 
Coated within a new context, the 
antlers do not speak to what they are 


tional for Colmers, however, who had 
never worked with dancers before. 

“Usually I work on pieces with a 
dramatic story line,” she explains. 
“But this time, having just the music 
and the body to tell the story—it was a 
really unique challenge!” 

As a result, for their first project, 
Alvarado and Colmers kept things 
simple, avoiding props and major 
visual cinematography. Instead, they 
used the interaction of the dancer's 
movement with different forms of 
light. Colmers says Alvarado’s body 
became a character in the piece, titled 
Luz (Spanish for “light’). 

“The curves in the arm or the shape 
of the hip pushing to the side is like a 
landscape that receives beautiful 
nuances through manipulating the 
light,” explains Colmers. 

“We wanted to see what could hap- 
pen with one lighting source and a 


supposed to represent, and even just 
as a basic visual stimulant they are 
neither striking or engaging. 

Norris fares better with her video 
“Strong Woman Dress,” a loop of 
images featuring contemporary Metis 
women from across North America 
accompanied by a short audio 
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human body. There’s light pulsing like 
a heartbeat,” adds Alvarado, who also 
points out that the light is contrasted 
with darkness, creating an abyss that 
she moves within. 


SUCH IMAGES helped local experimen- 


tal musician Mark Templeton create 
his musical score for the work. 
Although he usually works independ- 
ently, the collaborative approach 
turned out to be something he thor- 
oughly enjoyed. 

“I'm used to creating music that 
ultimately resonates with me and that 
I'm happy with,” he says, “But this 
was more than that. { needed to make 
sure that the other individuals felt the 
same way and that it was the right 
piece for this project.” 

Templeton didn't expect to appreci- 
ate the project as much as he did, and 
at first, wasn’t entirely comfortable 


about working with dance. But in the 
end he was won over and admits he 
loved the process, an enthusiasm 
Teflective of everyone who worked on 
the project. 

Unsurprisingly, then, there is talk of 
doing similar work in the future. Until 
that happens, though, Morita hopes 
that the endless possibilities of the 
project will open up a whole new 
world for dancers and filmmakers 
everywhere—as well as opportunities 
for MZD to get the films out toa 
broader audience than its perform- 
ances might regularly reach, through 
things like film festivals 

“{Audiences] can just dream and 
interpret it in their own way; because 
they're looking for visuals without 
words’ says Colmers. “Pieces like this 
can go to all places, and can be under- 
stood on a visceral level, because there 
are no language barriers.” v 
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description of who they are and what 
they do. Norris created this piece as a 
reaction to all of the negative media 
images of First Nations women, and 
she excels in celebrating the positive, 
reaffirming the belief that we can go 
on so long as our hearts remain 
strong. The audio repeats in a style of 
a mantra, a description Norris pre- 
scribed to her antler series, but which 
in fact is also at work in the video 
works, and succeed far better aurally. 


THE STRONGEST PIECE, however, is her 


“Buffalo Basket” which dates back 
between five to eight years in the 
making. Inspired by her time in Van- 
couver and witnessing the nomadic 
mobility of used shopping carts by the 
homeless (many of which were and 
remain First Nations people), Norris 
creates an experience that is at once 


soothing and alarming, drawing her 
viewers in with scent and sound, but 
retaining an element of surprise with 
what they see inside of the basket. 
Resembling a baby carriage for a shell 
with the dome of a sweat lodge, “Buf- 
falo Basket” wails and groans from 
the back comer of the gallery. Nestled 
inside a peat moss bed there rests a 
monitor with visual and audio of buf- 
falo roaming 

It's the sound of the buffalo that 
Surprises most viewers, many of 
which have never heard the deep 
neigh of this animal. And it could 
dawn on the spectator that the for- 
eignness of this animal's voice as pre- 
served in its fragile and nomadic 
carriage speaks to the larger issues of 
homelessness and cultural conserva- 
tion as being silent and invisible 
issues to the popular mainstream. But 
inside of the gallery, the incessant 
sharp grunts of the buffalo echo 
throughout the space. Even with Har- 
court's carpet, the sound is not entire- 
ly absorbed, resonating fully and 
freely for all who enter to hear. v 
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Macgregor’s serves up too much vanilla, and not enough sprinkles 


PAUL BLINOV / blinow@vueweekly.com 

post-funeral comedy with 
Av a quirky family 

and a large coffin packed with 
ice cream tubs, MacGregor’s Ice 
Cream and Gas has all the makings 
of a curious comedy romp on the 
darker side of the humour spectrum. 
But despite some great technical 
effects and a strong second half, Mac- 
Gregor's fails to play out as the come- 
dy it promised to be. 

The play begins in the aftermath of 
the titular patriarch’s death; eldest son 
Fred (Jesse Gervais) is trying to hold a 
wake for his father while slightly neu- 
rotic sibling Jack (Mark Jenkins) hoards 
the coffin upstairs, keeping his father’s 
body cold with unsold tubs of ice 
cream that he disturbingly keeps 
snacking on. Widowed Marlene 
(Coraile Cairns) is restless, reduced to 
pacing in a circle in the basement, and 
runaway Missy (Myla Southward), 
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comes home for the first time in 19 
years, unaware of her father’s passing. 
The technical touches are all subtly 
excellent, from a solitary hanging light- 
bulb that outlines Marlene’s pacing cir- 
cle to the quiet flare of accordion that 
greets a memory, or the collection of 
signs that pepper the MacGregor store. 
But with the stage literally set for suc- 
cess, Daniel MacDonald’s scnpt seems 
afraid to go where it’s promised to take 
us. We don’t so much explore the Mac- 
Gregor clan’s grief as we see them 
bicker and be quirky together: Jack’s 


fear that the ghost of his father’s accor- 
dian-slinging pal is killing them off is 
entertaining, but there’s not much 
more insight into his character than 
that of a child-like adult. The script 
does delve into Marlene’s psyche, but 
she’s the most normal one of the 
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FAMOUS PUPPET 


A wonderfully 
innovative delight... 


— The Globe and Mail 
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The Old Trout Puppet 
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bunch, and too much of the first half 
seems like a collection of arguments 
that don’t go anywhere. 


CAIRNS AND SOUTHWARD make the 


most of their scenes, working up a 
nice-mother/rebellious-daughter rela- 


tionship; Cairns, in particular, does a 
great job of playing the small-town- 
weary mother. But it’s the brothers, 
the comedy side of the family equa- 
tion, who feel flat and awkward 
together. There's no sibling rivalry, 
just some back-and-forth arguments 
over a coffin that aren’t particularly 
funny or insightful. 

The second half picks up consider- 
ably, as Jack’s obsession with his late 
neighbour's ghost reaches an accor- 
dion-scored climax and Marlene con- 
fronts her life on the prairies. But 
even as the script finally warms up, 
it’s a little too late to reverse the dry 
feeling left over from before the inter- 
mission. The wonderful technica] 
design and feel-good finale don’t 
quite cover up the lukewarm comedy 
that came before, and, ultimately, 
MacGregor’s Hard Ice Cream and Gas 
can’t help but come off as a little soft- 
er than it wanted to be. w 


Beauty an evening even 
a Disney-hater can love 


| et SUN, MAR 2 (7:30 PM) 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

aving not been that big a fan of 
Hesse: movies since Bambi's 

mom was cruelly taken down 
in the prime of her life—in fact, the 
only memory I have of truly enjoying 
myself watching a Disney flick is when 
some friends and I discovered the part 
in Aladdin where he seems to be 
instructing teenagers to take off their 
clothes—it was with some trepidation 
that I set out into a blizzard which saw 
the temperature hover around -40 to 
see the Citadel's version of the Disney- 
created stage musical version of the 
Disney version of the classic fairy tale 
Beauty and the Beast. 

It was worth it. First, the set is 
spectacular in an understated way. 
Colourful and charmingly irregular the 
way an imagination might conjure up 
the pictures from a storybook, the set 
is also capable of explosions of 
sparks, lights and streamers when 
production numbers such as “Be Our 
Guest” deemed them necessary. Hav- 
ing lived through 20 years of expect- 
ing every musical to have a set that 
rivals the bullet train in technical 
sophistication, | must say I’m delight- 
ed by thé trend towards simpler, more 
functional sets. And the best use of 
glitter since the Roost shut its doors 
didn’t hurt either. 


SECOND, THE COSTUMES could very well 
be considered the true star of the show. 
Reminiscent of the ones I could remem- 
ber from the movie, but expertly per- 


BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 
DIRECTED BY BOB BAKER 

MUSIC BY ALAN MENKEN 

AICS BY HOWARD ASHMAN AND TIM AE 
STARRING RAJEAN COURNOYER, JOHN ULIAT 


co 
ce 


sonalized by designer Leslie Frankish, 
the best part is how so many of the 
actors who are playing pieces of furni- 
ture are able to appear as if they simply 
glide upon the stage. And having spent 
this past weekend moving from one 
too-expensive apartment to another, | 
was absolutely delighted with her cut 
lery and napkin/dinner plate costumes 
which could move themselves—and 
look sexy while doing it. 

But enough about things that aren 
alive—with few exceptions, the actors 
were top notch. The always amazing 
John Ullyatt shone (pun intended) as 
Lumiere, but the show was stolen by 
Colin Heath as Gaston's sidekick an¢ 
sycophant LeFou. His acrobatics and 
rubbery facial expressions were pc! 
fect for a musical that started life as 4 
cartoon, and the scenes in which he 
appeared never failed to elicit a laugh 
from the audience. 

It's not exactly Oedipus or anything 
but for the guys in Kangol hats tryins 
to impress their dates, to the little 
girls in brightly-coloured crinoline 
princess dresses holding onto both 4 
magic sceptre and a parent's hand, 
Beauty and the Beast is the best way ‘© 
spend an evening. ¥ 
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The signs preceded the announcement of 
the book's publication. | moved house in 
July, and my new neighbours turned out to 
be Russians, a whole shwack of them 
whom | could watch go about their yard 
work and endless renovations through a 
series of large windows as though they 
were the subjects of some Bruegelesque 
panorama. They're cute. They shout a lot. 
Later on | attended a normal party that my 
friend Peter mistook for a costume party. 
He came dressed as Napoleon, brought 
with him a bottle of brandy, sort of sulked 
much of the night. Finally, | got talking to 
this homeless guy who camps out front of 
a coffee shop | frequent. He never says 
much, just leaves out a collection plate 
and hunches over a book. | decided to ask 
him what he was reading. It was a dog- 
eared copy of War and Peace. 

I'm not especially superstitious, but | am 
fond of coincidence. Mere days after my 
chat with homeless guy | saw it on Amazon: 
a brand new translation of War and Peace 
by Richard Pevear and Larissa Volokhonsky 
(Knopf, $47), the Sonny and Cher of Russ- 
jan-into-English translation, superstars in 
their field, and rightly so. The new hardcov- 
er edition looked regal, enormous, glorious. 
{ts appearance was accompanied by trum- 
pets in my mind, a proclamation that now, 
now the time has come for me to finally 
read Leo Tolstoy's gargantuan magnum 
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LEO TOLSTOY 
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opus about Russian society during the 
Napoleonic era. | felt a surge of readiness 
and ordered a review copy. 

Full disclosure: | am not qualified to be 
a books columnist. Among my chief defi- 
ciencies are two items that apply directly 
to this column: 1) | haven't read all the 
classics of world literature, | mean like not 
even the top five. 2) | have a problem with 


big books. Now, the first deficiency might 
come down to my lack of education or, 
more self-flatteringly, my diversity of inter- 
ests that keep me from pursuing any sort 
of regimented reading program. The sec- 
ond deficiency however | consider to be a 
professional hazard. | review books. | read 
slow. There's a lot of books out there. So 
tell me how a guy's supposed to pay the 
bills reviewing all these new books and 
Still have time to catch up on every literary 
doorstop in the Everyman's Library? 


BUT ENOUGH EXCUSES. The moment had 
come, and along with it the holidays. Sure- 
ly Christmas in Cowtown with the folks 
would provide ample time for Tolstoy. Yet it 
proved impossible. There were visits, There 
were sudden meals occurring at strange 
hours. There were walks in need of shovel- 
ing. There was booze. More problematical- 
ly, every time | endeavoured to dig in my 
heels and just get going already | found the 
book unexpectedly forbidding. The entire 
first paragraph is in French for god's sake. 
I'm a bad, bad Canadian. Je ne parle pas 
francias. I'm from Alberta. Okay, so there's 
footnotes with all the English, but still .. 
This pathetic farce continued. | spent a 
promising night in the mountains, but got 
sidelined by two books | purchased at The 
Banff Book and Art Den—F Gonzalez- 
Crussi's On Seeing and John Vaillant’s 
The Golden Spruce: A True Story of Myth, 
Madness and Greed, both of which are 
really good. Then came my Christmas 
gifts—Brad Pager’s critical study of 
Werner Herzog and some !ong-out-of- 
print volume with the delicious title of 
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Sex and the Occult—which added further 
enormously pleasurable distraction from 
what | was now thinking of as my War 
and Peace self-betterment project. Then 
January came, deadlines were looming. | 
was, it seemed, an utter failure 

Then a funny thing happened. This 
time, not a coincidence exactly, but a sort 
of accidental gift. Having finished with 
writing for the day, | decided to hike over 
to a quiet coffee shop a good half-hour's 
Walk away to get in some reading. | 
scooped up my satchel and left, not real- 
izing until | got there and ordered some- 
thing hot that | scooped the wrong 
satchel, not the one containing whatever 
book | should be reading for work but the 
one with, you guessed it, War and Peace 
Fuck it, | thought, and settled into it. 

... And having made it past the first few 
pages this time, | realized something; it's 
terrific, even fun. The French bits began to 
feel rhythmically appealing, of a piece with- 
in the social pretensions of the many char- 


Starting to read War and Peace turns out to be half the battle 


acters, who gradually didn’t seem so 
cult to keep track of but 
vibrantly to life through s 
“Being an enthusiast had be 
position’ —and even mor 
dialogue— "Opinions are of 

ee what a good and nice 
says Pierre, not long before 
tying a police officer to a bear an 
them into the Moika. “Precis 
your father is rich, | don’t consider 
his relation,” Boris tells Pierre—as P 
father lays dying and Boris’ mom is hai 
around making an embarrassingly desper- 
ate play for the gasping man’s pity cash 

I've still barely cut into War and 

Peace's 1224 pages, but | am now offi- 


Clally under its spell. I'm equally aware of 
course that it'll probably take me a while 
to get through it, to truly savour it, and so 
| will report on my progress in future 
columns. For now, adieu, mon petit liseur. 
And please feel free to correct my miser- 
able, condescending French. w 


UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL / RICE THEATRE SERIES 


“Quiet, haunting and absolutely glorious.” 


THE NEW YORK TIMES 


A shiveringly true-to-life ghost story 


BY CONOR McPHERSON 


DIRECTED BY 
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STARRING 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING JAN 31, 
1. Black Mountain - In The Future (scratch records) 
2. Radiohead — in Rainbows (tbd records) 
3. Levon Helm - Dirt Farmer (vangaurd) 


9008 


4. Corb Lund - Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! (stony plain) 
5 Robert Plant & Alison Krauss - Raising Sound (rounder) 


6 iron & Wine - The Shepherds Dog {sub pop) 
7. Sam Baker Pretty World (sam baker) 


8. O.S.T.- I'm Not There (columbia) 


9. Hayden - In Field & Town (hardwood) 
10. Mat Costa - Unfamiliar Faces (brushfire) 


11.Cat Power - Jukebox (matador) 


12.Drive By Truckers - Brighter Than Creation's Dark (new west) 


13.Colleen Brown — Foot in Heart (colleen brown) 


14.0.S.T. - Juno (thino) 


15.The Sadies - New Seasons (outside) 


16.Rufus Wainwright - Does Judy At Camegie Hall (Geffen) 


17. Compadres ~ Buddy Where You Been? (compadres) 
18. Neil Young - Chrome Dreams 2 (reprise) 


19. Chip Taylor & Came Rodriguez —Live From The Ruhr Triennale (trainwreck) 


20.Samantha Schultz Both Sides (samantha schultz) 
21.Ray Bonneville - Goin' By Feel (red house) 


22. Daft Punk - Alive 2007 (virgin) 


23. Jose Gonzalez - In Our Nature (imperial) 
24. Marah - Angels Of Destruction (yep roc) 


25.M.LA. - Kala (xi) 


26. Bettye LaVette - The Scene Of The Crime (anti) 
27.The Weakerthans — Reunion Tour (anti) 

28. Wu Tang Clan -8 Diagrams (loud) 

2%-5ion - Son Of Skip James (the orchard) 


30. Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings - 100 Days 100 Nights (daptone) 


CHRIS WALLA 


FIELD MANUAL 


Field Manual, the solo debut from 
Death Cab for Cutie guitarist Chris 
Walla, is a fine, bracingly conven- 
tonal offering. Walla, who takes a 
subsidiary role in Death Cab, sings 
and writes and plays most of the 


instrument's om the album. 
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MILE ZERO DANCE Metro Cinema, 9828-101A Ave (424-1573) 
* Dance + Film + Labs=Solid Gold: This year, in collaboration 


with FAVA, four teams of artists will be exploring dance for 
screen * Jan. 31 (8pm) * $8 (FAVA/MZD member}/$10 (general) 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) « 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * Introducing artworks by Peter 
Corbett and Jane Everett, with Emestine Tahedl, Jerry Heine, lan 
Rawlinson, Gordon Harper, and Greg Edmonson * Until Jan. 31 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-1056 St (488-6511) * THE 
RECIPIENTS EXHIBITION: 2007 Alberta Craft Awards; until Fab. 
16 * CONTAINED-PROTECTION OR PRISON: until Apr. 19 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne St. St. Albert (459-3679) « 
Landscape paintings by Doug Downey, and Randy Hayastii, New 
artworks by Kari Duke, Fran Heath, Allison Argy-Burgess, Sharon 
Moore-Foster, and Buddy Kennedy * Until Jan. 31 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 10230 
Jasper Ave (422-6223) * Open Mon-Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 
10;30am-8pm (4-8pm free); Sat-Sun 1am-Spm © Drop-In Tours: 
Sat and Sun (12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30pm) © GENERATION: 
Featuring 9 contemporary North American artists whose work 
incorporates the images, ideals and anxieties of North American. 
youth; until Mar. 24 SMALL: Artistic responses to our sense of 
balance, proportion and scale; until Mar. 24 « WINDOW 
DRESSING: Shane Krepakevich focuses on the history and politics 
of department store window displays using the historic 102 St. 
windows of the former Bay department store; until Feb. 18 « AE- 
DRAWING THE LINE: Artworks from the U of A's graduate studios; 
until Feb. 17 « FH VARLEY: PORTRAITS INTO THE LIGHT: 
Portraits by one of the Group of Seven; until Feb. 17 © Lecture: 
Lisa Christensen speaks on FH. Varley and the Canadian land- 
scape tradition: Jan. 31 (7pm) in the Fine Arts Building, U of A 
Campus * Members free; $10 (adult/$7 (senior/student); $5 (6- 
12yrs\/free (Syrs and under/$20 (family-2 adults, 4 children) 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3rd fl, 10217-106 St (439-9532) 
© LOVE IS SIMPLE: Artworks by Kat Vedah « EAT MINE RAW: 
Artworks by Shelley Rothenburger. And new artworks by 
ArtsHab residents © Feb. 7-Mar. 13 * Opening reception: Thu, 
Feb. 7 (7pm) 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 Ave (461- 
3427) * Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat: 10am-5pm # Group show fea- 
turing artworks by the artist members; until Feb. 15 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9621 Whyte Ave 
(498-1984) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm © Closed over 
Christmas * 3 AIVERS-THE ARNO, THE NORTH 
SASKATCHEWAN AND THE PEMBINA: Large oil paintings by 
Christ! Bergstrom with smaller paintings 


DESIGN INTERCHANGE Enterprise Square, 10230 Jasper Ave 
(780-492-9128) ¢ Open: 7 days a week 7am-11pm ¢ Design 
works by students and staff in design studies at the department 
of Art and Design at the U of A * Until Feb. 20 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY Main Fl Atrium, Enterpnse 
Square, 10230 Jasper Ave (780-492-9128) * Open: 7 days a 
week 7am-11pm * WAITE/PRINT: Collaborations between cre- 
ative writing and printmaking students from the Faculty of Arts 
at the U of A « Until Feb, 20 


FRINGE GALLERY Paint Spot basement, 10618 Whyte Ave 
(432-0240) « AFTER HOURS 3: Artworks by the Paint Spot 
artists * Feb. 1-29 * Opening reception: Fri, Feb. 8 (5-7pm) 


GALLERY A U of A Museums and Collections Services, Main 
Floor, TELUS Centre for Professional Development, U of A 
Campus (492-5834) * Open Wed-Sat 12-5pm * WE ARE WHAT 
WE WORE-100 Years at the University of Alberta as Told 
Through Clothing: Featuring clothing and textiles from the 
Clothing and Textile Collection * Until Mar. 8 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Main 
FI, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) * Open Mon-Fri Sam- 
Spm; Sat Sam-Gpm; Sun 1-5pm * HERBARIUM OF A COMMON 
MEADOW: Photoarahs by Pawel Stroemich * Feb. 1-28 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open Mon-Fri 
10am-5pm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ Main Gallery: BETWEEN THE LINES: 
DIGITIZED DIALECTS AND ENCODED TRADITIONS: Artworks by 
multi-media Cree artist. Jude Norris * Fromt Room: 
SPACEFARERS OF THE EXPANSE Artworks—a mythological uni- 
verse by Tony Baker * Both shows run until Fab. 16 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior Centre,10831 
University Ave (433-5807) * Open Mon-Thu 9am-4pm 
EXPECTATIONS: Abstracts, landscapes and floral encaustic 
paintings by Loma Kemp * Feb. 5-28 * Opening reception: 
Wed, Feb. 13 (6:30-8:30pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479-8424) Open 
Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm © Artworks by Joan P 
Barry, Remie Genest, Keith Nunas, Norval Morrisseau, Don 
Winkelaar; photos by Bob McGouey and pottery by Noboru 
Kubo * Through February * JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 
7711-85 St (465-6171) * Open Mon-Fri Sam-5Spm; Sat 10am- 
Spm * Artworks by Marion Barker, Joe Haire, Audrey 
Pfannmuller, Dave Ripley, Wendy Risdale, George Weber; pot- 
tery by Noboru.Kubo * Through February 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) « Open Mon-Fri 10am- 
6pm; Sat noon-Spm * ProjEx Room: LAND REPRODUCTION: 
Artworks in progress by Megann Christensen ¢ Main Space: 
SONIC CUBES: Artworks by Catherine Bechard and Sabin 
Hudon © Until Feb. 9 


THE LOFT GALLERY A.J. Otrewall Arts Centre, 590 Broadmoor 
Bivd, Sherwood Park (449-4443) * Open Thu 5-3pm; Sat 10am- 
4pm * ABSTRACTS: Artworks by the members of the Art 
Society of Strathcona County * Until Feb. 29 


MANDOLIN BOOKS 6419-112 Ave (479-4050) * TOWARDS 
SEEING EVERYTHING: Photographs by Ted Kerr * Until Feb. 2 


MoMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St (407-7152) 
* Open Mon-Fri 10am-Bpm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * FOUR OUTSIDE 
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VIEWS: Landscape pait Pam Wilman, Adeline Rocke! 
4 ro Pale Shaw ond Goma Nile Un Fb 10 as 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain : 
10am-4pm; Sun pall me ARK eter 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Sto Anne St, St Albert (459- 
1528) ¢ PRINCESS LOQUISE-A WOMAN OF SUBSTANCE An 
exhibit about Princess Louise Alberta, the daughter of Queen 
‘Victoria and namesake of our province * Until Feb. 17 


WINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 9704-111 Ave 
(474-7611) * Open Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30am-2:30pm; Tue, Thu 
9:30am-4pm and 6-8pm © Artworks by Brian Mills ® Until Feb. 
1 


‘OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378-0240) + 

Original paintings by gallery artists « /N THE WOO! 

Lee IN THE ROCKIES; Paintings by Lynne Huras * Until 
b. 3 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10163-112 St (452-0286) « 
‘Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * New artworks by Robert Christie 
and Jonathan Forrest 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper Ave (455-7479) 
* Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * Artworks by Gregory Hardy, 
Robert Wiseman, and Frances Thomas 

PORTAL ART GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) * Open Tue-Fri 
12-8pm; Sat 12-7pm, by appointment * LIFTED: Anworks by 
Dany! Boldt * Until Feb. 28 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St. Albert 
(460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) * 
WINDOWS: Artworks by Terry Reynoldson; until Feb. 29 * Drop- 
in art for the Artist at Heart: Feb. 7 (Spm); $12 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 St, Mezz (426-4035) « 
URBANSCAPES: Paintings by Pauline Ulliac. Featuring paintings 
‘and sculptures by various artists 


‘SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) Open Tue-Sat 
10am-Spm * NEW PAINTINGS: Landscape paintings by Jim 
Stokes * Feb. 2-19 © Opening reception: Sat, Feb. 2 (1-3pm), 
artist in attendance 


SNAP GALLERY 1009-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 12- 
5pm * Main Gallery: OUR PARTICLES ARE IN MOTION: 
Printworks by Patrick Bulas based on looking at theoretical phe- 
nomena in scientific journals as well as his personal experience 
© Until Feb. 23 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove (962- 
ad ran GEOMETRICS: Artworks by Lili Vanderlaan 
© Until Feb. 1 


‘STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE FOYER Downtown 
Edmonton, Sir Winston Churchill Sq Featuring artworks by local 
artists of African/Black heritage and artworks depicting persons of 
Black origin by artists of non-Black heritage * Feb. 1-3 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (460-5993) * Open Thu 
12.8pm, Fri 10am-Gpm, Sat 10am-5pm * SUN REALM: 
Artworks by Pat Wagensveld * Feb. 2-Mar. 1 # Sat, Feb. 2(1- 
4pm), artist in attendance 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452-9100) « 
MAGIC PLANET, Real time weather and seismic data; daily * 
FOOD FOR HEALTH * LOAFING AROUND-THE SCIENCE OF 
BREAD: Sat, Sun, holidays (11am) * THE ALPS IN IMAX: Daily; 
also playing Dinosaurs Alive! and Hurricane on the Bayou * 
Exploring the Role Food Plays in Good Health: Food for health 
exhibit 

TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9564) * Open Tue-Sat 10am- 
5pm; Thu 10am-8pm # AIVE ARTISTS, ONE LOVE To commemo- 
rate Black History Month, artworks by Richard Lipscombe, Carla 
Andrew, Shumba Ash, Lisa Mayes, and Darren Jordan; Feb. 2- 
Mar. 5; meet the artists: Sat, Feb. 2 (12-4pm) 


VAAA GALLERY 31d FI, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421- 
1731) © Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm # MAELSTROM: 
Artworks by Eugenia Castenada ¢ Until Feb. 16 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Futherford Library South Foyer « 
BEYOND INDIGO: Artworks by Nike Okundaye, in Rutherford 
Library South Foyer © Part of Intemational Week * Until Feb. 7 


URBAN ROOTS 10418 Whyte Ave (438-7978) * COLLECTION: 
Artworks by Oksana Movehan * Until Feb. 2 


THE WORKS GALLERY 200, 10225-100 Ave (426-2122) * Open 
Mon-Fri 12-5pm © DISCOMBOBULATION: Paintings by Kevin 
Friedrich * Until Feb. 8 © Closing reception: Thu, Feb. 7 (6-Spm) 


LITERARY 


CHAPTERS-WEM Newcap Radio Stage * Booksigning of Don R 
Campbell's new book, 51 Success Stories fram Canadian Real 
Estate Investors * Thu, Feb. 7 (7pm} 


TALES.—THE ALBERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING 
‘STORYTELLING Rosie's Bar and Gfill, 10475-80 Ave (932-4409) 
* Story Cafés: open mic opportunity ¢ 1st Thu every month; 7- 
9pm; $5 * Love'em or Leave ‘em, Story Café featuring story- 
tellers Bethany Ellis, Dawn Blue, and Jenny Frost; Feb. 7 (7-9pm) 


TALES.-THE ALBERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING 
STORYTELLING (437-9555) * City Aris Centre, 10943-84 Ave; 
Monthly Storytelling Circle: Everyone welcome to tell stories or 
to come and listen; 2nd Fri each month through to June 2008 
(8pm); $3 admission, first time free 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq (428-2200) 
WOW-Wired on Words: A creative writing process for amateurs 
‘and professionals * Meetings bi-monthly, Sun. (4-6pm) for info e- 
mail feelgoodbewellin2007@qmail.com 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 1 Humanities Centre * John 
Newlove documentary sereening/book launch hosted by Fob 
Mclennan, with readings/talk by Rob Mclennan, Douglas Barbour, 
Jenna Butler, and Jeff Carpenter * Thu, Jan. 31 (7pm) * Free 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Avo (427-8174) * The Poots’ 
Haven Monday Nights weekly reading senes presented by Stroll 
of Poets * Every Man night (7pm) * $5 (door) « Feb. 4: featur- 
ing spoken word artists Hank Binnema, Carlean Fisher, Joyce 
Pinckey, Mandie Lopatka, and Verna Conti 


WRITERS FOUNDATION OF STRATHCONA COUNTY 
Strathcona County Library ® Present Colleen Hetferman Making 
Light of it: Chuckles, Guffaws and Belly Laughs; Sat, Feb. 2 
{10am-12'30pm) © The 7 Points of Plotting presented by Ann 
Marston and Barb Galler-Smith; Sat, Feb. 2 (10am-12:30pm) 
$20 each session, pre-register wiscsherwoodpark@hotmail.com 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 2414 Gateway Boulevard (459-4999) 
* Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat (8pm and 10:30pm), 
$20 * Every Wed (8:30pm); Warky Wednesday; $5 * Robin Cee; 


"Fab. 12 Dis Waren: Feb.7-9 © Ohnis Cter Fb. 4.1 


COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St. WEM, 8882-170 Si (42 

ms Aighthy Bom, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat Bpm ani 
Heo 8pm * Hit or Miss Mondays * Caroline Rhea: 
FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 449 2375 
464 2852 * Bowser and Blue * Feb, 1 {730pm) © $28-$37 3, 
Festival Place box office 


THE LAUGH SHOP (YUK YUK'S) Londonderry Mall , 6506-3) 

‘Ave (481-9857) * Open Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:20..n) 
* Tuesday Amateur Night followed by professional headliner « 

Wednesday Comedy Challenge . 


THEATRE 


————————— 
AFTER JULIET M.E LaZarte High School, 6904-144 Ave (408. 
9800) * By Sharman Macdonald, focusing on what happens 
after Romeo and Juliet’s death * Feb. 6 


BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 9828-19) 
Ave (425-1820) * Music By Alan Menken, lyrics by Howard 
Ashman and Tim Rice, book by Linda Wolverton, directed try 
Bob Baker, and starring John Ullyatt as Lumidre * Until Feb 24 


CHIMPROV! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0695) » 
Long-form improvisational sketches performed by Rapid Fire 
Theatre's top impravisers * Every Sat (11pm) except last S31 of 
each month until July 24 


OF THE HEART Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ay, 
(439-2845) * By Beth Henley, directed by Kristen M. Finlay « 
Travel to Mississippi as the three Magrath sisters take turns 
Serving tears, torment and chocolate cake. A heartbreakingly 
humourous tale that takes a compassionate look into the lives 0) 
good people in the middle of wrong choices * Feb. 6-16 (8pm) 
Sun matinee (2pm) * $12-$16 at TIX on the Square, 420-1757 
door; Two-For-One: Thu, Feb. 7 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) + 
Improv soap opera every Mon (8pm) 

FRANKENSTEIN 8529 Gateway Blvd, (420-1757) © Catalyst 
Theatre presents Jonathan Christenson’s adaptation of Mary 
Shelley's novel * Feb. 2-24 (Thu-Sun 8pm) © $25 (adult)/$20 
(student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


FRAZIER-THE COLLEGE YEARS Jbilations Dinner Theatre 
8882-170 St (484.2424) © Join us as we seek to answer some 
questions about Frazier Crame. All this will be mixed to your 
favourite “60s Motown/R&B music * Feb. 1-Apr, 6 


GOOD NEWS John L_ Hear Theatre, MacEwan Centre for the 
Arts, 1045-156 St * World War | is aver, the Roaring '20s are 
here and “Tait College” has its share of romances © Until Feb. 2 
(8pm) * $14 (adult adv)/$9 (student/senior adv) at TIX on the 
Square; $18 (adult door)/$12 (student/senior doar) 


HEY LADIES PART 2 Theatre Network. 10708-124 St * Electnc 
Boogaloo, The Valentine Edition where your favourite daytime 
lifestyle show meets your favourite nighttime comedy jam of 
female fun by Leona Brausen, Cathleen Rootsaert and Dayina 
Stewart * Feb. 8 © $20 at TIX on the Square, 420-1757; Theatr 
Network box office, 453-2440 


HUNGER STRIKING Azimuth Theatre, 11315-105 Ave (454- 
0583) © Presented by the Maggie Tree, by Kit Brennan; directed 
by Vanessa Sabourin; sound by Lori Gawryluik ® When your 
past actions retum with a vengeance, can you forgive yourself 
and find compassion for your frailty? Starring Kristi Hansen and 
Amber Borotsik * Jan. 18-Feb. 3 (Wed-Sat 8pm, Sun 2pm, ber 
fit performance: Sun, Feb. 3 (8pm) « $15 or Pay-what-you-wil 


LANGUAGE AND CONTENT Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 10510-100 
Ave (297-3675) * Image Theatre's monthly reading series. This 
month's readings include Trina Davies’ West of the 3rd Mencia’ 
elisa Major's solo piece Unicorn Horns; an adaptation of 
Roald Dahl's The Swan; and an installment of My Crazy 
Roommate. Also featured is Kurt Spenrath’s new play The 
Trillionaires * Last Mon every month (7pm door, 8pm show) * 
Pay-what-you-can (suggested donation $5) 


MACBETH Citadel Maclab Theatre, 9828-101A Ave (425-1820) » 
By William Shakespeare, directed by Peter Hinton, starring 
Benedict Campbell and Diane D’aquila. When Macbeth is told tha 
he will one day become King of Scotland, he is urged by his ambi 
tious wife to take destiny into his own hands * Feb, 9-Mar 2 


MACGREGOR'S HARD ICE CREAM AND GAS Varscons 
Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (434-5564) * Shadow Theatre presents 
this humourous play about lost souls learning to bury the past 
and move on * Until Feb, 10 * Weeknights/Sun matinees: $19 
{adutt}/$16 (student/senior); Weekends: $22 (adultl/$13 (stu- 
dent/senior) at TIX on the Square 


MUMP AND SMOOT IN SOMETHING TransAlta Aris Barns 
(409-1910) * Fringe Theatre Adventures * The “clowns of ho 
for” are coming out to present their first-ever Fringe hit, 
Something * Feb. 7-17 (8pm); no performance Feb. 11 * Ticket 
available at the Fringe Theatre box office; student discount o! 
$15 per ticket available for Feb. 13 and 14 performances 


‘SHINING CITY Citadel Rice Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave (426- 
4811) * By Conor McPherson, directed by James MacDonald 
and starring Tom Rooney, Tom Wood, and Gina Wilkinson * A 
middle-aged businessman tums to a therapist after seeing the 
ghost of his wife © Feb. 5-24 [ 


THE SOUND SYSTEM PCL Stage, TransAlta Arts Bas, 10°50 
84 Ave (420-1757) © System Theatre presents two new 
plays about music; One Step Forward by Brian Bergum and 
Cantury of Music by Nicole Bodnaresk * Feb. 1-9 (8pm); Feb. 3.9 
{2pm) * $18 {adult)/$15 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


THEATRESPOATS Varscona Theatre, 1 Ave (448-0695) 
© Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre * Team-siof improvisers cre 
ate sketches on the spot based on audience suggestions, and 
have the results evaluated by a team of heartless judges * 
Every Fri (1pm) © Tickets available by phone 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘W’ ROLL Mayfield Dinner Theatre 
16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * Written and compiled by Will 
Marks. Take a wild ride back to the swingin’ “60s, celebrate the 
Twist, the Watusi, the British Invasion, the Beach Boys, Metow" 


and the mini skirt * Until Feb, 17 * $594 fat and show) 
‘SHINING CITY Citadel Rice Theatre, ‘Ave (425-1820) 
* By Conor Mcpherson, directed by James Id starring 
Tom Rooney, Tom Wood, and Gina Wiki ficken with gre 
a middle-aged businessman tums to @ after repeatedty 


seeing the ghost of his wife. The therapist, who recently left (he 
priesthood and has set up practice in a shabby office in down 
town Dublin, is struggling to keep his own demons at bay. The 
Rice Theatre Series 1s for mature audiences, content and !a" 
guage may not be suitable for all patrons * Feb. 5-24 


WHILE WE'RE YOUNG Timms Centre for the Arts, Main St99° 
86 Ave, 112 St (492-2495) * Studio Theatre ¢ World Premier 
by Don Hannah, U of A’s playwright in residence, directed by 
Department of Drama Professor Kim McCaw. An exploration of 
our transition from youth into an adult world full of inherited 
rules, institutions and traditions * Feb. 7-16 (7-30pm); matinee 
Thu, Feb, 14(12:0pm); no show Sun, Feb. 10 Gala: Sat, Feb. 9 * 
$10-$20 at TIX on the Square 2 
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Brothers Wedding reveals Burnett is more than a one-trick sheep 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweokly.com 


en Charles Burnett's Killer 
of Sheep. (1977) had its wild- 
> ly belated theatrical release 


last year, the film’s arrival was greet- 
ed with a blend of awed discovery 
and sadness over what a different 
career its author might have enjoyed 
were his debut properly appreciated 
in its day. Burnett was for so long a 
sort of legend, a filmmaker responsi- 
ble for an unheralded masterpiece 
known only in cult circles, an original 
talent who, finding mostly frustration 
in Hollywood, was seemingly never 
able to produce a worthy successor. 

Yet not long after the official 
unearthing of Killer of Sheep, Mile- 
stone Films released a new version of 
Bumett’s second feature My Broth- 
er’s Wedding ('83), a work equally 
neglected, woefully underseen and, if 
not quite the revelation its predeces- 
sor was, something also very special 
indeed. The film was only screened at 
festivals in a two-hour rough cut 
before vanishing into obscurity. Bur- 
nett’s new version clocks in at a lean 
80 minutes, the rare director's cut 
that’s actually far more concise than 
the original release, and part of its 
distinctive rhythm and poetry comes 
from this very concision. 

Kicking off Arte Preta: Edmonton 
Black Film and Art Week this Friday 
night, My Brother’s Wedding finally 
™ makes its way to a local big screen—if 

only for one showing. Filmed, like 

Killer of Sheep, in East Los Angeles, 

Burnett's sophomore effort features a 


t= | Fl FEB RU FER (8) 
£2 | MY BROTHER'S WEDDING 
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similarly freewheeling narrative struc- 
ture, breezy eccentricity, cultural 
specificity, moments of sudden lyri- 
cism, and a sly attention to the idio- 
syncrasies of class and its inhibiting 
effect on one’s sense of self. 


IT CONCERNS 30-year-old Pierce 
Mundy (the wonderfully ever-dubious 
looking Everett Silas), a man with no 
prospects and whose outspoken 
loathing of his upwardly mobile 
brother Wendell’s law career and 
engagement to a fellow lawyer of 
ostentatiously middle class breeding 
causes great disappointment in his 
parents, finally becoming emblematic 
of his general inertia. 

“Is Pierce retarded?,” asks Pierce’s 
soon-to-be sister-in-law Sonia (Gaye 
Shannon-Burnett, the wniter/director's 
spouse). “Just ghettoized,” responds 
Wendell (Dennis Kemper), who regards 
Pierce's “romantic views of the have- 
nots” with a simmering resentment 
reciprocal to his brother's grudging 
attitude toward him. Pierce seems hap- 
piest when caught goofing in the 
streets with his freshly out-of-prison 
pal Soldier (Ronnie Bell), wrestling in a 
stranger's yard or singing doo-wop in 
some concrete stairwell. Yet his rejec- 
tion of petit bourgeois ambitions in 


» favour of keepin’ it real to no great aim 


has left Pierce saddled with the duties 
of an overgrown juvenile: he lives with 
his parents rent-free, he listlessly 
minds their dry cleaning business, he 
tends to the daily needs of his elderly 
grandparents. 

Somewhat ironically, one of the 
film’s most striking scenes—a beguil- 
ing combination of humdrum banality 
and dark foreshadowing in the form of 
a long dissolve into a dusky parade of 
passirig trees—arises from Pierce’s 
uninspired reading to his grandparents 
from Psalms, some passage about 
integrity that the elders seem to 
already know by heart. And integrity is, 
of course, the central theme of My 
Brother's Wedding, specifically integrity 
as a hazardous, paralyzing force that 
can wear away at the best among us. 


Will Pierce finally succumb to some 
go-nowhere criminal life such as Sol- 
dier’s? Will he accept his family’s 
dream of his pursuing some legiti- 
mate career? Or will he make a new 
life for himself that wriggles free from 
both pre-determined trajectories? 
Burnett is, unsurprisingly, more inter- 
ested in the question itself, as well as 
what shapes and complicates it, than 
he is in delivering any sort of a clear 
answer. His final image is symbolic of 
the war in Pierce's soul, one that also 
speaks for the frustrations of an entire 
community in which one brother 
holds back another. 


SCREENING ALONG with My Brother's 
Wedding are two Burnett shorts. “The 
Horse” ('73) is arguably his most enig- 
matic film, a simple yet eerie story 


about men anticipating the killing of =, 
old horse. It always feels one or ty,, 
steps away from being parabolic. ;;. 
images are haunting, unusually com: 
posed and layered, the rural landscapes 
that echo both Weston and Whist|e, 
the fragmentation of bodies ang oi. 
close-ups. Three white guys wait oy, 
the midday heat, absently throwing 
knives or working on the crease j, 
their pants. A black kid caresses the 
jutting ribs of the old horse in the biaz 
ing sun. Soon his father will arrive wit}, 
a revolver wrapped in a towel. |'ye 
seen the film a few times and every 
time I read it a bit differently. ; 

Far less ambiguous but also very 
rewarding is “When it Rains’ ('95) 
which finds a jazz musician roaming 
all over his neighbourhood to collect 
money to pay off his sister's impatient 
landlord. With much humour, Burnett 
characteristically lingers on the vari 
ous activities taking place in the com- 
munity and the funky characters 
lining every block. Solidarity proves 
difficult to find, yet the accidental 
appearance of a John Handy record 
goes to show that common ground is 
the secret key to settling dispute 
among people who would ideally 
come together in times of need 

The Burnett films will be followed 
by several others over the course of 
Arte Preta’s ongoing program 
which includes Adberrahmane Sis- 
sako’s Bamako (2006), Jennifer 
Sharp's I’m Through With While Girls 
(07) and a set of three documen- 
taries by Dana Inkster. v 


Grbavica, Law of the Weakest offer a tale of two European cities 


DVDETECTIVE 


ws 
Pac 
— BRIAN GIBSON 
Lo. | dvdetective@vweweekly.com 
In the opening minutes of Grbavica: The 
“*iand of My Dreams (Strand), we've jos- 
tled through a club, come home, gone to 
school, sat on a crowded bus as one 
man’s hairy chest looms over us and 
walked through a market. 

This is life in Sarajevo for Esma (Mirjana 
Karanovig) and her daughter Sara (Luna 
Mijovic). Esma isn’t making enough money 
in her daytime job at a dress- and shoe- 
making factory, so she takes a second job 
as a waitress at a nightclub. She also needs 
the extra money for Sara’s school trip. 

Writer-director Jasmila lbani¢ plunks 

__us down in a city that, 10 years after war, 
is still struggling to its feet. Some of the 
war's soldiers have come out on top and 
become club-runners, pimps and black 
marketeers, driving flashy cars that crank 
out Europop. Pelda (Leon Ludev), a body- 
guard for Esma’s boss at the club, takes 
an interest in the single mother, but their 


main point of connection is the loss of 
their fathers in the war. She found hers; 
he thought he did at the site of one mass- 
graves excavation—the man had the 
same watch and boots as his father—but 
he didn’t check his mouth. A gold tooth 
marked him as another woman’s dad. 
“But | liked the man as if he had been my 
father,” Pelda says. 

Sara, who often flashes into a petulant 
temper with her mom or babysitter, knows 
nothing of her father but is sure he was 
killed in the fighting. If Esma would just 
provide a certificate verifying his soldier 
status, she can prove her proud patrilin- 
eage and get a discount for the school trip. 

But the walls between hero and mon- 
Ster, survivor and victim, have crumbled. 
This is a city that, as Pelda half-jokes of 
Esma, is “cracked.” In a ruined building, 
churlish Sara makes out with a boy from 
school whose father did die in the war, 
snow-blanketed Sarajevo laid out in the 
distance behind them. Men can try to rip 
open old wounds from the war, while 
women survivors gather before a well- 
meaning academic to unburden a |ittle of 
their memories, but mostly because 
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they're paid to do so for her study. 

In this post-trauma world, Pelda and 
Esma court each other awkwardly, uncer- 
tainly, as though not sure they can rely on 
the mere possibility of happiness. Some- 
thing harsh and curt chafes at the bond 
between mother and daughter. When the 
film's revelation comes, it staggers you 
with the shock of the suddenly blinding but 
always obvious. You don’t want to believe 
it but you feel its truth cutting at the heart 
of the tragic Balkan conflict of the 1990s, 
as surely as a man at the market chops a 
fish with a certain brisk, thoughtless vio- 
lence, as profoundly as the folk songs that 
carry so much more ironic meaning now, 
post-war, than their earliest singers could 
ever have imagined. 

Grbavica is so intensely immediate, so 
caught up in the rush and roil of everyday 
survival, that it never becomes hopelessly 
sad. (Unfortunately, though, the disc 
offers a transfer where the picture is a lit- 
tle too compressed and the subtitles omit 
accented letters in characters’ names.) 
Life is just a “roll of dice,” but its scuzzy 
nightclub highs and mundane daily-grind 
lows eventually lead to a strained accept- 


FILM 


ance between mother and daughter in 
this land that—though Esma “had 
already forgotten there was anything 
beautiful in this world’—can still offer 
some solace. 


THE CITY IN Lucas Belvaux’s The Law of 
the Weakest (Mongrel/Métropole) isn't 
touched by the ravages of war but by 
industry—Belgium is the most industrial- 
ized country on earth. The camera, mov- 
ing as smoothly and cleanly as a 
well-oiled machine, pans along factory 
lines of clinking beer bottles, across dirt 
lots tracked by bulldozers and loaders, 
over an urban landscape of towering 
apartment blocks. 

Some of the only greenery around is in 
the small garden allotments that Marc 
(Belvaux himself) works when he’s not 
taking care of his son Steve (Elie Bel- 
vaux). Mare, still jobless after earning 
three degrees, feels unmanned after his 
father-in-law gives his wife Carole (The 
Dreamlife of Angels’ Natacha Régnier) a 
new moped to get to work in. 

Bitter pride becomes desperate lunacy 
when Marc's friends, Robert (Claude 


Semal), Jean-Pierre (Patrick Descamps) 
and ex-con Patrick (Eric Caravaca), decide 
to hold up the old steel factory that laid 
them off—now the scrap steel is sold for 
millions, while the workers left behind 
had never been given their full dues, ov 
romanticized now on guided tours as 92st 
“aristocrats of the working class." 

The gritty, claustrophobic world of the 
Dardenne brothers is opened up a litte 
given more of a coldly grand sweep, * 
the European working-world drames af 
Laurent Cantet (Human Resources, Tine 
Out) merge with the thriller genre. These 
labouring men’s lives, after all, 2° 
already in suspense, caught between t"* 
ongoing drudgery of the present and all 
outsourced future. 

But scenes between friends ay 
between Mare and Carole lack the 9!" 
of years passed together—the emotions! 
history behind the characters jus! isnt 
there. The film, in the end, as solidly 9 
as it is, rings a bit hollow, feels il 
pointlessly bleak. The last sparks 0 ' 
steel furnace where Robert and J2*" 
Pierre used to work have faded, ar “ 
that's left is for life to grind itself dow". ¥ 


ivi BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
s if it’s not enough that Valley 
A of the Dolls is such an obvious- 
ly cheap, tawdry, exploitative 
im, the kind that nakedly revels in the 
ame thing it half-heartedly condemns, 
here’s an even more sinister undertone 
5 watching the film 40 years after it 
jas made: as Sleazy as itis, this steamy 
aperback of a movie still has a surpris- 
ne amount of relevance to current pop 
ulture. It turns out tabloid trash isn’t so 
much a harbinger of destruction for 
\merican culture as it is a comerstone; 
hank you, destructive pop starlets of 
foday, for continuing a proud and glori- 
us tradition. 

Just like our current relationship with 
he seedier aspects of pop culture, Val- 
gy of the Dolls—which kicks off, very 
ppropriately, the Edmonton Film Soci- 
ty’s "Guilty Pleasures” winter season 
it the Royal Alberta Museum—is a pro- 
foundly conflicted film. Part morality 
ale, part femsploitation, it watches 
jomething like a feminist liberation 
tory as written by chauvinists, briefly 
elebrating the spirit of independent- 
hinded, career-oriented, stunningly 
ecautiful women before reminding 
hem that path inevitably leads to a 
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miserable, worthless, drugged-out life, 
and they'll only ever be happy with a 
good man and a safe family life. 

The story most closely follows 
Anne (Barbara Parkins), a naive but 
driven woman who leaves her pictur- 
esque New England hometown to 
make it in the big city of New York— 
naturally, her first mistake. Along her 
way to becoming a model, she dates 
the playboy agent she works for (Paul 
Burke) and meets two similarly driven 
women—triple threat Neely (Patty 
Duke) and the statuesque Jennifer 
(Sharon Tate), whose supposed 
smarts are constantly ignored for her 
stunning looks. 


ONE OF THE ODDEST things about Dolls 


is the abrupt tonal shift that happens 


about 40 minutes in. The first act feels 
a lot like a somewhat lifeless but 
benign musical about women in the 
city: Jennifer meets a dashing nightclub 
singer, Neely shows off her voice 
before taking off to Hollywood, Anne 
goes through a tasteful life-of-a-model 
montage. Then things get entirely 
ridiculous, in both plot and tone. 
Jennifer's husband is fairly quickly 
diagnosed with Huntington’s, which 
forces her to star in French “art films” 
that are little more than excuses to 
show her tits—a fact the film, natural- 
ly, both condemns and revels in, 
because isn’t it sad and pathetic that a 
woman is reduced to ... those fabu- 
lous breasts! Neely, meanwhile, fairly 
quickly becomes both the most suc- 
cessful of the three and a complete 
disaster, a horrifically lost woman 
addicted to downers (the “dolls” of the 
title) who goes through a divorce, a 
stay in the sanitarium (rehab for the 
'60s), cheating with Anne’s boyfriend 
and generally acting like a petulant 
bitch until she has an unintentionally 
hilarious breakdown at the end of the 
film, screaming at the sky while she 
finally realizes just how horrible a 
person she was for having talent and 


Watch exclusive interviews with 
K.D. Lang talking about her career 
and her new album! 
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Plus preview the 


entire album before 


it is released on 
Feb. 5th, 2008! 


being a woman. Anne's arch isn’t 
quite so horrible (at least in part 
because she's usually with a man, of 
course) though she does spend a bit 
of time on pills before running back 
home and finding inner peace (hint, 
hint, ladies). 

The film’s wildly vacillating tone is 
best summed up in a speech by Helen 
Lawson (Susan Hayward), a Broad- 
way star who serves as a mild antag- 
onist towards Neely (Neely being her 
Own worst enemy for most of the 
film). In a.hilariously schizophrenic 
monologue, Lawson points out that 
Neely doesn't have the internal 
Strength to make it in the world, then 
more or less immediately explains her 
profound regret for being such a hard, 
career-minded broad. It’s the perfect 
encapsulation of a film that doesn’t 
even realize it’s trying to have it both 
ways, one that, though not actually 
good by any stretch, is nevertheless a 
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fascinating look into the shame and 
schadenfreude of the moral middle « 
class—then as much as now 


YOU CAN EXPECT to finda similar level 


of conflicted titillation in Mark Rob- 
son's Peyton Place (showing Feb 11), a 
proto-soap opera that follows a 
woman growing up in small town 
that’s placid only on its surfa 
Negulesco’s The B z 
(Mar 10), mea 
the tawdriness but keeps the un 
ing warning about the dan 
being a career girl 

Other films of particular note 
include the star-studded Airport (Mar 
3), a disaster potboiler that will p = 
bly be remembered mostly as the film 
whose continuo 
inspired Airplane! 
which got Joan Crawford an Oscar for 
her portrayal of the titular r 
self-up-by-the-bootstraps w 
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OPENING THIS WEEK 


COEN BROTHERS RETROSPECTIVE 
FEATURING RAISING ARIZONA, INTOLERABLE CRUELTY 
SUN, FEB 3 (2PM); METRO CINEMA, S10 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweokly.com 

In a career spanning a quarter century 
and a catalogue boasting a dozen fea- 
tures, Joel and Ethan Coen have enjoyed 
that rare dichotomy: commercial success 
and/or prestige on the one hand, a mas- 
sive cult following on the other. They're at 
once known for inspired invention and 
compulsive postmodernist pastiche, for 


CARNEAU 


FILM & ART WEEK 
MY BROTHERS 
WEDDING 


Ma THE HORSE @¢{WHEN IT RAINS 


SPOTLIGHT ON 


DANA INKSTER 


241 DAYS 
IN BROOKS 


Ra WELCOME TO AFRICVILLE 
Aad REDUX 1 & Il 


SATURDAY .. 7PM 


SUNDAY MATINEE 
DOUBLE BULL! 


THE COEN BROTHERS. * 


RAISING ARIZONA 2? JUNO 


NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:00 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00PM 
RATEO 144 COREE LANGUAGE, MATURE THEMES 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


conceiving dynamic protagonists and 
employing a misanthropic, condescending 
attitude toward supporting characters. 
Appropriately for a writing/directing/pro- 
ducing team commonly referred to as The 
Two-Headed Director, such dualities cling 
to the Coens. It seems more fitting still 
that some smart programmer would 
choose to screen their movies in twos. 
This weekend kicks off Metro Cinema’s 
month of Sunday afternoon Coen Brothers 
double-bills, and we'll be here every 
week with commentary. The first pairing 
matches one of the Coens’ most beloved 
early works with one of their most reviled 
recent ones. Intolerable Cruelty (2003) 
initially felt like the beginning of a down- 
ward spiral, but with the jewel of No 
Country For Old Men ('07) now lining the 
Coens’ crown, the film looks more harm- 
less: intermittently flat, rather heartless 
for a romantic comedy, but hardly a disas- 
ter. It even has one standout perform- 
ance, that of Billy Bob Thornton as the 
wealthy cuckold Howard D Doyle. 
Nevertheless, this Sunday's highlight is 
easily Raising Arizona (1987), a film that 
departed considerably from the noirish vein 
of the Coens’ debut Blood Simple (84), 
revealing certain tendencies in their visual 
style, seen here at its most manic, no doubt 
thanks in part to future Men in Black ('97) 
director Barry Sonnenfeld’s cinematogra- 
phy. Driven by a banjo version of 
Beethoven's “Ode to Joy,” the film careens 
to life with an elaborate, deliriously com- 
pacted love story between a hapless crook 
(Nicolas Cage) and the cop who takes his 
mug shots (Holly Hunter). Once wed, the 
couple discovers they're infertile and there- 
after conspire to steal one of five newborns 
from an unpainted furniture tycoon. 
Raising Arizona functions best as a 


relentlessly madcap comedy about com-_ 


mitment anxiety. The kidnapping scene 


as vie 


Mie Tha a 


LIVE AT METROPOLIS | 
DIRECTED BY DECO DAWSON 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or fog on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operates with the support of: 
# eC 4 


—-9722 102 Street 
Edmonton, AB TSK 0X4 4 

——office (780} 429.1677 : 
production (780) 424 4368 

—~favaca 


Conseil des Arts 
du Canada 


Canada Council 


for the Arts tor the Arts 


8pm at Metro Cinema 
ZEIDLER HALL (CITADEL 
$8/$10 


A Foundation 
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reads like a comic version of the bajy 
strewn climax of David Cronenbera’s ;;, 
Brood ('79), while the scene in which jy,, 
convicts escape from prison by tunneling 
up through rain and mud provides \n;,, 
gettably bizarre birthing imagery, oo,, 
plete with screaming. Cage was 1, 
more endearing, babies never treate, 
more irreverently in a mainstream ro, 
and the Coens never crafted anyt; 
else at quite this level of cartoonish, 
It's a good thing: Raising Arizona js ',, 
while it lasts, but goes about as fa; j, 
that direction as one can likely tak: 
Check back next week for Jos. 
Braun's take on Fargo and Blood Simple 


OVER HER DEAD BODY 

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY JEFF LOWELL 

STARRING EVA LONGORIA PARKER, LAKE BELL, PAUL gy 
nk 


10 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 
Working-class lesbians are sure to love 
Over Her Dead Body star Lake Bell as an 
auburn-maned psychic and caterer haunted 
by the ghost of her new boyfriend's dead 
fiancee (Eva Longoria Parker). Bell, with a 
awkwardly expressive face centred around 
a narrow but long nose and a toothy smile 
several times too large, is the wrong com 
bination of gawky and sexy to prope 
identify as a starlet. She's far too uncon 
promised of a personality to be anything 
but herself, and from what I've read, that 
makes the ladies swoon. 

Ashley (Bell) is commissioned to try 
and reach Kate (Longoria Parker) in tie 
spirit world for the romantically « dy 
Henry (Paul Rudd), as a way for him | 
told to move on from the devastatin 
event of her being crushed to death ! 
angel on their wedding day. Henry 
Chloe (Lindsay Sloane) kicks it ur 
and hands over Kate's diary to Ashe 
she can fake it. In the meantime, He 
grows an affection for Ashley, and 
tually does learn to move on 
straight into the psychic’s arms 

Suddenly, Kate appears in Ashley 
condo, only visible to her clairvoys 
eyes, and demands that she aband 
Henry, despite the romantic sparks. !ts ¥ 
to Ashley to stay firm in her affecti: 
Henry, but she learns quickly that 
feisty, determined bitch from beyon 
Kate stops at nothing, from scaring 4s" 
ley out of a fitness club shower to talking 
incessantly while the couple try to do \"e 
nasty, in making her life difficult. — 

Over Her Dead Body isn't that 'u"\") 


1 Media Arts 


ers 


star power. It's. 


the viewer opts out for an 
hroom break. For example, 


-conceived hairstyles, asa 
jodiment of a deceased 


ave secretly imagined 
ir wedding day before 
bill was passed. It's pitch- 


elicit i as the leading man. 


ET THE SPART ANS 

TEN DIRECTED BY JASON FRIEDBENG, AARON SELIZER 
‘STARRING SEAN MAGUIRE CARMEN ELECTRA, KEN DAVIT- 
IA 


e 


DAVID BERRY / david@yueweekly.com 
Meet the Spartans is less a movie than 
it is the fever dream of the 21st century 
teenager or the rotten, congealed detritus 
at the bottom of the trash can of junk cul- 
ture: raise a generation on blockbuster 
movies, celebrity news and reality TV 
shows, and you end up with films like 
this, mindless parodies remarkable not 
only for picking the easiest, most obvious 
of targets, but missing so wildly you 
doubt they could manage to even shoot 
themselves in the foot. 
Ostensibly a parody of 300—which did 
a fairly good job of parodying itself, in case 
you've somehow forgotten the obliviously 
fampant homoeroticism and the “This is 
Sparta!"—Spartans manages the impres- 
sive feat of engendering sympathy for that 
film, mostly because it plays like 300 as 
double-penetrated by People magazine 
and obviousness. The framework is really 
only @ minor problem, though: really, it's 
‘the twin dragons of mindless reference 
and needless explication that put Spartans 
in another league of terrible. 
The former is the inevitable conclusion 
of pop post-modernism, a watered-down 
orm of cultural reference that entirely for- 
‘gets it has to do more than just reference 
‘Something for it to be funny/relevant/any- 
‘thing. Spartans, like every other parody 
Jason Friedberg and Aaron Seltzer have 
er been a | part of (pretty much anything 
‘with “Movie” in the title), just fires up its 
‘op culture references and lets them sit 
ete, a technique which is about as funny 
nd entertaining as rapidly flipping 
through specialty cable channels. 
be so bad if they didn’t 
bit of spelling out every 
is, every unfunny, mindless 
‘erence—as if the audi- 
omehow miss them if they 
itly referenced. Almost any- 
ppens—the fat guy from 


All showtimes are subject to at 
tina. Presa contact heats ccm 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
8094 Connaught Dr. Jasper, 852-4749 
JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Wed 8:00 
NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184, gory 


scenes) Py 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:10; Sun-Thu 8:00 


LARS AND THE REAL GIRL (PG) 
Film Club Night: Thu, Fab. 7 


STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY 


Library Theatre, lower level..7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq 496-7070 

A WINTER TALE (STC) 
Sat 1:00; with the program “Talk It Out” 
Introductions and Post-film Performers: 
Politic Live Filmmaker Frances-Anne 
‘Solomon will be present; part of the Arte 
Preta Edmonton Black Film and Art Week 


‘QUEENS OF SOUND: A HERSTORY OF 
REGGAE AND DANCEHALL (STC) 

Fri 7:00; Introductions by Mick Sleeper. 
Post-film performance by Souljah Fyah; part 
of the Arte Preta Edmonton Black Film and 
Art Week 


THE SOULS OF BLACK GIRLS (STC) 
‘Sun 2:00 Introductions by Asha Tomlinson; 
open post-film discussion will be held with 
the filmmaker Daphne S. Valerius; part of 
ee ae Caen aC ET tt 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 
130 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 


ONE MISSED CALL (14A, frightening 
scenes) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:50, 7:25, 9:40; Sat 
1:55, 4:50, 7:25, 9:40, 11:40 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 
(14A, sexual content, nudity, substance 
abuse) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:40, 7:20, 9:30; Sat 
1:45, 4:40, 7:20, 9:30, 11:50 


_-AWAKE (14A, coarse language, disturbing 
content) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 7:35, 10:00; Sat 7:35, 10:00, 
12;00 


CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND (PG) 
Daily 2:00, 4:35 


THE MIST (184, gory scenes) 
Fn, Sun-Thu 6:50, 9:40; Sat 6:50, 9:40, 
12:10 


HITMAN (184, gory scenes) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:10, 7:30, 9:55; Sat 
1530, 4:10, 7:30, 9:55, 12:15 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Dally 1:35, 4:25 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:05; Sat 1:50, 
4:45, 7:00 


BEOWULF (144, violence) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:45; Sat 
1:40, 4:20, 7:05, 9:45, 12:05 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (18A) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1;00, 4:15, 7:60; Sat 1:00, 
4:15, 7:50, 11:05 


BEE MOVIE (G) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 7:15, 9:25; 
Sat 1:16, 3:10, 5:05, 7:15, 9:25, 11:20 


INTO THE WILD (14A) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:30, 7:40; Sat 1:15, 
4:30, 7:40, 10:50 

THE GAME PLAN (G) 


Fri, Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:05, 7:10, 9:35; Sat 
4:20, 4:05, 7:10, 9:35, 11:45 

THE ASSASSINATION OF JESSE JAMES 
BY THE COWARD ROBERT FORD (144) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:05, 4:25, 7:45; Sat 1:05, 
4:25, 7:45, 11:00 

ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG, not recom- 


mended for children) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 9:50; Sat 9:20, 12:10 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 197th Avenue, 732-2238 
STRANGE WILDERNESS (184, crude 


content, substance abuse) 
Daily 2:10, 5:00, 8:00, 10:25 


THE EYE (144, frightening scenes) 
Daily 2:00, 4:50, 7:45, 10:10 


OVER HER DEAD BODY (PG, coarse lan- 


guage) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:20, 3:50, 6:50, 9:10; 
Tue 3:50, 6:50, 9:10; Star and Strollers 


Daily 12:30, 2:50, 5:20, 7:50, 10:20 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:30, BOT 100: 
Tue 4:20, 7:20, 10:00; Star and Strollers 
‘Screening: Tus 1:00 


CLOVERFIELD (14, frightening scenes) 
Daly 1:00, 8:10, 5:30, 8:10, 10:20 J 
THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse ) 
Daily 12:20, 2:40, 5:10, 7:35, ee 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:00, 9:55 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daily 12:15, 2:30, 4:40 


JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

No passes: Fri 1:40, 4:00, 7:10, 9:40; Sat- 
Thu 1:40, 4:00, 7:10, 9:40 


1AM LEGEND (14, frightening scenes) 
Daily 7:15, 9:50 hs : 
ATONEMENT (14A, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Daily 12:50, 3:40, 6:30, 9:20 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (18A, gory 
scenes) 
Daily 12:40, 3:30, 6:40, 9:30 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 
1525-99 St, 436-8585 


‘STRANGE WILDERNESS (184, crude 
content, substance abuss) 
Dally 12:10, 2:40, 5:00, 7:50, 10:30 


THE EYE (14A, frightening scenes) Daily 
1:50, 4:50, 7:20, 9:50 


OVER HER DEAD BODY (PG, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:15, 4:15, 6:50, 9:20; 
Tue 4:15, 6:50, 9:20; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Tue 1:00 

MEET THE SPARTANS (14A, crude con- 
tent) 

Daily 1:20, 3:30, 5:40, 8:10, 10:30 


UNTRACEABLE (184, gory scenes, dis- 
‘turbing content) 
Daily 2:00, 5:10, 7:45, 10:15 


RAMBO (18A, gory scenes, brutal violence) 
Daily 12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:40, 10:15 


YAARIYAN (STC) 
Daily 12:45, 4:45, 8:45 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:40 


CLOVERFIELD (144, frightening scenes) 
Daily 12;50, 3:15, 5:30, 8:00, 10:20 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD (PG, violence, 
not recommended for young children) 
Dally 12:40, 4:40, 8:30 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:30, 4:10, 6:40, 9:10; 
Tue 4:10, 6:40, 9:10; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Tus 1;00 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 
Daily 12:20, 3:40, 7:10, 10:10 


P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
Dally 6:45, 9:30 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daily 12:00, 2:15, 4:30 


JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

No passes: Fri 1:40, 
Thu 1:40, 4:20, 7:30, 


1AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes) 
Daily 1:10, 3:50, 7:15, 9:45 


ATONEMENT (144A, coarse language, 
mature themes) 
Daily 12:30, 3:20, 6:30, 9:15 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
(8882-170 St, 444-1829 


SUNDAY (HIND! W/E.S.T,) (PG, violence) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:45; Sat-Sun 12:30, 4:00, 
7:45 


IN THE NAME OF THE KING: A 
DUNGEON SIEGE TALE (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:40, 
3:20, 7:00, 9:45 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 
(14A, sexual content, nudity, substance 


:20, 7:30, 10:00; Sat- 
200 


abuse) 

Fri 5:00, 7:20, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:45, 2:50, 
5:00, 7:20, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:40 
BEOWULF (14A, violence) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 
3:50, 6:50, 9:30 


tg 


Fri, Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:10, 
3:45, 6:40, 9:10 


CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND (PG) 
Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:10 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
Day Stereo Digital Daily 12:50, 3:30, 7:10, 


CLOVERFIELD (14A, frightening scenes) 
py ee aE AD, 2:45, 4:50, 


THE EYE (14A, frightening scanes) 
OTS Digital Daily 1:10, 3:50, 7:30, 10:00 


ATONEMENT (14A, coarse language, 
mature themes) 
DTS Digital Daily 9:15 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
OTS Digital Daily 1:30, 4:20, 6:50, 9:20 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 
BARBER OF FLEET STREET (184, gory 


scenes) 
DTS Digital Daily 12:35, 3:20, 6:40, 9:30 


MICHAEL CLAYTON (144) 
DTS Digital Dally 12:35, 3:40, 6:50 


MEET THE SPARTANS (14A, crude con- 
tent) 
OTS Digital Dally 1:40, 4:10, 7:40, 10:10 


RAMBO (184, gory scanes, brutal Violence) 
herd Stereo Digital Daily 1:00, 3:40, 7:15, 
40 


UNTRACEABLE (184, gory scenes, dis- 
turbing content) 
OTS Digital Daily 1:20, 4:00, 7:20, 10:05 


CLAREVIEW 10 


4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Fri-Sun 12:35, 4:20; Mon-Thu 4:20 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:40, 6:40, 9:00; Mon-Thu 
4:40, 6:40, 9:00 


JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:10, 6:30, 9:10; Mon-Thu. 
4;10, 6:30, 9:10 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:15, 6:50, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
4:15, 6:50, 9:20 


CLOVERFIELD (14, frightening scenes) 
Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:40, 6:40, 9:00; Mon-Thu 
4:40, 6:40, 9:00 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184, gory 
Scenes) 

Dally 7:00, 9:40 

OVER HER DEAD BODY (PG, coarse lan- 
guage) 


Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:00, 7:40, 9:55; Mon-Thu 
4:00, 7:40, 9:55 


THE EYE (14A. frightening scenes) 
Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:50, 7;30, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
4:50, 7:30, 9:50 


STRANGE WILDERNESS (184, crude 
content, substance abuse) 
Fri-Sun 12:50, 2:30, 4:35, 7:50, 10,00; 
Mon-Thu 4:35, 7:50, 10:00 


MEET THE SPARTANS (144, crude con- 
tent) 

Fri-Sun 12:30, 2:35, 4:45, 7:10, 9:15; Mon- 
Thu 4:45, 7:10, 9:15 


RAMBO (18A, gory scenes, brutal violence) 
Fri-Sun 1:15, 4:30, 7:20, 9:45; Mon-Thu 
4:30, 7:20, 9:45 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
THE EYE (14A, frightening scenes) 


Fri 4:20, 7:20, 10:20; Sat-Sun 12:30, 4:20, 
7:20, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:20, 10:20 


MEET THE SPARTANS (14A, crude con- 

tent) 

Ets 7:30, 10:10; Sat-Sun 12:20, 2:30, 
), 7:30, 10:10; Mon-Thu 7:30, 10:10 


UNTRACEABLE (184, gory scanes, dis- 
turbing content) 

Fri 4:00, 7:10, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:00, 
7:10, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:45 


RAMBO (18A, gory scenes, brutal violence) 
Fil 4:40, 7-40, 10:00; Sat-Sun 12:00, 2:20, 
4:40, 7:40, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:00 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184, gory 


scenes) 

Fri 3:40, 6:50, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:40, 
6:50, 9:40; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:40 

27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 

Fri 3:30, 7:15, 10:15; Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:30, 


Fri 4:10, 6:40, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:10, 
6:40, 9:10; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:10 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

Daily 7:00, 9:50 

JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 


No passes: Fit 3:50, 6:45, 9:20; Sat-Sun 
1:00, 3:50, 6:45, 9:20 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
YUNO (144, coarse language, mature 


themes) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun 2:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 
Albert, 458-9822. 


THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO 
ANYTHING: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE (G) 
Daily 1:00, 2:45, 4:35 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184, gory 
scenes) 

Daily 6:30, 8:55 

THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Oaily 12:35, 7:40, 9:30 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daily 2:25, 4:10, 5:55 


JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Daily 1:40, 3:40, 5:40, 7:30, 9:20 

27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 12:55, 3:00, 5:10, 7:20, 9:25 
CLOVERFIELD (14A, frightening scenes) 
Daily 6:15, 8:00, 9:45 

THE WATERHORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 

Daily 1:30, 3:50 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 
860148 Ave, Camrose, 780-808-2144 


RAMBO (18 A, gory scenes, brutal violence) 
Dally 7:20 9:20 
THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO 


ANYTHING: A VEGGIE TALES MOVIE (G) 
Sat Sun 2:20 


PS, | LOVE YOU (PG, coarsa language) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat Sun 1:50 

THE EYE (144, frightening scenes) 

Dally 7:05, 9:05; Sat Sun 2:05 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 7:00, 9:15; Sat Sun 2:00 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 7:10 9:00; Sat Sun 2:10 


780-352-3922 


MAD MONEY (PG, coarse language) 
Dally 7:05, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:05, 3:25 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 6:55, 9:20; Sat Sun 12:55, 3:20 


RAMBO (184, gory scenes, brutal violence) 
Daily 7:10, 9:15; Sat Sun 1:10, 3:15 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (184, gory 
Scenes) 
Daily 7:05, 9:10; Sat Sun 1:05, 3:10 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
425-9212 


BAMAKO (STC) 
Fri 7:00; part of the Arte Preta Edmonton 
Black Film and Art Week 


MY BROTHER'S WEDDING W/ TWO 
BURNETT SHORTS (PG, mature themes) 
Fri 9:00 


SPOTLIGHT ON DANA INKSTER (STC) 
Sat 7:00 Introductions by: Fil Fraser, part of 
the Arte Preta Edmonton Black Film and Art 
Week 


'M THROUGH WITH WHITE GIRLS W/ 
HAZEL'S HIPS (14A, coarse language) 
Sat 9:00; part of the Arte Preta Edmonton 
Black Film and Art Week 

RAISING ARIZONA (STC) 

Sun 2:00 

INTOLERABLE CRUELTY(PG, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Sun 4:00 

METRIC LIVE AT METROPOLIS (STC) 
Mon 9:00 

THE AUTISM SOCIETY PLAYERS (STC) 
Thu 7:00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


RAMBO (184, gory scenes, brutal 
Fri-Wed 7:05, 9:05 


CLOVERFIELD (14A. frightening scanes 
Daily 9:00 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 6:55, 9:15; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:30, 2:50 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language} 
Daily 7:05, 9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue cety 3:05 


Violence) 


JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Daily 7:15, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:00, 3:00; 
Movies For Mommies: Tue 1:00 is 


THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO 
ANYTHING(G) 
Sat, Sun, Tue 1:15, 3:10 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daily 7:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:05, 3:20 


10957-82 Ave, 433-0728 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD (PG, violence, 
Not recommended for young children) 
Daily 7:30; Sat Sun 2:00 


DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY 
(PG, mature themes, nudity) 
Daily 7:00, 9:20; Sat, Sun 2:30 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 
WEM, 8882-170 St. 444-2400 
STRANGE WILDERNESS (184. crude 


Content, substanes abuse) 
Daily 12:35, 2:45, 5:20, 7:55, 10:20 


THE EYE (14A, frigtitening scenes) 
Daily 1:20, 4:30, 7:30, 10:15 


HOW SHE MOVE (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Sat, Mon-Thu 2:30, 4:45, 7:10, 9:25; 
Sun 3:10, 5:20, 7:25, 9:40 


MEET THE SPARTANS (14A, crude con: 
tent) 
Daily 12:20, 2:50, 5:00, 7:45, 10:05 


UNTRACEABLE (184, gory scenes, dis- 
turbing content) 


Daily 1:30, 4210, 7:15, 10:10 


RAMBO (18 A, gory scenes, brutal violence} 
Daily 12:30, 3:00, 5:15, 8:00, 10:30 


MAD MONEY (PG, coarse language) 
Dally 10:00 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse lanquags) 
Dally 1:10, 4:05, 7:05, 9:50 


CLOVERFIELD (14A, frightening scenes) 
Dally 12:35, 2:45, 5:10, 7:50, 10:25 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:55, 3:40, 6:40, 9:30; Wed 
12:55, 3:40, 9:45 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF % 
SECRETS (PG) 

Fri-Tue 12:40, 3:50, 7:00, 9: 
7,00, 9:55; Thu 12:40, 3:40, 9: 
Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Fri-Sat, Mon-Thu 12:10; Sun 1:00 


JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

No passes: Fri 1:15, 3:55, 6:50, 9:40; Sat- 
Thu 1:15, 3:55, 6:50, 9:40 


1 AM LEGEND: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE 
(14A, frightening scenes) 
Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS [PG, violence, 
not recommended for young children) 
Fri-Tus, Thu 12:50, 4:20, 7:20; Wed 4:20, 
7:20; Star and Strollers Screening: Wed 
1:00 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 


JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature = 
themes) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:20, 

9:40; Sat-Sun 1:20, 3:40, 7:20, 9:40 


THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO ANY- 
THING: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE (G) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:30 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri-Tue, Thu 7:00, 9:20; 
Wed 9:20 

THE SAVAGES (144, mature themes) 

OTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:25; Sat- 
Sun 12:45, 3:15, 6:50, 9:25 


THE ORPHANAGE (144) 
DTS Digital, subtitled Fri, Mon-Thu 7:10. 
9:35; Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:20, 7-10, 9:35 


| __ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 


RAMBO (18A_ gory scenes, brutal violence! 
Daily 7:10, 9:15; Sat Sun 1:10, 3:15 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN (158A, gory 


soanes) 
Dally 7:05, 9:10; Sat Sun 1:05, 3:10 


CLOVERFIELD (14A, frightening scsnes) 
Daily 7:10, 9:10; Sat Sun 1:10, 310 


ATONEMENT (14, cosrse language, 


mature themss) = 
Daily 6:55, 9:20; Sat Sun 12:55, 320 gy 


eet AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 
people start step-danc- orem ane Fri-Sun 5:16, 8:45; Mon-Thu 8:45 7:18, a ie cae 190 Century Grossing, Spruce Grove, 972: 
- seanes} 7332. Serving Spruce Grove, Stony Plain; 
4 Vi r the MEET THE SPARTANS (144, crude con: BEE MOVIE (G) CLOVERFI (14 n a 
y from Borat trips ove Hy ; Preto 716 020; Sat-Sun 125,245, F430, 7.25, 90; Sat-Sun 120, 430 Parkland County 
ers Allspark—someone, Dally 12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7:0, 9:45 6:10, 7:16, 9.20; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:20 7:25, 9:30; 28, 9: THERE WILL BE BLOOD (PC. volenoo, 
for 
Or off, has to point it out, just in Uarraeeanee (18A, gory scenes, dis- INTO THE WILD (4A) a, THEREIATES MUCRONEDO TO ioe lens rh ah 
= jan issed the wildly obvious, Dally 150, 4:30, 7:40, 10:15 eet : : Fit 4:50; Sat-Sun 12:10, 2:40, 4:50 THE EYE (4A tigrtoing scones) 
‘ ; FIAMBO (184, gory scenes, brutal violenc®) tHe GAME PLAN (G) THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) Daily 7:10,,9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:85, 2 
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WUEWEERLY 


with Ken Davis 
Sundays, 12:30 - 1 pm 
starting February 3, 2008 


* Exploring Alberta's 
Literary Scene 


Alberta Radio 
Since 1927 


FILM CAPSULES 


surface-skimming reference. 

That said, the latter trait does manage 
to have at least one redeeming quality: it 
indicates that Friedberg and Seltzer have 
at least some idea of how gloriously stu- 
pid their audience must be. Number one 
at the box office, folks: those people 
deserve the shit they get fed. 


RAMBO 

DIRECTED BY SYLVESTER STALLONE 

WRITTEN BY STALLONE, ART MONTERASTELLI 
STARRING STALLONE, JULIE BENZ, GRAHAM MCTAVISH 
bod 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

Twenty years after his last big-screen 
appearance, John Rambo (Sylvester Stal- 
lone) returns in Rambo. These days, the 
Vietnam Vet is living in Thailand, eking out 
a living catching snakes and fishing up and 
down the river. It's a simple, uneventful life 
that is in contrast to his past as a man 
who was trained to kill, only to be jetti- 
soned by his country once his tour of duty 
in Vietnam was over. As clumsy as the 
original trilogy of films was at times, the 
character himself was an interesting con- 
trast to the other clichéd action heroes of 
the ‘80s, marked by a descent from inno- 
cence to extreme pessimism. 

And that's what makes the opening of 
Rambo pretty decent, even if it does sway 
towards a heavy-handed approach a little 
too often. It's easy to picture Rambo as 
having spent 20 years doing everything 
he can to not think about the world-gone- 
wrong that he left behind in America, 
which means he’s likely spent a lot of 
years doing next to nothing—just exist- 
ing in a mindless routine. 

So when a group of Christian mission- 
aries shows up asking for a ride down the 
river into Burma, there's only one way 
that things can go for Rambo—and it cer- 
tainly does go there as soon as the mis- 
sionaries are captured by the 
overwhelmingly evil Burmese military. 
Simply put, Rambo sets out to Burma 
with a group of mercenaries and goes 
“Rambo” on the villains 

That description makes it seem a little 
more boneheaded than it turns out to be, 
though. There’s actually some real emo- 
tional investment the first time Rambo 
pulls a gun in the film, invoking a sense 
of sadness and loss as he pulls the trig- 
ger and erases those last 20 years of vio- 
lence-free living. From then on, the film 
holds few surprises, though, sticking to a 
tight focus on Rambo's rescue efforts. 

With Rambo, gone is any hint of the 
cartoonish ‘80s-action-movie violence of 
the second and third films in the series, 
replaced by, well, gore. And brutality. And 
more gore. Unfortunately, where the 
effects of a bullet ripping through flesh 


seem painfully real, some of the impact is 
lost simply because the dying bad guys 
are so cut and dried. There's no attempt 
to make them inhabit a role that is any 
more interesting then the evil presence 
that Rambo must fight against. 

Still, the pessimistic nature of the 
Rambo movies doesn’t require character- 
driven bad guys; these-films are about war 
and its ability to destroy everything, and 
for that Rambo only needs a few broad 
strokes for the supporting cast of mission- 
aries and mercenaries and a few shots 
registering the changes that the survivors 
have undergone once the last gun has 
been fired, the last grenade exploded and 
the last body fallen—that is, the confirma- 
tion that Rambo was right when he mum- 
bled, “When you're pushed, killing’s as 
easy as breathing.” Or maybe it was when 
he grunted, “Fuck the world.” 

Of course, it’s entirely possible that 
Rambo is really nothing more than a big, 
dumb action flick, but half the fun of 
these films has always been in churning 
up the surface in search of the subtext 
that lurks just beneath, and that's certain- 
ly the case here. 


UNTRACEABLE 

DIRECTED BY GREGORY HOBLIT 

WRITTEN BY ROBERT FYVOLENT, MARK BRINKER, 
ALLISON BURNETT 

STARRING DIANE LANE BILLY BURKE, COLIN HANKS 
* 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

While keeping vampire hours for the feds’ 
cyber-crime division, Portland, Oregon sin- 
gle mom Jennifer Marsh (Diane Lane) dis- 
covers killwithme.com, a locally authored 
site rigged up in such as way that as view- 
ership increases so does the rate at which 
a captive, onscreen victim's torture hurries 
him toward miserable death. The first vic- 
tim’s just a kitty, but Jennifer, unlike her 
dismissive superiors, smartly deduces that 
this is only the beginning. 

Next in line is a hockey dad being 
slowly dosed with anti-coagulant, soon to 
be followed by a handsome broadcaster, 
hands and feet locked in cement, trapped 
under heat lamps that cook him alive as 
worldwide death porn junkies turn up the 
heat. Who will be next? And for the love 
of god why does the scumbag do it? And 
hey, look at those numbers logging on to 
witness the torment—doesn't that mean 
we're all somehow accountable? 

Director Gregory Hoblit, who most 
recently helmed Fracture, has a soft spot 
for one of the most tiresome Hollywood 
tropes: the murderous genius. With 
Untraceable, Hoblit’s trio of scribes sup- 
ply him with an evil mastermind that, while 
only 20 and afflicted with what would 
seem considerable emotional retardation, 
is clearly a prodigy of chemistry, communi- 
cations, structural engineering and even 
carpentry. Instead of feeding YouTube with 
sleaze, this kid should be working for the 


34 


uy 


KY 


JAN 31 - FEB 6, 2008 


space program. Jennifer meanwhile | 
marked as our hero because, despite ,, 
interweb expertise, her whole life is dor, 


* edly anti-tech: her butch live-in mom's jn, 


extreme gardening, her little girl just wan, 
to ride her bike and Jennifer's choice fo, 
kiddie birthday party is a roller rink co, 
plete with live organ music. 

Especially once we get past the m\, 
point hump, Untraceable just gets Stupid 
er and stupider, right up until the say 
risible final shot that reads like an ad {o, 
the long arm of the FBI (don’t even thin, 
about pirating this movie). Yet it shou, 
be said that, its failures in cinematic si, 
rytelling aside, the film is an interesting 
barometer of the times, an age whe, 
technology has made morbid voyeu;;s, 
completely anonymous, comfortable ang 
safe, facilitating our ability to participat. 
in the suffering of others by rendering jy 
utterly abstract. It also indirectly—okay 
clumsily—questions the varying degree 
to which we tacitly participate in sutf 
ing and torture, ie: voting for an admin 
tration that contrives wars that, perhaps 
inevitably, lead to torture. 

Undoubtedly, Untraceable’s problems 
lie not in any lack of meaty themes to 
play with. Yet the horror of torture by 
anonymous remote control has already 
been mined far more elegantly and con 
frontationally in Olivier Assayas's woefu|- 
ly underrated 2002 film demonlover. And 
it's a shame then that, thanks to sheer 
advertising dollars, more people will have 
seen Untraceable in its opening weekend 
than probably saw demonlover during it: 
entire theatrical run. w 


ALSO OPENING THIS WEEK 
ARTE PRETA: BLACK FILM & ART ‘i 


presents a celebration of Black film 
including works by Charles Burnett, Dana 
Inkster and Jennifer Sharp. Read Jose 
Braun's review of My Brother's Wedding 
on page 29. 


THE EYE Jessica Alba stars as a blind 
woman given sight, only to have that ruined 
by the fact she keeps seeing scary stuff 
Read Vue Weekly's review next week 


METRIC: LIVE AT METROPOLIS Winnipeg 
experimental filmmaker Deco Dawson 
films the Canadian electro-rockers at the 
Metropolis in Montréal. Read Ede 
Munro's review on page 46. 


STRANGE WILDERNESS An attempt to 
film a nature documentary goes horribly 
possibly hilariously wrong. Read ! 
Weekly's review next week. 


VALLEY OF THE DOLLS The Edmonton 
Film Society kicks off its Guilty Pleasure: 
Winter program with Mark Robson's 19’ 
Femsploitation flick. Read David Ber'y 
review on page 30. 


LOCAL 424 


EDMONTON 461-9086 
WWW.IBEW424.NET 


USIC 


JIM BRYSON / 38 [> Ss 
MICHELLE BOUDREU / 40 [GaGa 
NU-CONTRAST / 41 


Christy Dean 


Past and present collide Upon St Lawrence 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
f Ws as long as Revolver,” Bradley 

[ames states. “That quali- 

fies it as a ‘CD release.’” 

There may be only five songs on 
Team Building's debut record, but 
frontman/guitarist Amundson is right: 
clocking in at almost 35 minutes, 
Upon St Lawrence tops the Beatles’ 
classic by several seconds. 

Amundson and his bandmates are 
in no mood to diminish St Lawrence; 
the record is a hard-won prize for the 
Edmonton five-piece. 

“Eighty-five per cent of it was done 
a year ago, fairly quickly. For the last 
15 per cent, it took a year and a half,” 
Amundson sighs. 

“It took a lot longer than we 
thought,” bassist Shaun Hammer- 
meister concludes dryly. 

Not to beat a reference to death, 
5ut part of the reason St Lawrence is 
more than half a year overdue is that 
it was a long and winding road to 
Team Building’s current configuration. 
Amundson and Hammermeister (no, 
that's not a rock affectation, though 
few surnames rock harder) had made 
that initial 85 per cent with their origi- 
nal drummer, Mario Laquintana, who 
moved away shortly afterwards. 

“Two months before a show, we 
had no drummer—it was still just 
Shaun and I,” Amundson recalls. 
Clay (Shea from Choke is basically 
the reason we're around—he intro- 
duced Shaun and I, he filled in as 
drummer for us and he introduced us 
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= | TEAM BUILDING 
ee | WITHINIRONS, RAPTORS 
2 | PAWN SHOP SIO (ADVANCE), $12 (000R) 


to Jamie.” 

Jamie “Steel Curtain” Robertson took 
over the sticks, and another Shea 
recruit, Choke guitarist Jack Jaggard, 
added more sonic firepower. Amund- 
son nabbed another member, Scott 
Davidchuk, after seeing the percussion- 
ist perform with Field & Stream. 

“I saw Scott play vibes and | was 
thinking, ‘What is that weird key- 
board-y sound? We have to have 
that!’ So I asked him to play with us,” 
Amundson laughs. 


EVEN AFTER THE LINEUP solidified, 
there were obstacles to finishing the 
record. The group got some shows 
and had to bash out how to make 
songs that had been written for a trio 
sound like they fit the five of them. 

“Our original drummer was this 
jazzy player, awesome but different, 
more focused on locking everything 
up,” Hammermeister remarks. 

“We all felt we had to play more 
with three people, you know?” 
Amundson interjects. “Jamie does this 
simple, driving beat. It opens it up 
more.” 

The quintet worked to reinterpret 
the old songs for a live setting, while 
also starting to collaboratively write 
new material. As the members were 


exploring novel musical territory 
together, the not-quite-done album 
still nagged at the band. 

“The songs were two years old, and 
the skeleton was two years old, I 
guess, and we’d recorded last year” 
Amundson says. “But I really liked the 
feeling of them, and rather than start 
from scratch, we wanted to make 
sure this was finished. | think there 
was the desire to release something, 
too. But once we'd been playing as a 
five-piece, at that point Shaun and I 
thought it would sound disjointed if 
we just added on to what we had.” 

The band re-recorded several parts 
to give the album a more coherent 
feeling, one that also represented the 
direction this configuration of Team 
Building has embarked on together. 

In the end, St Lawrence has a dis- 
tinctive aural character, moody and 
churning, given to walls of jagged 
sound and more spacious gaps that 
resolve into intricate textural arrange- 
ments. Amundson’s vocals share the 
same audio plane as the instruments, 
his impressionistic lyrics woven into 
the music that supports them. 

“| didn’t want it to sound ‘singer- 
songwriter,” Amundson explains. “I 
wanted a washier wall of sound 
rather than crisp, dry production. I 
like to leave lots of room for the 
music—knowing when not to play, 
like when to leave room for the vibra- 
phone or Jack’s guitar parts. Nothing’s 
more annoying than no room for 
music in music.” ¥ 
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FEBRUARY 24 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 


WITH SPECIAL GUEST HAV IGE ts 


WITH KILL THE LIGHTS & 40 THEIVES 


ECE VIDEO GAMES LIVE 


WORLD PREMIERE OF MASS EFFECT 


WITH SYMPHONY & CHORAL SUPPORT +» PRESENTED BY FUTURESHOP 


AFTER PARTY AT THE STARLITE ROOM WITH 


FAUNTS WESTFALIALD/GENERIG 
EE JOSHRITTER 


WITH SPECIAL GUEST ES WEIVE EY NEE 


EQUEED CRYSTAL GASTLES 


LAST GANG ARTISTS WITH SPECIAL GUEST EX ESA Tr 


LO THE WAYBACKS 


MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
COMPASS RECORDING ARTISTS FROM SAN FRANCISCO... GUESTS 


AWD EXES EVA EDS (487s 8 CRAPTS) + PETER ELEAS 


ECUEED BLACK MOUNTAIN 


PLUS ILA EW EE AWW Had AND NORDIC NOMADIC 


LIZ CRIMSKUNK 


WITH SPECISL GUEST EE RVOREN NOSE 


EXUEE® MATT & JILLBARBER 
EEE® DANNY MICHEL 


fy 


muieLiveicom MYSPACE.COM/JCLCONCERT 
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10551- 32 Avenue (Upstairs! -432-0214 


END EVERY NIGHT AT THE 
PAWN SHOF’! 


NO COVER & OP MCHBALLE AFTER 1AM 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 1 


DOORS AT 8PM ° $2 DRINK SPECIALS TIL 10:30 


TEAM Bx tN 


CD RELEASE PARTY 
IN IRONS & RAPTORS 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 2 


DOORS AT 9PM ° $2 DRINK SPECIALS TIL 10:30 


LOS CREMATOR 


CD RELEASE PARTY 
THEE THEMS & THE WICKED AWESOMES 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 8 


DOORS 9PM * NO COVER & $2 DRINK SPECIALS TIL 10 


MAPPING THE ESCAPE 


ALONG WAY HOME & SINK THIS CITY 


DOORS 9PM « $2 DRINK SPECIALS TIL 10 


WEDNESDAY NiGHT HEROES 


wus E-TOWN BEATDOWN sus 
POSEUR DISPOSER & THRASHTIC FIBROSIS 


FRIDAY FEBRAURY 15 


DOORS 8:30PM ° $2 DRINK SPECIALS TIL 10 


KILL THE LIGHTS & 40 THIEVES 


SATURDAY FEBRAURY 16 


DOORS 8PM + $2 DRINK SPECIALS TIL 9:30 
CBC LIVE RECORDING!! 


TANYSS NIXAI 
THE WHEAT POOL & JETS TO THEORY 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


UCYOUR FREE LISTINGS T0 426.7889 
OR E-MAIL GLENYS AT 


| 


DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL The 
Streels 

BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage: 
Spm 

CAFE LEVA Every Thursday: Travis 
Boa plays mellow gold; 79:30pm 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 


Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude 
6-10pm 


DAUID Guitar heroes 

DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band; 9pm 

FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria; 8pm 
HULBERT'S PUB Kevin Smith: 8pm 
THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 


Pianos, no cover; 8pm 
JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11 pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage with the Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 
SULIAN'S Graham Lawrence {jaz 
plano}; Spm 


NEW CITY The Dirtbags. Intensives, 
The Pervs, The Skam, Juggernaut; 
fo minors; 8:30pm {door}, $& 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


O'BYRNE'S Soul Beat Revival 


STARLITE ROOM Silverstein, 
Protest the Hero, Ill Scarlett, Devil 
Wears Prada; all ages event; 7pm 
(door); $22.50 at Unionevents.com, 
TicketMaster, Megatunes, Blackbyrd 
and FS (WEM) 

URBAN LOUNGE Jay Holterus 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Silverstein—The Official After Party: 
with DJ sets by Rob 
Dyer—Skate4Cancer, Sway (Ill 
Scarlett), Arif (Protest the Hero), 
Billy (Silverstein), Rody Walker; 
acoustic set (Protest the Hero); MC 
Videka and his Jagerettes; no 
minors; 11pm; no cover 


WILD WEST Hey Romeo 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Thursday Nights: Electro Education: 
dub, trip hop, lounge, electro with 
DJ Lazer Beam. 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, Du 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ S.WA.G. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew InVinceable and Touch 


It Elephant Man CD release bash- 
ment 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho; with Allout 
DJs OJ Degree, Junior Brown 
KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm. 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 
NEW CITY | Love ‘80s Thursdays; 
no minors; 3pm (door); no cover 


NEW CITY Skinny Jay's Porn Bingo; 
no minors; 10pm; no cover 

ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm 
Salsa DJ to follow 

OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and danoe with 
DJ Mikee; Spm-Zam; no cover 
PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
It Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun with Pl residents 


FAL 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Chuck 
Rose 


AXIS CAFE Friday Live Music 
Nights: Rik Leat 

CENTURY CASINO Chad and 
Jeremy; $29.95-$39.95 at 
TicketMaster, Century Casino, 643- 
3000 

EDDIE SHORTS Stevie Ray A 
Whole Lotta Trouble (blues) 


FESTIVAL PLACE Bowser and Blue 
(music and comedy); 7:30pm; $28- 


PREVUE / FAI, FEB 1 (7:30 PM) / INTERNATIO! 


TEMPLE Age of Aquarius: Rhett 8's 
and The Protege’s Birthday!, Rhert 8 
 Spinzo (Calgary), The Protege, 11 
Hits, Archetype and Space Age; $10 
(ine). free mix GO) 


TOUCH OF CLASS Dwayne Cannon 
(pop/rock), 8:30pm 


TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS 
Edmonton Sings the Beatles: An 
evening with Robert Walsh and the 
Fabs with Mark Sterling, Ann Vriend, 
Alfie Zappacosta, Marie-Josee 
ouimet, Diana Stabel, Pierre 
Sabourin, Shelley Jones, group Alez 
Quest, Andrea Menard (singer/song- 
writer}; $25 at Fringe Theatre 
Adventures box office, 409-1910 


URBAN LOUNGE Bad Judgement 
WILD WEST Hey Romeo 


YARDBIRD SUITE Falf Buschmeyer 
Quartet (CD release); 8pm (door), 
Spm (show); $12 (member), $16 
{quest} 


ZENARI'S Terry Jorden (piano), 7-9 
pm 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Music at 
Convocation Hall=From Mozart to 
Martinu: Beth Levia (oboe), Jeff 
Campbell (clarinet), Matthew. 
Howatt (bassoon), 3pm, pre-concert 
introduction at 2:15pm; $20 
(adult}/$15 (senior\/$10 (student) at 
TIX on the Square, 420-1757, door 


Anarchy Adam (from CUSR’s Your 
Woekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New; clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DU Mikee; $pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Movin on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights. 
Salsa-merengue-bachata-house- 
feggeaton-urban-old school with OJ 
Spice 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLIME AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
and disco; 7pm-12midnight 
STOLUS Top 40, H&B, house with 
People’s DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
DJ Tysin 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback houss/hard with Johnny 


Dangerous. Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
7am 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Stiake a 
Fist with DU Generic, Vis-A-Vis, The 
Hues, DJ Frederick, Roland 
Pemberton Ill; no minors, Spm. 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the 


NAL WEEK CONCERT / MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE $12 


This concert should offer something for everybody, but if | hear anyone say that “World Music” is their favourite 
kind of music | will beat them with their own Birkenstocks. World Music is not a type of music, you hippies. 


$32 at Festival Place box office, 449- 
3378, TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria; 
9pm; $5 


FRESH START Live music Fridays; 
6-Spm 


HONEST MUR'S Patsy Amico and 
Brian Gregg Trio with Moses Gregg 
on bass (folk, blues); 9:30pm. 


HULBERT'S PUB Undemeath The 
Fray; 8pm; $7 (door) 


JEFFREY'S CAFE Andrea House, 
The Almost Leather Band, Le Fuzz 
(eclectic jazz, world music); $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm; no cover 


SULIAN'S Graham Lawrence (jazz 
piano); Bpm 


LB‘S COUNTRY PUB Slowbumn 
(blues/roots); 9:30pm-2;00am 


MEAD HALL Etherial (CO release), 
Vivisect, Skpsis, Disintegration; all 
ages, licensed area; 8pm (door); $10 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 
Intemational Week final gala con- 
cert: Burdon (Ukraine-based folk), 
The Honour Song Project. Swing-Out 
Edmonton, Nunta, Fiesta Cubana, 
Joe Zhao, Izuba, Marcus Fung, 
Firefly Theatre, Bharatanatyam 
Dance; 7:30pm; $10 (adv)/$12 (door) 
at U of A International Centre, SUB 
info booth 


NORWOOD LEGION Uptown Folk 
Club: Karla Anderson, Jessica Heine, 
Brian Champagne; 7:30pm (door), 
8pm (Music); $12 (adv. at Myhers 
Music, Southside Sound)/$15 (door) 
O'BYRNE'S Mourning Wood 


ON THE Bad Judgement 
with DJ Shawnibis 

PAWN SHOP Team Building (CD 
Telease party), quests, $10 (door) 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Allan Lee and 
the Blues Busters; 9pm-Tam, 


STARLITE ROOM Cooper's Cobras, 
Texas Blood Money, Stereokill; no 
minors, $10 (door) 


MUSIC 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two levels; Wooftop: DJs Ben 
Jammin’ and Bobby Torpedo heat up 
the patio 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock, disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip 
hop, house, mash up; no minors 


ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
Bpm (door) 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


GINGUR SKY Reggae: Once a 
month reggae with Massive B, 
Bomb Squad; 10pm (door); $20 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock new: 
wave, Brit pop, and 60s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! Bitch! 
Bitch! Fridays. electro, indie, alter- 
native, techno with DJs Dervish, 
Plan B, guests; no minors; 9pm: 
{door} 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
fockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 


Pony Girls, DJ Ayinder and OJ Toma; 
no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Chuck 
Rose 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: no cover acoustic every Sat 
‘aftemoon 4-Gpm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Darren 
Jotinson, Joe Nolan; $40 (dinner 
show package)/$15 (door) 


BLUES ON WHYTE Band of the 
week, 3-4pm; Open blues jam every 
Saturday afternoon hosted; 3- 
8:30pm. 

BLUES ON WHYTE 
Guitarmageddon: Jordan Cook, 
Curtis Scarrow, and Shaun Verreault; 
$8 


BONNIE DOON HALL Women In 
Music: Michelle Boudreau, Lara Yule 
Singh, Alexia Melnychuk, Penny 
Malmberg. Must Be Tuesday, and 
Jasmine Whenham: 7pm (door), 8pm 
(music); $12 (adv)/$15 (door) at 
Myhre’s Music, Blackbyrd 


CAFE LLEVA Travis Boa; 4-6pm; 
every Saturday 


COAST TO COAST PUB AND 


GRILL Jam night with Tray P Wright 


every Sat; Spm-2am 


EDDIE SHORTS Stirkrazy and 
guests; rock ‘n’ roll 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Bone Thugs in Harmony; 8pm (door); 
minors area balcony; $59.95-$39.95 
at TicketMaster, 451-8000, Alexis 
Clothing, Shadified Salons, Soular , 
Method Streetwear 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


FESTIVAL PLACE Pe; 
Bird on a Wire (pop/rock), 7:30 
$28-$32 at Festival Place box oF; 
FOUR ROOMS Marco Ciayo; 
Spm; $5 

HORIZON STAGE Genticonuir 
(Québécois folk); 7:30pm, $20 
(edult)/$15 (student/senior) ar 
Horizon Stage box office, 962.9 
HULBERT'S PUB The Hawai 
Dreamers; 7pm; $15 (adv\/$20 
IRON BOAR PUB-WETASiC iy, 
Dead Man's Dog (folk rock) 

THE IVORY CLUB Live «i, 


pianos, no cover, Spm 


Ba 


Spm-2am 


JEFFREY'S CAFE Ahonda \ 
(jaz), $10 


JEXYLL AND HYDE Hoadw 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm; no cave 
SULIAN'S Dennis Begoray (27 
piano); 8pm. 


LB'S COUNTRY PUB 
{blues/roots); 9:30pm-2 
MEAD HALL Tixeco Slack, |r 
Attic, Forsake the Victim, Nort 
Noise, Stallord; all ages. {i 
srea; 8pm (door); $10 
MURRIETA'S BAR AND GRILL 
Terry Jorden (piano); 8-10 pr: 


ON THE ROCKS Bad J) 
with DJ Crazy Dave 


PAWN SHOP The Cremax 
release party) 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
Northern Lights Folk Club: Al Sr 
Cori Brewster, $1 
Square 420-1757, Acoustic Mi 
433-3545, Myhire’s Music 
half-price at the door for child & 
/free (child under 6) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 
THEATRE Northern Bluegra 
Music Society: The Breakm: 
7,30pm (door), 8pm (show); $18 
(member)/$20 (non-memt 
(child 12 and under; ticket 
the Square, Acoustic Mu: 
Myhre’s Music, Southside Sound 


STARLITE ROOM Tele, Nee 
Vinyl, Vox Humana; no minors; Spr 
$10 (door) 


TAPHOUSE Saturday Moose! 
Jam; 3-7pm every Sat 


TOUCH OF CLASS Dwayne Ca 
(pop/rock); 8:30pm 


TREEHOUSE Sketchy Saturday 
Blind Tiger, Tiger and Belgiu' 
Sheri Barclay; 8:30pm (door), 
(show); $10 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Bad Judge 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Te 
Captain, Aurora, Electricty 4 
Everyone; no minors; 8pm: $10 
(door) 


WILD WEST Hey Romeo 


YARDBIRD SUITE Darren 
Sigesmund Quintet; 8pm (door), 9pm 
(show), $14 (member//$18 (quest) _ 


CLASSICAL 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Edn 
Opera: William S. Gilbert and 
Arthur Sullivan's H.M.S. Pina/or 
sung in English with English supe" 
tes; 70pm; 427-2760 


KONOX-METROPOLITAN UNITED 
CHURCH Upbeat: | Coristi Chamn' 
Choir, EKOS; 8pm; $18 {adult)/1$20 
(doorl/$12 (student/senior, $15 2! 
the door), at TIX on the Square 


ROBERTSON WESLEY UNITED 
CHURCH The Sopranos! Song 
Recital: Judith Richardson ane 
Kathleen Coreoran, Robin Phillip 
{piano}; 8pm; $20 (door), phone 4% 
2428 ~ 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Tap 40 with DJ 
Soundwave 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE DJs © 
two levels alt rock/alectro/trash 
Main Floor: The Menace Sessions 
alt. rock, electro, trash with Miss 
Mannered 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men 00" 
free pool and tourney, DJ 


O For These Who Know: house 
Sat with Blair Junior 
jane with Sal Dimato and 
Thompson 
EL 2 LOUNGE Sime Saturday. 
i) Groovy Cuvy and guests 
pW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE © 
sturdays real alternative, classics, 
with DJ Naz Nomad; no cover 
EW CITY SUBURBS Saturday 
eis: ehotro, industrial, alt and 
electro, rock with DJs Nik 
Aofexiya and Blue Jay (Mod Club); 


Suggestive 
breaks electro house with Pl resi- 
D STAR Saturdays indie rock, hip 
7 alectro with DJ Hot Philly 
guests 


ENDEZVO 


Survival metal night 


0 ORLD ROLLERSKAT- 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline and 
+ Skating Disco: Top 40 request 
wih a mix of retra and diseo; 1-5pm 
d Tpmn12 midnight 
DL'S ON WHYTE Top 40, A&B, 
house with People’s DJ 
‘Oh Snap! Electrified 
Dubwise danearock booty bass 
ved-up party nddims every 
wurday with Dus Spm (door); Dave 
Degree, All Out Djs, Cobra 
nmander; $10 (door) 


Featured DJ end 


ea! bends 
AFTERHOURS Release Saturdays 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


CHAIR CAFE Suitz Tweet 
OWN AND ANCHOR PUB 


WHERE THEY ARE 


VENUE 


Sunday jam; 7pm 

DUSTER'S PUB Sunday open stage 
hosted by the Mary Thomas Band 
EDDIE SHORTS Every Sunday open 
stage with Rob Taylor, 4-8pm. 
HULBERT'S PUB Sunday Night mic 
hosted by Rhea March; 7pm 


JAMMERS PUB Sunday open 
blues jam; 4-8pm, 


NEWCASTLE PUB Live Sunday jam 
hosted by Wily and Dave; 2:30pm 
NEW CITY Wednesday Night 
Heroes 

O’BYANE'S Sunday night open 
stage with Joe Bird 


ON THE ROCKS Souljah Fyah 
Sundays with DJ Dudeman 


OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chns Wynters of Captain 
Tractor, 8-11pm 


OVERDRIVE Anything Goes: 
acoustic jam every Sunday afternoon 
with the Shufflehound; 1:30-5pm 
ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage 
featuring the Digs/Mike McDonald 
alternate weeks; 9-12 


ROYAL COACH DINING ROOM 


Petro Polujin (classical guitar); 5pm 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
Jameoki and DJ Tim 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Afternoons with Phil every Sunday; 
27pm; Main Floor. Got To Give It 
Up: funk, soul, Motown, and disco 
with OJ Red Dawn 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 10pm- 
2:30am; quest DJs inquire at 
kelly@michetti.com 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip 
hop. house, mash up 


‘OVERTIME BROILER Sunday 
Industey Night Requests with DJ Bo. 


URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays with DJs InVinceable and 
Macca 


URBAN LOUNGE Sunday Night 
Live: hosted by BA Choclit Elviz, DJ 
‘Sweetz Spm; the best of Urban’s live 
entertainment 10pm 


WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ 
Gallatea and XS, quests; no cover 


eis 


i eh aki of speaking, Gilbert and Sullivan Opera HMS Pinafore. 

tbe joining the company, they did manage to round up local play- 
Consultant for the show. Edmonton Opera also saw fit to include one 
fam, in the cast, playing the role of Sir Joseph Porter, the Lord of the 


Captain's daughter, is being forced to marry, despite 


posed to b 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Said the 
Whale, Maurice 


IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays: 
music and comedy; 8pm 


LB'S PUB Open Stage with Shaved 
Posse hosted by Ken, Fred, Gordie 
and Matt; 9-12:30 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old 
time fiddle jam hosted by the Wild 
Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Music at 
Noon: Student recitai series featur- 
ing students from the department of 


DIS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service Industry Night: no 
minors; 9pm-2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Eclectic Nonsense with 
Confederacy of Dunces, Dad Rock, 
TJ Hookah and Rear Admiral 
Saunders 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro Latest and greatest in 
House, Progressive and Trip-Hop; 
12am-2:30am; interested quest DJs 
inquire at kelly@michetti.com; 
karaoke with Tizzy, amateur strip 
contest, Spm-1Zam_ 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: With DJ S.WA.G. 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Munch on Metal Mondays: 80s 
metal with DJ Sammi Kerr, no 
minors; no cover 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


mplicated—this is an o 


peretta, after 


Collective Soul; 8am 


LEGENDS PUB Tuesday open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 


O'BYANE'S Tuesday night Celtic 
jam with Shannon Johnson 


/ CONDUCTED 
The Edmonton 


the fact she loves Ralph, 
all). How does it all get 


sented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society avery 
Wednesday evening 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic 
{acoustic} every Wed; (last Wed 
each month spoken word) 


TRPHOUSE Tuesday Moosehead | YRBAN LOUNGE Red Ram. UTask 

YARDBIRD SUITE Jam Session; WILD WEST Kory Wios 

cc, aaa CLASSICAL 
CLASSICAL McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Edmonton 
Opera: William S. Gilbert and Sir 
Arthur Sullivan's H.M.S: Pinafore, 
sung in English with English superti 
tles; 7:30pm; 427-2760 


DJS 


BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser; Spm. 

ESMERALDA’'S Top 40, country 
R&B with DJ Foreplay, OJ Jimmy 
FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 


Latin and Salsa music, dance les- 
sons 8-10pm 


GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays 
Reggae music with Bomb Squad, 
.B., Chrome Nine; no cover 


RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 
Indie Rock, Hip Hop. Electro with DJ 
Hot Philly 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
and disco; 7pm-12 midnight 


WUNDERBAR Sweet Brit and Punk 
with Phillip and Bogner 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jon Brooks 


EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday open 
stage with Chris the girl 


HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Kenny 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 
O'BYRNE'S F & M 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- 


Music Wednesdays at Noon: Café 
Musique (flute, cello. piano; 12°10- 
12:50pm; free; 468-4964 for into 


BERNARD SNELL AUDITORIUM 
Hear's To Your Health: Nai-Yuan Hu 
(violin), Jacques Després (piano); 


DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smoov 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 
Wednesday Nights: with DJ Harley 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays, Best Rides 
Worst Wrecks. ~ roots music with 
Du Buster Friendly every 
Wednesday; no cover; live music 
once a month; Wooftop: RetroActive 
Radio; Altemative ‘80s and “90s, 
post punk, new wave, garage, Brit, 
mod, rock ‘n’ roll with LL Cool Joe 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ 
Seroxy Sean 


FLUID LOUNGE Wernesdays Rock 
This 


THE FOX Wind-up Wednesdays 
R&B, hiphop, reggae, old skool, reg- 
gaeton with InVinceable, Touch It 
weekly guest DJs 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B with 
DJ Spincycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Rock 
Out With Your Box Out Wednesday 
Night: no minors; no cover 

NIKKI DIAMOND'S Punk and ‘80s 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Guest OJs every 
Wednesday 

STOLLU'S Beatparty Wednesdays: 
House, progressive and electronica 
with Rudy Electro, DU Rystar, Space 
Age and weekly quests; 9pm-2am; 
www. beatparty.net 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Wild 
Style Wednesdays-Hip-Hop: Unkle 
Sam; 9pm; no minors; $5 (door) 


WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
new DJ; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wednesday 


* ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 * AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 990-0031 * BACK- 


Argyll Rd, 463-946; 
643-4000 « CHRISTOPHER 


DRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324/A-82 Ave, upstaifs, 436-4418 * THE 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 432-0814» BERNARD 
SNELL AUDITORIUM Walter Mackenzie Health Sciences Centre, 112 St’entrance * BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * 
BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 « 
BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-3981 * BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423- 
5014 « BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CASINO EDMONTON 7055 
7 « CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 424-9467 » CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 
"S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, aa ce See Ra ey FUB 
RILL 5552 Calgary Trail, 489-8675 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University jerta, a 
Chats CROWN "AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rad, 113 St, 472-7696 * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 


GUIDE 


4 928 » DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 * EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 453-3663 + EDMON- 
TON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase III, 489-SHOW * EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 
486-9494 « FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 449-3378 « FIDDLER’S ROOST 
8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 * FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 10025-105 Ste 
FLUID LOUNGE 10888 Jasper Ave, 429-0700 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FOX 
10125-109 St, 990-0680 « FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 433-9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 
10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 * GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488-4841 * GINGUR SKY 1505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953- 


3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO * HONEST MUR'S 8937-82 Ave « HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 452-1168 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, 436-1161 * 


9640 142 


2ng Fl, 447-4495 * McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 


* ONTHE 


480-1122 « 


CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 451-8779 * J AND R BARAND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 JEFFREYS CAFE 


for the Arts, 
St, 451-8890 « JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave * JET NIGHTCLUB 9221-34 Ave, 466-6552 * JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE MacEwan Centre 

10945-156 St * JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433-6768 * KNOX-METROPOLITAN ‘ 
UNITED CHURCH 8307-109 St « LB'S COUNTRY PUB 23 Akins Drive, St. Albert * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 


40025-101 St * MEAD HALL 10940-1664 St, 435-3130 * NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY 


38-4578 * NIKKI eway : 766 
4 . MOND’S 8130 Gateway Blvd « NORWOOD LEGION Uptown Folk Club, 11150-82 St * O’BYRNE'S 10616-82 Avo, 414-6 
exe Aa Sane Ave, re * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 439-9485 » OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 1030411 H St 423-1643 . 
SOUTH Whitemud Crossing, 4211-106 St. 485-1717 » PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Ave, Upstairs, 432-0814 + PLANET INDIGO-NASPER sor 
Jasper Ave » PLANET INDIGO-ST, ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert * PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 * QUEEN ALEXA\ a 
HALL 10425 University Ave» RAMADA 11834 Kingsway Ave, 454-5454 « RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 « RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-St. Albert Trail, 


WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 102 Ave, 123 St * ROUGE LOUNGE 117 St, Jasper Ave, 482-5152 * ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE 


12845-102 Ave * SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 * STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 


St 
St 428-1099 « 
452-7770» 


STEEPS’ JUNG! ; re PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420- 
llege Plaza, 1116-82 Ave « STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2293 « STONEHOUSE 
wise ef ae * TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 * TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 


ARTS BARNS 10330-84 Ave * TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 St * URBAN FRAT 10220-103 St * URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 


01 St, 436-5586 
337-7699 « 1030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 « WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 St, 476-3388 * WUNDERBAR 6120-101 St, 

a V AFTERHOURS eee et eee aa eR aa eao conn * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0428 * YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Camagie Dr, St 
Albert, 459-0295 * ZENARI'S 1010-101 St 


MUSIC 


‘WWw.urbanlounge.net 
a 


OO 


“ JAY 


HOLTERUS 


JUDGEMENT 


FEBG rep ORAM 


“FRI SAT 
FEB 
1i&2 


FEB 6 


WiTH UTASK 


FRIGSAT 
FEB 
8&9 


COMING UP 
WEDFEB 13 


THUFEBIA 
FRIGSAT FEB 15 & 16 


DREAMS OF TREASON 
& LOOKING EAST 


LUC RIOPEL 


EXIT 303 
LAKER BAND 


WED FEB 20 

& ANDREW PAUL TRIO 
THUFEB2I NICOLA DEVINE 
FRISSATFEB22&23 OCTANE 


10544-82 AVE. PH:437-7699 
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LAER OF XE vee 


dors 830 5 BANDS - 5 BUCKS 


doors 8%30 
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Go-with-the-flow attitude makes 
Bryson a popular guy to tour with 


ALYSSA NOEL / alyssa@vueweekly.com 

im Bryson must tell really great 

stories. Or perhaps he foots the bill 

at restaurants. Or maybe he 
always has gum. For one reason or 
another, musicians from wildly vary- 
ing genres across the country want 
him on their tour bus. 

He spent most of his time on the 
road this year with Ottawa songstress 
Kathleen Edwards. In between, he 
chose to tour with Winnipeg indie folk 
darlings the Weakerthans over tra- 
versing the US with the Tragically Hip. 

“ feel really lucky I get to play with 
people like Kathleen and the Weak- 
erthans. Some people ask me, ‘Would- 
n’t you rather be playing your own 
music?’ | think doing all the things I get 
to do I get a unique experience with it. I 
get a break from my own skin: I don’t 
have to worry about if the show loses 
money. I get to show up and play.” 

That might be true, but at the same 
time it means fans of his excellent new 
album Where the Bungalows Roam bet- 
ter catch him while they can. Bryson is 
currently touring the country in sup- 
port of his second solo album. 

“For me I really wanted to go play 
shows before I joined Kathleen’s band 
in March,” the Ottawa folk-rocker 
says, explaining his icy jaunt across 


wee | THU FEB 7 (8PM) 


— 

= | JIM BRYSON 
Fe | WITH SHUYLER JANSEN 
| BIUECHAIR CAFE $6 


Canada. “I won't be playing a lot for 
the rest of the year.” 

The record, released last March, 
was Bryson’s first in nearly four years. 
It's painted with the same melan- 
cholic wisps that characterized 2003's 
Northside Benches, but it’s lighter in 
theme, thanks to his newfound 
approach to music, 

“To me, it's quite a contrast, as far 
as the energy of the record,” he says. 
“It was more fun to make. The tone of 
the songs isn’t as dark. There’s more 
hope abound on the record. Northside 
was darker for sure. The biggest 
switch is the attitude towards music | 
have. I’m having more fun than I’ve 
ever had playing music. I have a more 
laidback approach to playing.” 


THAT GO-WITH-THE-FLOW attitude 


was necessary to the making of this 
album. Bryson went into the studio to 
record songs one at a time as the 
inspiration came. He never really 
thought about compiling them into a 
record until he realized he had about 


seven solid songs. The music itse| 
was written in short spurts di 
breaks from touring with Edwards 

“It wasn’t until we started goi 
[into the studio} that | said, ‘Hey 
maybe this will be a record," he 
remembers. 

Rather than coming out on the 
Orange Label (distributed by Uni 
versal) like Northside, Kelp Records 
a tiny, but respected Ottawa !abe! 
released Bungalows. Bryson !s 
friends with the label's owner an 
the move has solidified his sense of 
community. 

“ wanted to have a record out,” he 
says. “I didn’t feel there was anyone 
banging on my door to put it out. | jus! 
ended up putting it out with [Kelp] and 
Saved by Radio put it out on vinyl. It 
was more of a family affair.” 

So maybe it’s not the gum. Perhaps 
Bryson’s newfound ability to roll with 
the punches, coupled with his humble 
and warm demeanor, is what makes 
him a hot commodity. 

“| feel pretty good about everything 
he concludes. “2007 was a really 1 
year with lots of little victories. Beis 
on a small label and it being abou! 
friends and things like that is fun. ‘°! 
do things on a smaller scale, but 
more rewarding as well.” v 
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EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
is coming Apr 25 - 27, local 
singer-songwriter Michelle 
Boudreau will be taking part in 
the 2008 edition of the Women Gather- 
ing Event: a Celebration of Women at 
Bonnie Doon Hall. First, though, 
Boudreau will be performing at 
Women in Music, an event that throws 
the spotlight onto some of Edmonton’s 
local female musicians in advance of 

the Women Gathering Event. 

“It's sort of a fundraiser,” Boudreau 
explains cheerfully over the phone. 
“But it’s also to get information out 
there to people who would be inter- 
ested in going to the Women Gather- 
ing event.” 

Boudreau is quick to point out that 
both of these events are not exclu- 
sively for women—they’re simply 
about celebrating the women in 
everyone's life. 

“Music is universal,” she states. “It’s 
not just a women’s world to play 
music, it’s very universal, but I find 
that in respect to that a lot of women 
can play music together and feel very 
connected. 

“] think it’s important to celebrate 
music no matter what genre,” she con- 
tinues, adding, “Whether it’s a man ora 
woman or a child, whatever, because 
like I said, music is just universal and it 
can be spoken in any language. | think 
it’s important that we do celebrate 
women anyway ... whether it be music 
or whether it be writing poetry.” 
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STILL, FOR BOUDREAU there have 


always been a few females in music 
that made a real impression on her. 
“Absolutely,” she says quickly. 
"There are the basics like Ella Fitzger- 
ald that really inspired me—and Nina 
Simone—beautiful writers and singers 
there. I really like Emmylou Harris.” 
There are some musicians who try 
not to make a distinction based on 
the sex of a performer, but Boudreau 
doesn’t mind doing so at times, 
admitting that while she has often lis- 
tened to music without any sort of 
bias, the truth is that growing up she 


Presents: 


UPTON 


°C tae 


KARLA 
ANDERSON 


11150 - 82 St. Edmonton 


Doors @ 7:30pm 
Show @ 8:00 pm 


found inspiration in some of those 
female performers. 

“For sure it can all be just music ig 
me, but growing up listening to some 
one like Ani DiFranco, or listening jg 
somebody like Ella Fitzgerald just siry: 
her stuff even though she had oon, 
through so many diverse challenges jp 
her life, is extremely inspiring, 
Boudreau says. “Especially when you're 
an adolescent who's just learning to be 
a musician and you pick up from Whal 
these musicians have to offer and leary 
from them. I think that it’s important to 
listen to those women. 

“That's what music does to you, 
she continues. “It not only inspires us 
but it shapes our community an 
shapes our being as people. Even r 
gion is based around hymns and ba 
around music and we follow that as 2 
practice as well, so whether it be reli- 
gion or just your Joe-blow folk singer, 
we're all inspired by something.” v 
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putting the cart before 
works out just fine. 
ight make for a slow 
the horse begins running, 
sup behind it anyway. _ 
| how it seems to have 
for Red Deer hip-hop duo 
. Sure Brett Webster and 
pad have been hard at it for a 
.dful of years now, and sure 
ve developed a bit of a follow- 
eyen still, it’s unusual for any 
up to land high-profile gigs before 
en releases a full-fledged album. 
n days before delivering Undeni- 
_ Nu-Contrast opened for New 
k rapper Fabolous, and now, with 
s album in hand, the pair are set to 
n for Bone Thugs N Harmony (Feb 
and Mos Def (Feb 16). Not that 
her of them are complaining. 
1's kind of ironic in a good way, 
, the way that the album’s come 
and we have three big shows 
thin a month of the album coming 
" Webster says, his voice raw from 
Contrast’s CD Release party in Red 
the night before. “I met Harman 
from the Bounce about a year ago 
en he was Djing in Red Deer, and, 
|, | was really persistent. | kept 
ailing him and asking him if there 
is any opportunities and finally he 
saw that I had the drive to stay 
sistent with him, anyways, and he 
ded to give us a chance. 


—) SAT, FEB 2(8 PM) 

=| NU-CONTRAST 

cee | WITH BONETHUGS N HARMONY 

| EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE $36.70 -$41.95 


“So far it's gone really well and he 
kept giving us the opportunity, so it’s 
working out really great.” 


BOTH WEBSTER AND REID grew up in 
Ponoka, meeting while both worked 
at a grocery store. Both were experi- 
menting with hip hop separately, but 
it wasn’t long before they joined 
forces out of mutual respect for each 
other and the music. 

“One of the reasons that | love hip 


ofs 


hop is it allows me to be so creative— 
you can talk about anything and as 
long as you do it in the right way and 
make it sound good, it still works. It’s 
like anyone from anywhere in the 
world can really do it,” Webster 
explains. “Even just on our one album, 
I bet you we touched on at least 10 dif- 
ferent subjects. You never have to hold 
back on what you're talking about, as 
long as you can do it right and you can 
feel the creativity in it.” 

Creativity aside, it was a long haul 
to get the album together and out, as 
the pair squeezed album work in 
between each of their full-time jobs. 

“You never realize how many little 
things go into actually getting an 


album out and making it look right 
and making it sound right and getting 
the promotion for it and distribution,” 
Webster admits. “The reason our 
album took so long to come out is 
because we learned mostly everything 
by ourselves. We found all of our dis- 
tribution by ourselves, made every- 
thing by ourselves. 

“So now, hopefully in the hip-hop 
scene—and there are a lot more 
albums coming out from the local peo- 
ple—hopefully we can group together 
and help some of the more upcoming 
artists and help each other.” 

That sounds like putting a bunch of 
horses before the cart—and a 
smoother beginning. v 
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A new hope during a trying time 
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There was a palpable sense of excitement 
preceding Saturday night's We Are Wolves 
show at the Pawn Shop. Strangely enough, 
it wasn't merely for the frenetic French- 
Canadian headliners or the much-hyped 
opening act (Jane Vain & the Dark Matter). 
The show was an easy sell-out because 
the city is experiencing a period of great 
depression in the world of live music. 
We've had more fruitful times with more 
frequently producing promoters but it 
seems that somehow we appreciate it 
now more than ever. 

Don't get me wrong: the show itself was 
great. Jane Vain is a very strong live band 
and has great sense of melody. The group 
has an extremely original sound coming out 
of Calgary, a mellifluous funeral dirge with 
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accordion, keyboard and great chemistry 
for a band with an admittedly month-old 
thythm section. The members of We Are 
Wolves came out with cardboard skull 
avatars strapped to their heads and a 
punchy, unintelligible sound best described 
as Iggy Pop meets Suicide. The typically 
prickly Edmonton crowd was more willing 
to dance than I'd ever seen, likely because 
of the recent absence of anywhere to do it. 
| sensed that they probably liked what the 
show represented—something fun to 
do—more than the show itself. 

With the recent fire at the Black Dog and 
the overwhelming feeling that bars are more 
important than venues, the Pawn Shop has 
been a welcome alternative to the down- 
town operations. The place has some 
strange “big club” practices (scanning |Ds, 
mandatory coat check, aggressive doormen), 
but it represents something more positive 
than the coke-ish vibe that presided over the 
same space a few years ago. 


WHILE ONE CAN'T EXPECT your 


favourite band to drive to your city in - 


40 conditions, it’s nice to have 
thing positive to look forward to 
you cant even look five feet aheag , 
yourself. That's the crux of what 
talking about. Edmonton, musically ,. 
city that represents lowered expec; 
tions from years of fluctuating proxy 
tion levels for live music. The big more 
shows will always be around and so w 
the washed-up acts that want to py 
the wool over your eyes, carnival-sty) 
But we will always be most excited ( 
the mid-level artists that bust the 
asses to come here, and the mid-size 
venues that keep the machine in or 

Our natural weather has presente 
problems for touring musicians in th 
winter, and sometimes even in the fa) 
but it appears that we might be expe; 
encing a renaissance soon. Some gre; 
shows have been announced (Ero! Alka 
Diplo, Black Mountain / Ladyhawk) ar 
the festival season always lends itself: 
travel. | guess shows like this are nece 
sary in the effort to keep hope alive du 
ing lean times. w 
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gLV WIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
- |though he'd been in a few 
bands before he branched out 
~ Lon his own, it took Rob Ross— 
> man behind local musical outfit 
ora—five years of electronic 
godling before he felt comfortable 
king the stage. 
»There’s so many talented musi- 
that are hiding out in their base- 
ents—especially in electronic 
nusic—because it’s so easy,” Ross 
ays. “It's just you, some synthesizer, 
computer, maybe guitar, and it’s so 
basy to just hang out in your base- 
ent, just block out the light and 
ake some really cool tunes that 
feally—if it wasn’t for MySpace—no 
me would really hear. 
"So making that transition to play- 
g live, for me, was really, really 
fough,” he continues. “And trying to 
find a way to present my music, that 
wasn't me sitting behind a laptop, 
as also really difficult. I was really, 
eally pushing myself to make it a 
jynamic presentation.” 
The opportunity for that kind of 
how came in the form of a multi- 
edia show in Portland, Oregon a 
touple of years ago. There, the work 
f several electronic artists was 
paired with arty projections, adding a 
isual element to his ethereal music. 
While he hasn't done anything sim- 
lar since, Ross’ upcoming show will 
ature projections by local artist kellY 
bleN. And he’s learned a thing or 
yo since he recorded his EP We All 
se and taken his show on the road. 
“With my EP, it was more ... almost 
fish,” Ross explains. “I was think- 
ig, you know, I’m going to make 


ra Expands 
syond its borders 
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something that I think sounds good. 
And I think that’s important to have 
that selfishness because I mean 
you're your hardest critic. So that ele- 
ment is important. 

“But now with playing live, | really 
want to be accessible, get people to 
listen to it and say, ‘I get this,’” he 
adds. “Having that connection with 
the audience I think is really impor- 
tant. So the stuff that I’m working on 
now, I’m just keeping that in mind. It’s 
not like I want to necessarily, you 
know, make a radio-friendly tune and 
get played on the radio, it's more con- 
necting with people.” 


FLORA'S MUSIC IS both unassuming 


and dynamic as Ross plays with all 
manner of sound. When he began 
experimenting with the electronic 
side of things, he delved into some- 
thing more deconstructionist, 
recording the death throes of synths 
that he dismembered. Eventually, 
however, melodies pushed them- 
selves out like daisies emerging 
from hard-packed soil and he added 
a computer, guitar and more synths 
to his arsenal. 

The result is a sound that is deceiv- 
ingly simple, but its multiple layers 
show a kind of confidence that only 
comes with years of quiet experi- 
menting before making its entrance 
into a world with an audience. v 
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The Leaf doesn’t fall far from the Ocarina 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

ome artists like to have guitar, 
S= and drums onstage, while 

others are more at home when 
adding a tuba, three saxophones, 
some maracas and 27 other instru- 
ments. Winnipeg's Rik Leaf is defi- 
nitely the latter. 

“Do you know what an Ocarina is? 
It’s kind of an indigenous clay flute— 
it’s usually a four-holed clay flute— 
I've got a couple of those. I have a 
stomp box for percussion, which | 
stole from an artist I opened for a 
couple of years ago in Vancouver. It’s 
great—it sounds like a bass drum. 
The Métis girl I play with [Marie- 
Josée Dandeneau] plays an electric 
bass that she can play standing up, 
plucked or bowed, and she plays a 
bit of mandolin too,” he says, trying 
to recount the multitude of instru- 
ments onstage with the two of them. 
"Lets see ... we have some shells and 
stuff ... a djembe.” 

The sheer number of instruments 
onstage—all played by two people— 
coupled with Leaf’s interest in aborig- 
inal sounds and culture have invited 
comparisons to Australian artist 
Xavier Rudd. (And, Dandeneau herself 
used to tour with Rudd.) Leaf says 
that he’s okay with that comparison. 

“| started this band called Tribe of 
One—well, it was probably more of an 
artist's collective than a band—there’s 
a lot of different artistic elements,” he 
says, explaining that dancers and 
even visual artists who paint while 
the music plays join him onstage. "As 
soon as I get back to Winnipeg it’s 
Festival du Voyageur and these abo- 
riginal dancers will be joining us 


Ak | Fi FEB (8PM 

=> | RIK LEAF & MARIE-JOSEE 
cx | DANDENEAU 

Co | MIS CAFE S10 


onstage. The more I have to do with 
Aboriginal and Métis cultures, the 
more | seem to say, ‘Hmm ... Xavier 
Rudd eh?’ 


ALSO IMPORTANT 10 Learis Increasing 


awareness of more just options for 


living. To that end he started Just 
Artists Inc in 2006. 

“It's related to fair trade issu: 
environmental issues and the lik 
but I've found it doesn’t really relate 
to typical activist movemen 
because it’s not about what w 
running from, it’s about what we + 
running to,” he says. “I was findin: 
wasn't the only one that these thing 
were stirring inside, so | wanted to 
have a shorthand label to describe 
these feelings.” v 


Robert Walsh shows off a little Sou! 


ALYSSA NOEL / alyssa@vueweekly.com 
Cine the Beatles is like hav- 
ing children: 80 per cent of the 
population does it, and too 
often the results are disappointing. 

So when Robert Walsh (who, for 
the record, appears to care greatly for 
his offspring and is not responsible for 
the preceding simile) set out to make 
an album of songs by the Fab Four, he 
knew from the onset he had to do 
something different 

“For me it was a really fun and 
interesting project, to make it original 
and interesting and something that’s 
never been done before,” Walsh says 
from his Edmonton home. 

The record, Robert Soul—a play on 
the Beatles’ Rubber Soul—comes, con- 
veniently, at a time when Beatlemania 
is enjoying a bit of resurgence with 
films like Across the Universe and 
Cirque du Soleil’s Beatles tribute act, 
Love, endearing the group to a new 
generation. 

“It’s funny how timing goes,” 
laughs Walsh. “It’s just proof there’s a 
never-ending need for Beatles music.” 


AND THAT'S WHY when Rawico 
Radio (owners of Magic 99 locally) 
approached him about creating the 
album, it didn’t take him long to 
jump on board. (The Canadian 


kes FFE 1 8 
= | ROBERT WALSH & THE 
c= | FABS 


TAANSALTA ARTS BARN, $25 


Radio-television and Telecommuni- 
cations Commission requires radio 
stations to put a certain amount of 
money towards supporting local 
music. While most dump the funds 
into SOCAN or FACTOR, Rawlco 
gives it directly to artists.) 

The twist, he decided, would be 
that he would completely re-vamp the 
songs and get a handful of Edmonton 
musicians—and one Saskatoon 
singer—he had worked with in the 


past to record them. 

“That was really cool for me '00 
he says. “I do a lot of work as a p!° 
ducer, so I love bringing different ‘a! 
ents together and seeing whé! 
happens. For me it’s very coo! |° 
showcase some people I really respe“! 
and whose voices | love.” 

Those voices, collectively known @ 
the Fabs, will perform together Fe ! 
when Walsh launches both Robe! 
Soul and his second full-length so" 
album No Time Like This Time at ‘ht 
Transalta Arts Barn. 

“I'm my own opening act,’ 
explains. "From what | can tel i ut 
seems like a really cool idea that pe° 
ple seem to be embracing.” w 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 


SILVERSTEIN 
COOPERS COBRA 


WITH GUESTS 
TEXAS BLOOD MONEY 
& STEREOKILL 


meciry VOx 
NIWIDE AWAKE 


SUNDAY FEBRUARY 60 _ INIDNVENTS.COM PRESETS 


SONATA ARTICA 


TUESDAY FEBRUARY £2 _ LVE NITION PRESENTS 


MATT COSTA 


8G/i BIG JOHN BATES & THE VOODOO DOLLS - @7TH FAUNTS / WESTFALIA 
0S)}| AFRICA BAMBAATAA » 222N) HOLY FUCK» 23TH PROJECT H.O.P.E 
29) WISH- gS! JIMMY SWIFT BAND - SA) CRYSTAL CASTLES / HEALTH 
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THURSDAY JANUARY 31 
SILVERSTEIN AFTER PARTY 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY { [TATUNG DEGREE, DJ GENERIC & VIS AVIS 


HAKE A FiST AN ELECTROPARTY 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 2 


TEAM CAPTAIN 


WITH GUESTS AURORA / ELECTRICITY FOR EVERYONE! 
FRIDAY FEBRUARY & 


BLAZING VIOLETS 


WITH GUESTS THE ORDINARIES / MUST BE TUESDAY 
> SATURDAY FEBRUARY 9 


TECHNO LOVES YOU 


Will DAVE STONE / TRYPTOMENE / NEAL K 


#55/} TOY SINGERS CD RELEASE » @G) STONESHOCKER * 22) RAH RAH 
23) THE HOODS - 291i TURN DOWN THE SUCK 


MEMBERS & GUESTS FACILITY 


BEHIND STARLITE ROOM 
ALL EVENTS 18+ * DOORS AT 9PM 


Sais) WITH DEGREE 
sacue & ALLOUT DUS 


4 OWER {UK, DUBSTEP SET} FEB 2: DEGREE’S B-DAY 
TOL PSYDAYS WITH THE TECHNO HIPPY CREW 


FES &: TRISTAN & CAUZ-AE WAV OCCUPATION, SPACEAGE, PSYCOSMIC & PSYBURNZ 
WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 


‘NEW SOUNDS 


THE SUMMERLAD 
CITY OF NOISE 
SAVED BY RADIO 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
The industriousness and incestuous- 
ness of Calgary’s music Scene rivals 
Edmonton's, and both love their DIY 
ethic and dance parties, but there are 
significant differences. Our southern 
neighbours are less working class, 
anarchic and gritty, not as given to 
spirited shambolicness. Calgary bands 
across all “file under” categories tend 
towards high-concept polish, egged 
on by hometown cultural headwaters 
like postmodernist haven Alberta Col- 
lege of Art & Design and avant-garde 
theatre collective One Yellow Rabbit. 

City of Noise has roots in both arty- 
pants institutions. In the late 
‘80s/early ‘90s, ACAD students lit- 
tered bands that were acidly funny 
and smartly theatrical. Take any 
genre and drop the prefix “art” in 
front, and you christen a working 
description of that era in Calgary: art- 
pop, art-rock, art-goth, art-punk, art- 
spaghetti western ... ad art-infinitum. 
The energy of creation was fabulous- 
ly palpable, yet the wit pervading 
most projects took the edge off the 
self-consciousness of it all. 

Those were the first salad days for 
indie labels, when artists from the 
margins charted alongside main- 
stream acts they loathed and played 
to as many people in a night as 
they'd previously performed for 
through entire tours. Olympia- 
born/Seattle-based Sub Pop was 
doing well with its groundbreaking 
alt-rock roster, many of its bands 
labouring under the unfortunate 
“grunge” designation. (A modern 
corollary would be “emo”—an off- 
hand, slightly disparaging tag mutat- 
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ed into a term most credible artists 
try to shake off in distaste, as if it 
were a small-gross dog humping 
their leg, while manufactured hit- 
makers have embraced it as a mar- 
keting tool. Grunge followed a 
similar trajectory.) 

In short order, there was desperate 
speculation on unknown bands bear- 
ing any rough glancing kinship to the 
“new” sound. Calgary was mysteri- 
ously fingered as a resonant cauldron 
of modern musicmaking, and a 
States-side major came calling on the 
Primrods, art-rockers whose shifting 
membership included several future, 
current or one-time art students, like 
early frontman/magnificent perfor- 
mative specimen Paul Coutts of Twin 
Fangs fame. 

Legend has them imploding in 1997 
after recording an unreleased album 
on doomed major label Geffen, which 
lends them an aura of creative purity 
akin to that of Pylon, the Athens, GA 
version of “the band that deserved 
success,” which, accompanied by a 
sigh, is the snobbish insert to any 
conversation involving REM. Catch 
and Release assembled a Primrods 
compilation in 2002, Shit Side Story, 
worth seeking out. 

Garrett McLure was P7—Primrods 
were Devo-esque in their shunning of 


rock culture, avoiding names and _ 


photos—and soured by their slow joy- 
less collapse, he and a gang of sonic 
wunderkinds assembled the Summer- 
lad in 1999. Pugnaciously independ- 
ent, every note and beat over the 
band’s history has been handbuilt and 
largely self-funded. 

In 2005, One Yellow Rabbit's 
Michael Green commissioned the 
‘Lads to create a piece for its annual 
midwinter multidisciplinary celebra- 
tion of spectacle, the High Perfor- 


10443q - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


Pop Echo Records presents 


top 10 sellers 


01. in the future black mountain 
02. jukebox cal power 

03, in rainbows radiohead 

04. rip it off times new viking 
05. satori flower travellin' band 


Debut CD out now! 


Catch them live at 
The Artery Feb. 8” 
www myspace.com/thewhitsundays 
www.popecho,com 


08. and who shall go to the ball? scott walker 
07. untrue burial 

08. distortion magnetic fields 

09. good bad not evil black lips 

10. victrola favorites v/a 


(Leg 


mance Festival. City of Noise, an aura| 
interpretation of a day in their town 
was intended as a onetime show with 
an army of Calgary music community 
guests, but response led to smaller. 
scale encores and a two-year ques! to 
record the piece. 

City of Noise contains the original 
40-minute construction plus an 
abridged funky-get-down version 
both excellent. The full piece is an 
architectural marvel, dawning with a 
tortuous build of layers resolving into 
an alarm-like screech of guitar remi 
niscent of emerging from a tense 
sleep to unblinking morning. Th 
music grows more complex, throb 
bing like a hangover into a chugs 
train of near-industrial sound before 
surging into a brilliant disco backbone 
and thuggish guitar-god licks. Rein- 
venting the “Funkytown” “talk about 
it’ line in a proggy, operatic choral 
setting, the group sets it against 
waves and furrows of jagged guita 
and a beefy anthemic beat, lapsing 
into more plaintive moods lit by ethe- 
real drifts of sound and word before 
cascading distortion and texture 
accelerates again to furious soni 
assault. City decoheres and renew 
itself with an ebb and flow that icels 
truthfully close to its stated theme 
coasting to a pretty lullabye closer 

It’s a deft homage to Calgary's 
obsessions—art, music, communily 
and dance, as well as to the classic 
sonic ambition of the likes of Queen 
and Pink Floyd. 


THE HELIO SEQUENCE 
i iad EYES AHEAD 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

Remember when Sub Pop was stiic'!) 
a grunge label? You knew what yo" 
were going to get when you bought 4 
7" with a black and white Charles 
Peterson photo on the front. But now 
who knows? It could be sleepy-!!"™ 
wistful Postal Service-type stull, © 
wacky, noisy, racket music like W°! 
Parade or even wackier and ¢’<" 
noisier speedy stuff like Pissed J¢2"” 
And guess what, that's awesome And 
so is the Helio Sequence, which h*> 
combined the racket of Wolf parade 
with the petulant synths of the Pos‘ 
Service into something remarkably 
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wholly surprising too. 
the end of the record the 
ou with this heartbreaking 
lan-like moment out of 
ere and you realize that too 
: ids are locked into their one 
,ine’ for an entire album and free- 


BERRY / david @vueweekly.com 
less where House of Doc goes hor- 
ly wrong. Is it their cover photo, 
hich makes them look like they're 
ppointed that the 3:20 bus is late? 
ie title of the album? (Everything is 
hnically east of west; are you trying 
say that you're entirely indistin- 
jishable from the million other 
eric folk bands formed on the 
pen stages of neighbourhood faux- 
ish pubs?) The helplessly inessential 
over of the Stampeders’ “Sweet City 
oman’? The endlessly cheap aping 
well-worn genres (East Coast Celtic 
ock, old-timey folk)? The answer, of 
purse, is all of the above. 


RIC 
AT METROPOLIS 
GANG 


EN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
here was a time when a live album 
as generally considered something a 
Iittle special, when it was an opportu- 
for a band to strut its stuff on the 
lage and show what it could do to its 
ngs with the energy of a live audi- 
fice to feed off of. And in those days, 
hen a band chose to add cameras 
ito the equation, it was always a big 
ent. Oh, sure, plenty of those live 
tformances turned out to be pretty 
id, but at least it was easy to weed 
it the good ones. Sadly, those days 
em long gone, now, as the advent 
DVD brought with it a ridiculous 
slaught of live video, It seems that 
band now has to release a live 
formance on DVD at some point— 
me bloated whales, like U2, even 
D it once or twice between each 
bum. And it’s too bad, because it 
ally makes it harder to spot the 
od performances, like this one by 
ic. Live at Metropolis owes a great 
al of its style to Winnipeg filmmak- 
Deco Dawson, who filmed the con- 
There are a number of effects 
roughout the film, but they are 
‘t particularly intrusive, allowing 
le band’s performance to carry the 
ight of the film. 


etric; Live at Metropolis screens at 
iro Cinema on Mon, Feb 4 (9 pm). 


A new baby marks 
d return to albums 


& | ENTER SANDOR 


= Steven@vueweekly.com 


Last week, my wife gave birth to our 
first child. Why is that a fitting topic 
for this column? Well, looking bavk at 
the last nine months, | am a little 
amazed at just how much of a role 
that albums—yes, albums, those bod- 
ies of work that were once meant to 
be listened to from beginning to end 
but are now being chopped into sin- 
gle-serving MP3 files—played in get- 
ting us from start to finish. 

We used music to accompany our 
relaxation sessions. While we were 
practicing Noelle’s breathing regimen 
and pain-management techniques, we 
used great albums as a backdrop; our 
heavy-play rotation featured Miles 
Davis's Shh/In a Quiet Way, His Name 
is Alive’s Home is in Your Head, the 
Album Leaf’s In a Safe Place and 
Bjork's Drawing Restraint soundtrack. 

We were allowed to bring a boom 
box into the delivery room, so some of 
those CD picks also made it into the 
travel bag once my wife's water broke. 
During the worst of the labour, one of 
our favourite trance electronica 
efforts, a compilation of work from 
experimental composers David Abir 
and Ashley Wales, helped soothe my 
wife's distress. 

And, when my wife needed pick- 
me-up music when she had to bear 


QUICK SPINS 


— 

ed 

ez | WHITEY ano 18 PLAYER 
Sx | quickspins@vueweekly.com 


BLOOD ON THE WALL 


LIFERZ 

SOCIAL REGISTRY 

Ya take two Mark Arms 
Strap them on a Sonic Youth 
With a Teenage Head 


S ARTISTS 
FUNKY Y NASSAU: THE COMPASS 
en STORY 1980-1986 


Proof positive that 
lan Drury requires 
More medication 


THE MARS VOLTA 
THE BEDLAM IN GOLIATH 
UNIVERSAL 


I'd open my mouth F 
And swim through a lake of piss 
To reach “stop” button 


LAZERSNAKE 

OCEANIC 

INDIE 

Party rock with synths 
This'll make you poop a bit 
In yer tight, tight pants! 


down, she wanted to hear dance 
music. Daft Punk was her favourite 
choice, much to the shock of the doc- 
tors who are used to couples bringing 
New Age claptrap into the delivery 
room. In many families, child abuse 
obviously begins early. 

What's great about this process is 
that it's allowed me—someone who 
used to listen to dozens of albums a 
week as part of reviews, interview 
preparation and just plain enjoy- 
ment—to escape the world of MP3s 
and return to albums. Over the years, 
like many music listeners, | had 
become enthralled by iPod mixes and 
shuffles. Unless | was preparing for 
interviews or reviewing music, my lis- 
tening of albums from beginning to 
end had become rare. 

Thanks to the digital music world, 
most of us just don’t listen to albums 
anymore. We pick and choose tracks 
to download. When was the last time 
you actually listened to an entire 
album, from track one to the final fade 
of the last song? 

The relaxation sessions allowed me 
to actually make it through albums 
again. It's nice to enjoy a full meal of 
music from an artist, rather than sim- 
ply grabbing some snacks here and 
there. While | can never totally give up 
my shuffle mode on the iPod, | will 
endeavour to use ita lot less. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Yue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 
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Boy-band punk losers 
Serve up a steaming lump of 
The same ol’ bullshit 


BULLET FOR MY VALENTINE 
SCREAM AIM FIRE 


And here you thought that 
Dumping her ass on Facebook 
Was super H-core ... 


SCARLET SINS 

SCARLET SINS 

INDEPENDENT 

They're chicks! They're metal! 
Like Lee Aaron, Lita Ford, 

And Vinnie Vincent! 


HINTERLAND 

PAN PAN MEDICO 

SUBMERGED 

Sing-songy chanteuse, 

Served on a bed of thick beats 
And analog synths 


THE STEELDRIVERS 
THE STEELDRIVERS 
ROUNDER 

Sweet banjo-pickin’, 


Shine-swillin’, cousin-kissin’ 
Bluegrassy goodness 
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ROB BREZSNY 
<7] freewill @vueweekly.com 


ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 
The Onion newspaper reported on a 
South Carolina man who was so grateful 
for what God had done in the previous 
week that he put an extra $5 in the col- 
lection plate at church on Sunday. Brad 
Thaden was especially pleased with the 
nice weather and how well his kids had 
behaved. | expect that by Feb 18, Aries, 
_-you too might feel the urge to give 
~ Supreme Being a tip, or do whatever the 
equivalent might be in your world. Among 
the extra perks you could be blessed 
with: a deeper connection witha 
resource you've wanted to be closer to; 
the heating up of a promising alliance; a 
social upgrade that will make you feel 
more at home in the world; and a vision 
of where to go next with your ambitions. 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 
ff you are a member of the Isoko people in 
Nigeria, you have three intimate spirit 
guides. Omo is your guardian angel. Obo, or 
“right hand,” is the ally who helps you get 
“things done. lvri is a tough, gutsy and some- 
times combative character that pushes you 
to take a stand and fight for your rights. As 
an exercise, Taurus, | urge you to imagine 
that you have these three accomplices 
working on your behalf in the coming 
weeks. It's high time for you to forcefully lay 
claim to all of the vigorous assistance and 
collaboration that you deserve. While you're 
at it, ask a few actual humans to deliver 
their special favours to aid your cause, too. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 
HappyWomanMagazine.com sought out 
several supermodels for advice about spiri- 
tuality. “Buddhists have the best religion,” 
said 6'1", 102-pound llize Bergeron. “They 
don't believe in heaven or hell or God, and 
they don’t pray. Plus, Buddhism is so myste- 
fious that you could probably fool your boss 
into giving you lots of random days off work 
for religious holidays. One more thing: it’s 
the trendiest religion out there right now.” 
In light of your current astrological omens, 
Gemini, you might want to draw inspiration 
from |lize’s perspective. In the coming 
weeks, you need to feed your spiritual side, 
but in ways that are fun, light-hearted, 
uncomplicated, guilt-free and unburdened 
by concerns about reward and punishment. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

“Thunder is good, thunder is impressive,” 
wrote Mark Twain. “But it is the lightning 
that does the work.” According to my 
analysis of the omens, Cancerian, your 
job right now is to be like the lightning, 
even if other people’s thunder is tem- 
porarily hogging the credit and the atten- 
tion. It may take a while, but your bolts of 
pure energy, not their noisy hype, will 
ultimately be appreciated as the most 
important factor in the group success. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

Daniel Tammet is a savant who can quickly 
perform complex mathematical calculations 
in his head. Every number up to 10 000 has a 
special shape and feel for him. He experi- 
ences 37 as a lumpy, warm goo while 89 
invokes visions of snow falling. Although | 
don’t normally have this relationship with 
numbers, | did get a vivid psychic vision of 
77 while meditating on your current astro- 


19030-19251 IN/O.476-510R 
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logical omens. It appeared to me as a scene 
of two people bobbing and tumbling while 
wearing scuba gear and trying to make love 
underwater in a heated swimming pool. 
Assuming this is an oracle, what does it sig- 
nify symbolically? Maybe it’s time for you to 
seek a new kind of union in the depths. Or 
perhaps you should get more playful in your 
approach to sex. It might also mean you 
should enjoy playing with deep emotions. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

After studying your challenging astrological 
aspects, | decided to do a mid-winter ritual 
in your behalf. Waking at dawn, | took a 
frigid hour-long bike ride to the top of Mt 
Tamalpais. As | ascended, | murmured a 
prayer: “I give the energy of this cold, hard 
labour to Virgos. May it inspire them to 
meet their own tasks with exuberant stam- 
ina.” When | began the ride, | was miser- 
ably uncomfortable. Within 10 minutes, | 
had broken a sweat and was thoroughly 
warm. Soon the endorphins kicked in, and 
the climb to the top was blissful. That's the 
progression | wish for you. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

The planet's biggest annual orgy of polli- 
nation is about to take place. A million 
beehives from all over America and Aus- 
tralia are on trucks headed to a 600 000- 
acre patch of almond orchards in 
California's Central Valley. For the next 
three weeks or so, 40 billion bees will be 
in service to almond flowers as they facil- 
itate the mixing of male and female 
reproductive materials. This scene could 
rightly serve as your metaphor of the 
week, Libra. You, too, are primed for a 
tremendous pollination event—a time of 
intense mingling in service to fertility. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

One goal of meditation is to empty the mind 
of its obsessively generated thoughts, 
rationalizations, and images. Alas, much of 
the media functions as a reverse meditation 
machine. Not only does it stir up your own 
mental clatter, it also floods you with the 
seething surge of other people's private 
pandemoniums. Furthermore, it delivers this 
rattling racket with entertaining words and 
brilliant colour and crystalline sound, driving 
it as deeply into your psyche as your own 
flotsam. Keep this in mind throughout Feb- 
tuary, which is Clean Out Your Brain Month. 
Cut way back on your media intake. Snack 
lightly rather than gorging continually. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

“There are two things to aim at in life,” 
wrote essayist Logan Pearsall Smith. 
“First to get what you want, and after 
that to enjoy it. Only the wisest of 
mankind achieve the second.” As you 
have probably already guessed, Sagittar- 
ius, one of your main challenges in 2008 
is to be one of the wise who accomplish- 
es that second thing. And you're about to 
experience a major turning point in your 
ability to pull it off. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

“Personally, | would sooner have written 
Alice in Wonderland than the whole Ency- 
clopedia Britannica,” said Capricorn writer 
Stephen B Leacock. | encourage you to 
adopt a similar attitude in the coming 
weeks. Unleashing your heated creativity 
will be more important to your success 
than gathering the cool facts. Being an irre- 
pressible devotee of the wild mind will be 
more practical than marching in lock step 
to logical necessity. 


E aLbuN 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

You're reading a horoscope column »),, 
designed not only for the benefit o§ i 
believers, but also for people who don't pa 
essarily buy into the validity of astrojog, r 
you're one of those who enjoys my wy, 
even though you're skeptical of my attemps 
to divine oracles from the planetary pos, 
tions, | thank you for being willing to fing 
value in an approach that your rationa| ming 
May regard as questionable. And | than vo 
for evaluating the information | present he . 
on the basis of its usefulness rather than on 
where it originates. By the way, Aquarius 
the attitudes | just described will serve mn 
in good stead in your dealings with the 
whole world during the comingweek 


PISCES (FEB 19- MAR 20) 
Neither God nor the gods are dead, ty 
they've virtually disappeared becaus; 


few people are capable of carrying op 
authentic relationships with them anymora 
The materialist delusion rules our world 
Millions believe that nothing's real un 
can be perceived by the five sense 
Churches and temples are full of ethica 
people, but most of them have no cl, 
about how to know or feel or converse with 
the divine presences. So what can the 
deities do, having been banished from ow 
midst? Psychologist Carl Jung said the gods 
have no recourse but to worm their way 
into our lives as sickness and pathology 
And that’s how you may encounter them in 
the coming days, Pisces. But get this: As 
soon as you see through their distorted « 
guises and recognize them for what they 
really are, they can be themselves again, 
whereupon they will bestow the exact 
blessings you need in order to become 2 
smarter version of yourself. w 
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S are just crazy, 
jentologists with their 
ight be creepy and 
hard to think of any 
as the Westboro Baptist 
é group's recent announce- 
it plans to picket Heath 
eral is another shocking 


en, orgies." Thanking 
God for the West Virginia mine disas- 
er. Celebrating the crash of a navy 
Texas. Picketing the funeral of 


ly Fred Phelps and the West- 
ptist Church believe that God is 
manity, or more specifically 
se of what they consider 
erant stance on homosexual- 
rd to tell who exactly the 
it the WBC detests so much is, 
ams to be damn near every- 
ie Pope, to Islam, to Sweden 
who hates Sweden’), to 
Jews, to the American military, all 
because the world embraced gays ... 
wait, who forgot to give us that memo? 
That's seriously the group's explana- 
kills soldiers in Iraq because of 
raska’s deadly mall shooting, 


ssacre: all the result of tol- 
\ccording to Phelps the 


enablers and the true believers 

lestboro Baptist Church. 
w the WBC as the “God 
hurch. It vocally protested 
epard’s funeral and has 
d at the memorials of gay- 
id those that have died 
ited illnesses. The West- 
counter of the years 
Shepard has been 
along with disturbing 


-old Phelps may not 
the bigot he is now. He 
1962 and founded 
two years later. The law 

accomplishments were 
at challenged the 
laws in Kansas 
ate behaviour in the 
ing perjury, eventually 
er family mem- 


‘Many supporters 

almost all are 
extended family. 
orted to not be 


nyder’s 


‘to sue — picket, | figure | did something right.” w 


S ‘God hates you’ 


Phelps and his church and was awarded 
damages of $10.9 million. Phelps has stat- 
ed that he does not intend to pay the fines. 

At least there’s some dark humour to 
be found in the WBC’s eccentricity. The 
now anti-Irish group suggests that “the 
very leprechauns of Ireland are likely to 
be fags!” It recently released a rap video 
extolling the Westboro way. Some of the 
placards the members carry are hilari- 
ous: God Hates You (he does?), Fags Eat 
Feces = Scat (not always!), Dyke Nuns 
and Fag Priests (that sounds like an 
awesome movie) and Your Pastor Is A 
Whore (how did you know?). 

There are also some gems on 
YouTube, including Australian television 
reporter Charles Firth interviewing WBC 
members at a funeral picket. Deciding to 
play off the group's homophobia, Firth 
Starts to hit on a member of the congre- 
gation. The group absolutely freaks out, 
and late in the video a woman holding a 
God Hates Cripple Soldiers sign yells at 
Firth that he’s a “Fag ass pervert!” It's 
reminiscent of a clip from the Awful 
Truth where Michael Moore followed 
Phelps around in the Sodomobile. 

. Back to the sudden passing of Heath 
Ledger, the actor who played one half 
of this decade's most famous fictional 
gay couple. | wasn't a big fan of Broke- 
back Mountain but the movie touched a 
lot of people and it was a groundbreak- 
ing role. The film was certainly a bless- 
ing for its actors. Ledger went on to 
partner and have a child with his long- 
suffering movie wife Michelle Williams 
(an actor who's appeared in a few 
queer classics). The bond Ledger shared 
with on-screen love Jake Gyllenhaal 
must've also been a good one off- 
screen since Gyllenhaal is the godfa- 
ther of his daughter, Matilda. (The role 
was actually Ledger's second gay one, 
the first being on Aussie TV's Sweat.) 

Why has the WBC decided to picket 
Ledger's memorial? “No one made him 
play a faggot cowboy in Brokeback 
Mountain. No one made him kiss anoth- 
er man, ina flagrant attempt to further 
desensitize not only Americans but 
Bible-illiterate fools the world over to 
the filthy depravity that is faggotry,” 
read its press release. 

Mark Potok of the Southern Poverty 
Law Center may have said it best: “| doubt 
there is anyone in America who thinks 
more about gay sex than Fred Phelps.” 

How has a man with a cult of rela- 
tives that he calls a religion moved 
beyond some West Virginia trailer 
park to the front page of newspapers? 
Perhaps it’s because of the frank and 
harsh way the WBC shouts its mes- 
sage of intolerance. Westboro mem- 
bers don’t use the words homosexual 
or gay, it’s always “fag this” and “fag 
that” which, thankfully, is a still a 
word that makes most people uncom- 
fortable when used in such a hateful 
manner. Homophobes might stand up 
and preach about family values, but 
there's usually an honest opinion that 
they believe in at the root, unlike the 
WBC’'s irrational insanity and bizarre 
blame game. d 

But maybe we're looking at this all 
wrong. In a recent post, vlogger Philip 
DeFranco discussed Phelps, stating, “If 
at my funeral, at the end of my life, the 
Westboro Baptist Church decides to 
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CLUBS/LECTURES 


ARTS OUTREACH BIG BANDS Mactwan's Centre for the 
Arts (497-4303) * For musicians of all levels to play a variety 
of music * Tue or Wed (7:30-9:30pm) 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside Presbyterian 
Church basement, N. door, 6 Bemard Dr, Bishop St, Sir 
Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert * For adult children of alco- 
holic and dysfunctional families * Meat every Mon including 
holidays (7:30pm) 


IN THE BELLY OF THE BEAST Southminster-Steinhauer 
United Church, 10740-19 Ave * Christian Reflections on 
Living in the Alberta Energy Economy with Diana Gibson, 
John Hiemstra, Bob McKeon, Nancy Steeves * Sat, Feb. 9 
(Sam-4pm) * $20 (aduit}/$10 (student); incl. lunch, pre-req- 
ister 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


BUNDED BY THE LAND Fine Arts Building (FAB) 2-20. U of 
A, 112 St. 89 Ave * Presentation by Lisa Christensen, How 
Landscape has Defined our View of Canadian Art * Thu, Jan. 
31 (7pm) * $10/$5 (AGA member)/free (students) 


CANADA IN THE WORLD: THE CHALLENGES AHEAD 
Rms 231/237, Law Centre, U of A Campus (492-5674) « 
Lecture by Michael Ignatieff, Deputy Leader of the Liberal 
Party of Canada * Fri, Feb. 1 (12-1:30pm) 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 1 1205-101 St 
(479-1999) * Basketball; Mon (5-7pm) * Healing Circle; 
Mon (6-8pm) * Boxing; Mon/Thu (7-Spm), Tue (5-7pm) * 
Volleyball; Tue (6-8pm) * Sewing Circle; Tue (6-8pm) * 
Beadwork Class; Wed (6-8pm) * C,N,RC. Pow-wow; Wed 
(6-Spm) * Hip-Hop Class; every Thu (5-7pm) * Cree Class: 
Thu (6-8pm) © Elders and Residency; Fri {all day) * Safe 
Using and Harm Reduction; last Fri avery month (11am- 
12pm) * Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1-2pm) * Drop-in 
Night; Fri (6-8pm) 


CELEBRATING WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP: PAST, 
PRESENT, FUTURE Fairmont Hotel MacDonald, 10065-100 
$t (414-1663) © Luncheon, featuring speaker Anne McLellan 
* Jan, 31 (11:30am reception; noon luncheon) * $55 


COMMUNIST PARTY OF CANADA LEADER MIGUEL 
FIGUEROA Alumni Room, Students’ Union Bldg, U of A cam- 
pus * Speaking tour * Mon, Feb. 4{7pm) * Free 


DOCUMENTARY REEL WORLD SERIES Civil Engineering 
Bldg/Physics Building (CEB) 325 # Global issues film and 
speaker series The Orange Revolution * Wed, Feb. 6 (Spm) 


AFRESH START FOR THE CAPITAL REGION NRE 
{Natural Resource Engineering Facility), Rm 1-007, U of A 
(492-9957) © A free talk/panel discussion with Mark 
Partridge * Jan. 31 (7-8:30pm) 


FUTURE TUESDAYS Rim 129, U of A Education Bldg, 87 Ave 
(492-5055) * Muriel Stanley-Venne, Circle of Sisterhood * 
Feb. 5 * $10/$5 (ELLA member/student) 


(GREENPEACE * The Alberta Tar Sands will singlehandedly 
stop Canada from reaching our Kyoto targets. If you want to 
put an end to one of the world’s most destructive projects e- 
mail mhudema@geenpeace.org 


IN THE BELLY OF THE BEAST Southminster-Steinhauer 
United Church, 10740-19 Ave * Christian Aeffections an 
Living in the Alberta Energy Economy with Diana Gibson, 
John Hiemstra, Bob McKeon, Nancy Steeves * Sat Feb. 9 
{Sam-4pm) * $20 (adult)/$10 (student); incl. lunch, pre-regis- 
ter by e-mail at sji2008@live.ca 


THE JUNG FORUM ASSOCIATION Grant MacEwan City 
Centre, 10700-104 Ave, CN Conference Theatre, Rm 5-142, 
105 St. Bldg (488-0477) * Exploring the Selt-Ego 
Relationship: The Intimate Connection Between Inner and 
Outer Space and Place, a lecture and discussion by Jungian 
Analyst, Pearl Mindell * Tue, Feb. 5{7pm) * $15 (mem- 
ber)/$20 (non-member)/$10 {student/senior) 


LAND USE IN THE MACKENZIE RIVER BASIN 1-003 NRE, 
Natural Resource Engineering Bldg, U of A {492-5825} * Matt 
Carlson and Dr. Erin Bayne will release recently completed 
research evaluating the future effects of land use in the 
Athabasca oil sands in north-eastem Alberta and the Dehcho 
territory in southem NWT * Jan. 31 (4:30pm) 


MEDITATION © Gaden Samtea Ling Tibetan Buddhist 
Meditation Society; 1403-101 St, 
www.gadensamtenting.org (479-0014) by Kushok Lobsang 
‘Dhamchoe; beginner Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed (7pm), 
advanced Sun (11am-1pm) * Linertacaiett sty 
Spiritual Organization, 209-10132-105 St (425-1 

www. bkwsu.org: Aaja Yoga Meditation * Tranquility 
Moditation Tibetan Tradition 10502-70 Ave (633-6157) 
«www karmatashiling.org; Beginners welcome, instruction 
available; Wed (7pm); free 


PARENT TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for parents 
at various city locations 


PRIME MINISTER CONVERSATION SERIES-JEAN 
CHRETIEN Myer Horowitz Theatre, U of A campus * 
Advancing Canade—Changing the World, Jean Chrétien in 
‘conversation with Jim Edwards * Thu, Feb, 7 (6:30-8:30pm) 
# $10 (student!/$25 (non-students) at TicketMaster. 451-2000 


RALLY FOR GAZA Mcéntyre Park (Gazebo), 104 St, 83 Ave, 
Old Strathcona * ECAWAR (Edmonton Coalition Against 
War and Racism) is calling jinded people in 
Edmonton to rally against the Israeli barricade of the 
Palestinians in Gaza * Sat, Feb, 2(12pm) 


REGIONAL PLANNING: A FRESH START FOR THE 
CAPITAL REGION U of A, Natural Resource Engineering 
(NRE) Rm. 1-001, wew.erse.ualberta.ca * Free presentation 
and panel discussion on issues of regional development 
(urban sprewl, industrial grawth in rural areas) featuning 

speaker Dr, Mark Partridge © Jan. 31 (7-8:30pm) 


ROYDEN MILLS: DISCUSSIONS ON A STUDIO PRAC- 
TICE Whitemud Crossing Library Theatre, 4211-108 St (496- 
8357) * Presentation by sculptor Royden Mills ® Sun, Fab. 
3(2 pm) © Free 


‘SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (495-5930) + For women 
Who are experiencing chaos as a result of a life crisis and 
Who feel isolated * Group meets every week 


‘SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVIE NIGHT Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, Main Hall, 10804-119 St 4th Fri every month 
(6:30pm door) * $5 donations; pay-what-you-can at the door 


THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY Steeps Tea Lounge, 11116-82 Ave 
(988-8105) © Documentary, Kilowart Ours * Tue, Feb, 5 
(7pm) * Free 


TOURETTE SYNDROME Academy of King Edward, 8575-101 
St. North door (1-866-824-9764) * Support meetings for TS 
adults and parents of TS kids © Ist Wed; until June (7pm) 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS » Chamber Toastmasters 
Cla: Chamber of Commerce, 600, 9990 Jasper Ave (459- 
5206); Thu (6pm) * MacEwan: Grant MacEwan College, Am 
5-238, 10700-104 Ave (633-3921); Fri (noon 1pm) 
WOrators Toastmasters Club: Londonderry Public Library 
www niorators.com, Wed {7-8:45pm)* Power Speakers 
Grant MacEwan Centre for the Arts, Rm 437, 10045-156 St 
(459-0642), Wed {7-9pm) * Pursmwers: Best Westem Cedar 
Park Inn, 5116 Gateway Boulevard (457-0808); Wed (7-9pm) 
* Chanticleer: Kingsway Am, Millard Health Building, 131 
Airport Rd (498-4608/474-1138) Thu (7-8:30am) * Upward 
Bound: Norquest Collage, Rm 601, 10215-108 St (454-3720) 
every Wed (7-8:45pm) 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale Hall, 9231-100 Ave 
* Monthly pot-luck dinner, bring a vegetarian, vegan or raw 
dish to serve at least 6 as well as your own plates and cutlery 
* Sun, Feb. 10 © $3 (Member)/$5 (Non-Member) 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD CEB 325 (Civil 
Engineering Building, behind CAB (485-7822) * Global 
issues film and speaker series, featuring the documentary 
The Orange Revolution ; Wed, Feb. 6 (Spm) * From Dust 
The Untold Story of Life After the Tsunami; Wed, Feb. 13 
(5pm) * Free 


WHERE ART COMES FROM: THE NATURE OF 
AESTHETIC DISCOURSE Aim 2-20, Fine Arts Bldg, 112 St. 
89 Ave (492-2081) ® Lecture by Ken Carpenter, focusing on 
bringing together the work of Pablo Picasso, Clyfford Stil, and 
Jack Bush. Lisa Christiansan’s lecture on how the preemi- 
nence of landscape painting in Canada suppressed numerous 
artists and genres * Thu, Jan. 31 (Spm and 7pm) 


WILDFLOWER SEED PLANTING Riverdale Hall, 9231-100 
Ave * Presented by Bruce Bashforth * $5 (door), $2 for each 
12 pack of seeds * Sun, Feb. 10 (1:30-3:30pm) 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona Farmers 
Market © Silent vigil the ist and 3rd Sat (10-1 1am) every 
month, stand in silence for a world without violence 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus # Sex, sexual, 
gender differences in education and culture focus group * 
Contact Or. Andre Grace (andre.grace@valberta.ca) for info 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * Large 
tavern with poo! tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) * Open 
nightly Spm-3am, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun: Rotating drag shows 
with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust Lounge 
and GoDiva and Donnatella NEI in The GoDonna Show, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon; Amateur strip contest with 
Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Tue: Free 
pool and tourney, OJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump day with DJ 
Sexy Sean * Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, 
midnight, 0.) WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: We made ‘em 
famous! Du Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no 
cover before 10pm * Sat: Undia night for men only, free pool 
‘and toumey, DJ Arrowchaser 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 Street * A group of older gay man and 
their admirers who have common social interests meet the 
2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most months for a sovial period, 4 stort 
‘meeting and a quest speaker, discussion panel or @ potluck 
supper. Special interest groups meet for other social activities 
throughout the month. email edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, 

Www primatimersww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamedmonton.ca 
© Women’s Drop-In Recreational Badminton: Oliver School 
Gym, 10227-118 St (465-3620); Wed (6-7:30pm) * Ballroom 
dancing; all genders; ballroom@teamedmonton.ca * 
Bootcamp; St. Alphonsus, 1624-81 St Mon (7-8pm); boot 
camp@teamedmonton.ea * Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100 
3414 Gataway Blvd, Sat{5-7pm); bowling@teamedmonton.ca 
* Curling with Pride: Granite Curling Club, 8620-107 St Mon 
(7:15pm) until Mar. 17, 2008; curling@teamedmonton.ca * 
Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; running@teamedmonton.ca * 
Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762-106 St; Tue (8-Spm), Thu (7:30- 
8:30pm); swimming@teamedmonton.ca * Volleyball: 101 
Amiskiwacy Academy, Municipal Airport Terminal just off 
Kingsway; Wod recreational (8-10pm), recyolloyball@teamed- 
monton.ca; Thu Intermediate; volleyball@teamedmonton.ca * 
YOGA (Hatha): Free Lion's Breath Yoga; every Sun (2-3:30pm); 
yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11455 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) * Programs and support services for 
people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related illness: 
es, Counselling, raferrals, support groups, harm reduction, 
education, advocacy and public awareness campaigns: con 
tact? @hivedmonton.com 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. www.edmlivingposi- 
tive.ca (1-977-975-9448/488-5768) # Providing confidential 
peer support to people living with HIV * Tue (?7-9pm): Support 
group * Daily drop-in, peer counsalling 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
wwew.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encouraged 
to participate. Socializing after practices * Every Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * Support meeting for 
parents, families and friends af lesbian, gay. bisexual and 
transgendered people * Ist Tue (7pm) every month © 
Information phone Ruby at 436-1998 after 6pm, or edmon- 
1 ida ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488-3234) 
* Open: Tua-Fri tpm-10pm, Sat 1-6: 30pm © Drop-in, library, 
‘and community internet services available « LGBT Seniors 
Drop-in: A social time for seniors of all genders to get togeth- 
‘of with tea and snacks; every Thu (2-4pm) * Women's 
Discussion Group: An open forum for self-identified queer 


friendly women to discuss a variety of topics that interest 
Participants; every Fri (?-Spm) ® Suit Up and Show Up: AA 
big book study group; every Sat (12pm) * Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth (up to 25 years} support and 
Social group; every Sat (7-Spm) e-mail yuy@shaw.ca * 
Womonspace: Board meeting 1st Sun every month (10°30am- 
12:30pm) © Trans Education/Support Group: A place to come 
and be yourself, Support and education for Transsexual,’ = 
Transgendered, Intersexed, Two-Spinted and questioning indi- 
viduals at any point in transition; 1st and 3rd Sun every month 
(24pm); wwwalbertatrans.org * Sunday Night Men's 
Discussion Group: Mens social and discussion group with 
facilitator Rob Wells; every Sun (7pml; robwells720@hat- 
mail.com * HIV Suppor Group; 2nd Mon every month (7pm): 
Richard at 488-3234 * TIO Alliance: Transgender, 
Transsexual, Intersex and questioning. Support meeting offer- 
ing education, advocacy and support for men, women and 
youth, support meeting: 2nd Tue every month {720pm) © 
PELAG: A support and resource group for parents and friends 
of GLBT individuals; 1st Tue every month (7pm) 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11525-76 Ave (436-1555) « 
People of all sexual orientations are welcome. Sunday wor- 
ship at 10am 


WOMONSPACE (780-432-1734) » A non-profit lesbian 
Organization, organized activities held monthly including ~* 
licenced non-smoking dances, coffee houses, family events. 
games nights, golf toumaments and more * www.gaycane- 
da.com/Womonspace, e-mail: womonspace@gmail.com 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 
© Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tuzzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun Poot 


Toumaments 
SPECIAL EVENTS 


ARTE PRETA: EDMONTON BLACK FILM AND ART 
WEEK Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre and the Metre 
Cinema in Citadel Theatre, 

http://blackfilmandart blogspot.com * Film showings of The 
Souls of Black Girls, Queens of Sound: A Herstory of Reggae 
and Dancehall, A Winter Tale, Bamako, Hazel’s Hips, Dana 
Inkster Documentary Film Series, and I'm Through with 
White Girls as well as introductions by Fil Fraser, Mick 
Sleeper, and a performance by Souljah Fyah © Feb. 1-3 


CHINESE NEW YEAR CARNIVAL City Hall * Celebrate the 
Chinese New Year of the Rat with crafts, games, performanc 
es, Chinase painting, musical instruments, GO, Beijing Oper: 
Martial arts and free food * Sat, Feb. 9 (1tam-Spm) * 


COPS FOR CANCER MARDI GRAS GALA AND AUCTION 
Mayfield Inn and Suites Grand Ballroom, 16615-1093 Ave 
(455-7181) * Creole themed silent auction, dinner and 
dance, and a murder mystery game * Feb. 2 © $75, avail- 
able through the Canadian Cancer Society; proceeds go to 
the Canadian Cancer Society 


DEJA VU-MOVIE NIGHT AND POTLUCK Unity Church, 
13210-106 Ave (913-6466) * Potluck. showing of De 
fated PG, followed by a discussion © fri, Feb. B. (5:30pm 
potluck, 7-99m movie, discussion) * $5 donation 


INTERNATIONAL WEEK 2008 U of A, www.iweek.ualber 
ta.ca (492-5962) ¢ Addressing Global Challenges: 100 Years 
and Beyond: featuring speakers, academics, artists and 
activists to discuss issues such as systemic inequality, envi- 
ronmental crises, global peace and security and governance 
© Until Feb. 1, program guides available at the Intemational 
Centre 


KARNEVAL POTPOURRI-EVERYTHING GOES German 
Canadian Cultural Centre, 8310 Roper Rd, 51 Ave (456-4000) 
© Extravaganza Costume Ball and floor show # Sat, Feb. 2 
{Fel1pm) * $15 

MAGICAL MOMENTS IN TIME Maclab Centre for the 
Performing Arts, 4308-50 St, Leduc * Illusion show of ~~ 
magic, dance, and theatre with Ted and Marion Outerbndge 
© Sun, Feb. 10.(2pm) * $16 (adult)/$12 (child 12 and under) 
at TIX on the Square, 420-1757 


AMOST DANGEROUS GAME Engineered Air Theatre, 
Epcor Centre For The Arts (208-6736) * World premiere, a 
glimpse into the secret cyberworld of three teenagers 
onstage QJ and multimedia * Feb. 1-3 (12:30 and 7:30pm) « 
$10 (student}/$15 (adult) at TicketMaster 

ROOPH AWARDS LUNCHEON Westin Hotel (444-3773. | 
877-444-1771) * Edmonton Housing Trust Fund awards * 
Feb. 5 (noon) * $55 

TET FESTIVAL (424-0934) © Celebrating the Lunar New Year, 
the Year of the Mouse featuring crafts, arts, musical instru- 
mants, traditions of the Vietnamese people * Feb. 2 


KARAOKE 


BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert * Wed/Fri 
Karaoke with Shelly 

BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain 
Rd (484-7751) © Wed (Bom-12am); Thu, Fri, Sat (8:30pm: 
1:30am): with Right Said Ed —_ 
GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Tue (3:30pm) 
Gord's Bast Live Singing Show 

HAWKEYES TOO 1004-102 St (421-9898) * Fri (Bpm-mid- 
night): Hot Karaoke Productions 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave. 105 St (461-0597) * Sat 
(10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

UONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Bid 
(431-5815) © Sun (8pm): With Evolution Entertainment 
MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (423-4940) © Fr (Spm-late}: 
Keraoke with Chris 

MONA LISA'S PUB 9606-118 Ave (477-7752) * Karaoke 
Thu, Fri, Sat with great hosts, sound and songs 
O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) * Thu 
(9pm): Name that Tune 

ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Karaoke 
Moan (9:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr. Entertainment * Ss 
Rocks: Cuban salsa QJ; Thu (Spm): 

ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) » Wed/Thu/Sun 
{9:30pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 

ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) » Longest running 
Karaoke bar, 7 days ¢ week 

ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL + Downtown, 10604-101 St (423- 
3499) © Mon-Sat (Spm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth * Highstreet, 
10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) * Old Stratheona. 


10475-80 Ave (439-7211 Thu-Sat ($:30pm-1 30am) * 3 St. 
63 Ave: Thu-Sat (Spm-Tam): with Off-Key Entertainment 
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With sex lives like this, who needs a boring, unfulfilling job? 


S| AULSEX.COLUMN 


ANDREA NEMERSON 


S altsex@altsexcolumn.com 


DEAR ANDREA: 

I'm getting super-frustrated. | don’t have 
the highest sex drive, but it is there; 
however, | can't understand why my 
brain and body tell me that | want to do 
something that inevitably makes me 
upcemfortable and unhappy. Even with 
lube, it leaves me sore for hours. ! try to 
just give my boyfriend blow jobs so | can 
avoid having to have sex. I’m 21 and 
have been sexually active for about 
three years, and | just always figured 
that everything would get better. 

And it’s not just intercourse. | can't 
even get satisfaction from oral sex or 
masturbating. It feels good, but then, 
instead of feeling really good, like you'd 
expect an orgasm to feel, suddenly the 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Exotic Ginger 
Tall, Slim, beautiful busty brunette 
25 years old, 24 hours 442-0741 


Beautiful stunning sweet sexy Taylor 
26 yr old model 
fit busty brunette 
604-7801, 24 hours 
Leduc/Nisku 


Misty... Desirable redhead, mature, petite model 
offers passion, spanking, fantasies or Greek. 
442-3039 

52911847-001/053816197-002 


Edmonton Mistress nna 15+ exp. BDSM 
{busty & fit) fully equipped playroom, over knee 
spanking, bondage, suspension, electrical CBT 
devices, feminization sissy & slut training. 
jistress Personals 490-5299 ext S465 


Independent Monique, 32 
~_ Beautiful, amazing body, very busty 
Noon-8pm, 413-0294 


Nicotine Anon 
Sun (7:30-8:30pm) 
Henwood 18750-18 St 
Contact Joe 479-5969 


Tired of Smoking? Come join us at Nicotine 
Anonymous. 7pm, Wednesdays at Ebenezer United 
Church, 163 St, 106 Ave, call Gwynn 443-3020. 7:30pm, 
Sundays at Henwood Treatment Centre, 18750-18 St. 
call Ryan 990-8917 or Jo 479-5969, 


Prestige Massage 
12 lovely Ladies, two Asians 
Duos by appointment 


Www.prestigemassage.com 
8204 Coronet Rd 440-3643 


pleasure just kind of floats away. If that’s 
an orgasm, it freaking sucks. It is 
unpleasant. What is wrong with me? 

LOVE, CAN'T GET ME NO 


DEAR NO: 
Well, you're feeling unsatisfied because 
you are unsatisfied, but | don’t suppose 
that observation will be much use to 
you. | believe that your sex drive is still 
hanging in there because you're a nor- 
mal, healthy girl, albeit one who appar- 
ently has some /ssues (we call them 
“issues” when we don't know what else 
to call them) about sex. In fact, I’m not 
even sure you have /ssues. | think 
maybe you've just had some pretty dis- 
appointing sex, and now you're so 
expecting it to be disappointing yet 
again that you're just kind of jumping 
straight to the disappointment part and 
saving yourself some time. 

| hate to punt this over to the usual sus- 
pects but | think | have to: there are books, 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteers, enjoy working in our dining room at 
Strathcona Place Senior , for more info 
phone Terrie Shaw at 433-5807 


Volunteers needed to teach conversational ESL to 
adult immigrants at various library locations. 1-2 
days/week, 10-12pm or 1-3pm.(dep. on location) No 
exp. req. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help 
with daily activities such as crafts, card games and 
socializing. For info ph 434-4747, ext. 4 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For 
more info call Catherine 453-8304 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at UofA. Must be in good health, not be 
taking any medication for mental health issues, and 
not abuse drugs or alcohol. Ph 407-3775/407-3221 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for ElderCare Edmonton 
Bingo volunteers needed to help raise funds for 
programs. Ph. 434-4747, ext. 4 


Volunteers needed to teach English to adult immi- 
grants. Daytime, weekdays,or evenings for 2-3 
hrs/session, approx. 1-2 times a week. Call Judy 
424-3545, ext. 249 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs 


lots of them, on learning to masturbate 
and becoming orgasmic, and there are 
some spectacular toys out there now, toys 
so good that | am not altogether positive | 
can still promise that using them will not 
interfere with partnered sex, but that is 
obviously a topic and a worry for another 
time. The old classics are Lonnie Barbach 
(reads like a therapist writing for Redbook) 
and Betty Dodson (reads like someone 
you'd meet at the Michigan Woman's 
Music Festival circa 1989, naked). Oh, and 
if there’s a boyfriend in the picture, tell 
him to just hang on, you've got some stuff 
to do and then he's welcome to come back 
and try again. If this works it should be 
worth the wait. 

LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA: 

I'm a 20-year-old girl and I've only had one 
sex partner in my life (high school to the 
present). My problem seems pretty basic: 
sex just doesn't feel all that great. | mean, 


volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information ph 423-4102 


Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 
restricted Edmontonians. Email: edmonton@voice- 
printcanada.com, or call 451-8331 


Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check www.cmha- 
edmonton.ab.ca 


Overwhelmed? In a tough spot? Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The 
Support Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 


Easter Seals. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 
DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT TIME. Carmen 
429-0136, ext. 233 


The Brain Neurobiology Research Program at UofA 
seeks individuals who may be suffering from 
HON to be involved in a research study. 
Must be in good health, and not abuse drugs or alco- 
hol. Ph 407-3221 for more info 


Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? 
Help find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
447-1451; e-mail: events@afdr.ab.ca; 
www.afdrab.ca 


Volunteer for a more just society for immi- 
grants and refugees. www.multiculturalcoali- 
tion.ca or call Janina 423-1973 


EU ROSSAGE ON WATE: 


BEAUTIFUL LADIES 
GREAT PRICE, 3 


GREAT 


youR 
We Ws eat & DESIRE! 


shite 130005 970-BABE 


#200, 10143-82 Ave 
www.EUROSSAGEonWHYTE.com 


the desires there, but after a few minutes 
the pleasure part just kind of slips away, 
despite my best efforts to keep it there, 
and the rest either feels just like smushing 
body parts or else it's unpleasant and sort 
of painful. | just don’t understand how it 
can start off feeling good, and then just go 
away. Maybe I'm on the right track; when 
we first started having sex (three years 
ago) it really always just felt pretty neutral. 
Now at least it feels good for a little while. 
! can’t masturbate to orgasm, either. It is 
incredibly frustrating to want to have sex 
even knowing | always go away from it 
unsatisfied. So frustrating! What is wrong 
with me? How do | fix it? 

LOVE, NO NO NO 


DEAR NO: 

| had to reread very carefully to make sure 
you and your doppelganger were not actu- 
ally the same person but look, you're 
slightly younger! And faintly less hope- 
less, | think, but that is open to interpreta- 
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tion. | do find it slightly heartening th; 
you are experiencing a little bit of plea 
ure now, since I'd have to agree that 
would be difficult to get motivated jin 1}, 
complete absence of anything more ex; 
ing than “neutral” sensation. 

It's neither fair nor just but it js con 
mon for women to be out of touch wi 
their sexual response cycles in a way tha 
simply doesn’t occur very often in male 
hesitate—nay, refuse!—to get into an 
historical/political reasons why this mig} 
be so (it's not that they're not interesting 
but that they are unfruitful and dreadful\y 
distracting, which is exactly what we 
don’t need when we're already havi; 
trouble concentrating). I'm afraid that yo 
too, will have to buy media product and a 
vibrator that tickles at least your fancy 
put boyfriend on hold, and get practicing | 
wish | could wave a magic wand for yo 
but | think the motor in mine is burning 
out. They don't last forever. 

LOVE, ANDREA 
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Try Crutsel 
Text “xtra” to SFREE ~ wow 
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Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 

FREE Trial tor MEW: 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ete Room is looking for 

© Assistants and Stylists 

Please drop off your resume to 
10536 124 Street 


rs wanted: $16¢/tr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
pa Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


CHANGE YOUR TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train pac 's of jobs around the world. 

ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs guar- 
‘toed 7712108 Stall for info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


~__ FRAMING 


| »ICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE POSTER SHOP 
beeper re ss 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 
‘ MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percus- 
sion. Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors with music degrees. 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 


SHARED ACCOMMODATION 
Bonnie Doon area $600 utilites included. 
421-3012 nome), 490-1852 (coll) 


ARTIST TO ARTIST _ 


PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
leone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
ds more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
|, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
it weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at eel ee - 
blenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at - 
i Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


5-19). The Citadel's Teens @ The Turn 
ications from actors, 
Feb 8. 


IS 


CLAS 


one 426-1996 from Sam-5pm Mon-Fri 


Director wanted for musical comedy for Edmonton 
Fringe. Produced by Maggots Inc. Contact Tom @ 
467-8981 or tomsgor@shaw.ca ~ 


ARTIST LECTURE by sculptor, Royden Mills: 

cro i Corey Tea eS, oo 

rossing Library , 4211-106 St, 496-8357: 
‘Sun, Feb. 3, 2pm; free 


ARTIST LECTURE: Where Art Comes From: The 
‘Nature of Aesthetic Discourse Rm 2-20, Fine Arts 
Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave (492-2081) © Lecture by Ken 
Carpenter, iomid on bringing together the work of 
blo Picasso, Clyfford Still, and Jack Bush. Lisa 
Christiansen’s lecture on how the preeminence of 
landscape painting in Canada suppressed numerous 
artists and genres * Thu, Jam. 31 (5pm and 7pm) 


Strathcona County Weavers meet every Wed, 9:30- 
11am at Smeltzer House. Ph Delores Zadko, 467-7213 
for more info. 


Artists and photographers wanted to discuss the dis- 
playing of work for possible co-op. Contact at email: 
naturelyng1@hotmail.com 


Noni Boyle Art Talc Alberta Society of Artists in 
partnership with the Edmonton Public Library pert 
a free public lecture with Noni Boyle on Thu, Feb, 21, 
7pm at the Stanley A. Milner Theatre (downstairs) 7 
Sir Winston Churchill Square. 


Call to all Alberta artists: Deadline: Mar. 1 for appli- 
cations ta become a Full Member of the Alberta 
Society of Artists. Artists are juried into this visual 
arts organization once a year, Application forms can 
be downloaded from www.artists-society.ab.ca 


Modols wanted: Harcourt House Arts Centre is hir- 
ing female and male models for life drawing classes. 
No experience necessary. Times variable, Ph 426-4180 
for more info. 


The deadline for The Works Art & Design Festival 
2008 Application to the Art Market or The Street 
Stage has been extended to Feb. 15, 2008, You can 
download the application off of our website at 
www.theworks.ab.ca 


Profiles seeks anete from artists for exhibition 
during 2009. Deadline: Sat, Mar. 22, Info T: 
Heidi at 460-4310 or E: ahfheidi@telus.net 


Looking for graphic designer to help with website for 
music festival. hotemf.com Honourarium available. 
758-9856 


Calling all artists 17-20 years old. Are you ready to go 
public? If you have a unique style you want to get out 
please contact Steedy @ 297-0545. 


Juried photography exhibition: Deadline: Feb. 4, for 
exhibition: May Zadtune 14, 2008 at TU Gallery. Ph 
421-1731 for info 


MUSICIANS 


Looking for guys to jam with. Serious metal. 
Jeff 742-5645. 


Uptown Folk Club, Norwood Legion 
Vocal/voice workshop hosted by Anna Beaumont 
Feb. 2, 1-2pm; $10 (non-member)/$5 (member) 
436-1554, uptownfe@ecn.ab.ca 


Rock cover band seeks lead guitar player. Pro atti- 
tude/gear For more info. call 998-0567 


Desciples of Power's writer/guitarist has new power 
trio called Dead Man's Train tribute to heavy ‘70s 
rock/originals. Band needs bookings. 1-403-504-5135 


SERVICES 


Pilgrims Hospice Helps Grieving Young People: 
weekly sessions. Families, schools and agencies. 
413-9801 ext 309 to register/info. www.pilgrimshos- 
pice.ca, 


Resource Centre for Voluntary Organizations: 
Workshop: Strengthening Volunteer Boards on Sat, 
Feb. 8, 8:30am-4:30pm at Grant MacEwan College 
Room 5-137, City Centre Campus, 1070-104 Ave. 
Registration fee: $21. Info: www.tcvo.org, T: 
497.4780 
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lic Education Program: Sexual Assault 


SACE-Publ 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides cri- 


sis intervention, information, counseling, public edu- 
Cation services. For a customized presentation T 
423-4102/F: 421-8734/E: info@sace.ab.ca; 
www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis Line: 423-4121 


The PeaceBuilders' Projact/www.youcan.ca 
Intake Ill Skills Programs - Feb, 19-June 6, 2008. 16 
Week Employability Skills Program for Youth at rish, 

16-20. For more info: YOUCAN, 444-3341, Toll free 
1-866-362-8000 


SACE 
Wwwsace.ab.ca/ 
The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton is looking for 
Participants for group sessions. 
Women’s Adults Molested as Children (AMAC) 
Begins Feb. 6, 2008 on Weds 
Details: Pamela at (780) 423-4102 / E: 
info@sace.ab.ca 


VOLUNTEER 


FREE BEER, volunteers needed to work at Rock and 
Blues events. Please call Frank at 439-7460, 


St. Valentine's Day Hair Massacure needs volunteers. 
Feb. 13-14. Call Miriam at 444-WISH (9474) for info. 


Do you love art and people? Then the Nina Haggerty 
Centre for the Arts can use you! Come volunteer and 
show off your talents and passion. 

Www. ninahaggertyart.ca or 474-7611 


Call 468-7070 to donate today—and help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
teers (21+) interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Naomi 496-5947, e-m: osyc@telus.net 


We believe that all children have a right to qraw in 

families and schools, and that all adults deserve to 

have real jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and 
help to open the gates to community living in your area 


Mentors for children and youth living in group care 2 
hrs/wk evenings or weekends, various locations. Erin 
432-1137, ext 357 


The City of Edmonton Youth Council (CEYC) is recruit- 
ing for its 2007-2008 term membership! We are look- 
ing for youth aged 13-23, residents in the City of 
Edmonton and interested in being involved in civic 
youth issues. www.ceye.ca, Info: Jennifer 496-4938, 
E; Jennifer. Wong@edmonton.ca 


Be a Big Brother or Big Sister! Be « Mentor! 
Call Big Brother Big today. 424-8181. 
Become an in-school mentor, just one hour a week 


HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative leaders 
who want to lear more about liver health. Computer 
designers, health promoters, public speakers are wel- 
come, we will provide mentoring. Ph Melissa 444-1547 


PALLS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 
Math Literacy Program. For info Ph 424-5514 


See your brain in action! Participate in research at 
UofA! Right-handed men, 30-50. Reimbursement pro- 
vided. Call 604-0048 


Volunteer Drivers. Monday-Friday. $7.00 -$14.00 trip. 
Driving seniors. 732-1221 


Volunteers are urgently needed to shovel snow for sen- 
iors. To register or for more information, call Heather at 
Westend Seniors Activity Centre, 483-1209 


CJSR NEWS: News is the telling of our communi- 
ty’s stories. If you have stories that the world must 
hear, start volunteering with CJSR's news depart- 
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e Email rob@vueweekly.com 
ri legibly on lines at right * Up to 45 Characters per line * Every letter, space or mark counts as one 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ment. Gain experience in radio, contribute to a 
diverse community, and learn new skills all while 
telling your community stories, Email 
News@cjsr.com 


Volunteer Kitchen He!p and Drivers Need for 
Edmonton Meals on Hs. Varied jobs, flexible 
hours 10am-1pm weekdays. Phone 429-2020 


_, Human Rights Facilitator Training / 
wee eens O. free 8 week training program pre- 
sented by: The John Humphrey Centre for Peace & 
Human Rights and the Human Rights City Project. 
Info: Carrie, 453-2638 / E: carrie@jhcentre org 


Volunteer teachers needed to teach English as a 
second language to newcomers to Canada 
Orientation and training provided. Meet people fram 
all around the world. Jason; jmarkowsky@eci-lex.ca 
or 944-0792 


Little White Schoolhouse is turning 60 next year. If 
you're interested in being part of a volunteer group 
for the 60th anniversary please contact Debby 
Smethurst at 459-1194 


Initiative Ambassadeurs pour la Paix is looking for 
francophone volunteers. Come learn how to present 
interactive workshops on antiracism/cultural diversi 

ty. Karina at (780) 425-4644 ext 9 or 
kezyzewski@naarr.org 


Literacy reading tutors needed to assist adults with 
disabilities team basic reading and writing skills. Tutor 
training, materials and support provided. flex. hrs, 1- 
2hrs/Wk, various locations. Erin 432-1137, ext. 357 


Seniors recreation activity aides needed to participate 
(with crafts, scrapbooking, bingo, baking, etc) with 
disabled female seniors in extended care NE 
Edmonton. On site support provided. Day/evening 2 
hrs/wk. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Walking coaches needed for a small group of adults 
with developmental disabilities every 2nd Fri at 
Westmount Mall. Erin at 492-1137, ext. 357 


Ghost writer needed to help a brain injured woman to 
write her life story, Listening, writing and computer 
skills wanted. 2 hrs/wk for 4-6 months. Old 
Strathcona area. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Pilgrims Hospice seeks musical volunteers to lead 
sing-a-longs and/or to perform for our very forgiving 
day program clients. Tracy: 413-9801 


Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a life- 
changing experience, Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


Food Not Bombs Looking for paople to help out with 
cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 904 
8751 or e-m: foodnotbombsedmonton@hotmail.com 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


Love Bingo? Come Volunteer at EldarCare Edmonton 
Help raise funds for programs, meals and outings. 
Call 434-4747, ext. 4 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in a 
variety of tasks and with some great fun events and 
outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call Judy 
424-3545, ext 249 


ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 
our daily programs that assist seniors to remain 
independent and active in their communities. For a 
few hours each week, volunteers can help with 
lunch and coffee breaks and socialize with clients 
Please call 434-4747 Ext. 4 to volunteer 


Canadian Mental Health Association/Board Members 
Required. To learn more about CMHA visit 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca 


“Let's Go!” is a program which helps newcomers lear 
about their community and Canadian culture. 
Volunteers needed for the summer months only, Lots 
cof Fun! Contact Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


Volunteer at ElderCare, help with crafts, card 
games and socializing. Edmonton's day programs for 
seniors. Call 434-4747, ext 4 


Had Enough? 


Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715. 


1S DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
AA CAN HELP! 424-5900 


Have you ever thought of volunteering with your 
pet? Pet therapy is a great way to help those in our 
community. Call Deanna at 413-4682 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION js looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and spe- 
cial events. Call Carmen at 444-1547 
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University of Alberta Libraray 
PO Box 41021 

5th Floor Cameron 
Edmonton, AB 

T6G 238 


Sherwood Park, Strathcona County Parkland County, Camr 


Your Dream Home is custom built by AVANTI Homes and is fully furnished 
Coaat - exclusively by COTTSWOOD Interiors and includes fabulous window treatments and 
iz cae Pr an outstanding accessories. 


-—%Z r 
Ww "10 Tickets + 4 ch { 4 LS Fountain Creek Ill is close to all amenities and is immediately adjacent to Eeiinaiitoly 


one km. south of Sherwood Park. 


228 4/60 = 
still only each, Dream Home hours: 


Mon- Thurs: 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Fri: Closed 
Sat., Sun., Holiday Monday: Noon - 5 p.m. 


in Edmonton call Other areas call toll-free in Alberta 


= Dream Home now open! | 


Phone lines are open 8 a.m. -11 p.m. , 7 days a week. 
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Tickets can only be sold in Alberta Purchaser must be 15 years of age - Aiberta Gaming & Liquor Comminsion | omnes «?Sence 
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